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sir; they have never operated to prevent the exe- 
cution of the fugitive slave law. As I said the 
other day, it has been mob law, and mob law will 
always exist, and will always premave these re- 
sults, as long as the Union and slavery last to- 
vether. Whenever a fugitive slave from any of 
the southern States is accidently discovered in one 
of the free States, and the owner goes, in pursu- 
ance of the laws and the Constitution, to reclaim 
him, what follows? If he obtains the arrest of 
his slave, before he gets to a court of justice, or 
even after the judgment of the court remands him 
into the possession of his owner, there is a mob 
of free negroes, and of whites who are only one 
degree removed from their colored brethren in 
brutality and ignorance; they assemble and wrest 
the slave from the possession of his owner; and 
the conservative masses of the northern States, 
the gentle, those who are in favor of justice and 
who believe that the owner is entitled, under the 
Constitution and law, to reclaim his fugitive 
slaves—do what? They stand by with folded arms, 
and look upon these mobs, and laugh to scorn the 
southern people who complain. Even the Senator 
trom New Hampshire, [Mr. Haxe,} the other 
day, said that he believed the southern people 
were entitled to the reclamation of their fugitive 
slaves; and yet, how often has he stood by and 
seen these mobs execute their purpose, and how 
often has he attempted to aioe or to correct 
this vitiated public sentiment? Sir, he has stim- 
ulated it; and so have all the other Republican 
party members who have power and influence 
over public sentiment at the North. These are 
the facts in relation to the public sentiment on this 
fugitive slave law. What more is it expected of 
Congress to do on this subject? Does the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky by. his resolution 
propose tv amend the fugitive slave law? 

It has been suggested by gentlemen that a rem- 
edy may be found in the alteration of the Consti- 
tution, or in some act of Congress, by which the 
States, the free States, who secrete and refuse to 
bring back our slaves, shall be made liable in 
damages for the value of the slaves. Has that 
ever entered into the heads of sensible men? In 
the first place, what would such a law be worth? 
You cannot sue a State; a State, in its sovereign 
capacity, cannot be brought into court; and if a 
thousand slaves were seized by Massachusetts, 
and refused to be surrendered, how could you sue 
the State of Massachusetts, and make her liable 
for the value of the slaves? That would be im- 
prsctiannen and impossible. Besides, you would 

iave to sue in a court of Massachusetts; and the 
jury who were to decide upon the rights of the 
slaveholders would be a jury of Abolitionists; 
and the defendants, who were to be mulct in dam- 
ages, would be the party, the court, the jury, and 
the judges to decide the claim of the owner. All 
such propositions as that are a mere mockery; 
and no sensible man can for a moment suppose 
that such aremedy as that could ever be enforced, 
or would be worth a dollar or a cent to the south- 
ern people. 

Then, sir, is it proposed by congressional legis- 
lation to appease the southern States by the adop- 
uon of the doctrine of congressional protection to 
slavery in the Territories of the United States? Is 
that the object of the remedy which this resolution 
is intended to find out and adopt? Sir, I want to 
know who expects that such a remedy as that will 
ever be osname by this Congress or any other? 
We know that the Republican party, so far as 
they are concerned, are a unit against any such 
provision. It was the great shibboleth on which 
they fought the recent battle and won it. Itis the 
great principle which stands at the very basis of 
their political organization, that slavery shall never 
advance one inch beyend its present boundaries, 
and shall never plant a footprint in any ‘Territory 
of the United States. Will they yield to congres- 
sional protection? No, sir. Put it.as you please, 
either in the form of a law or an amendment to 
the Constitution, it must necessarily meet with 
the objection of every Republican—every one of 
the one million eight hundred avd fifty thousand 
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who have recently cast their votes, on this very 
principle, for Lincoln and Hamlin. And how 


many of the northern Democracy will be brought | 


to its support? We know well that, so far asa 
portion of the northern Democracy are concerned, 
they are as hostile to this principle as the Repub- 
licans themselves. 
ern Douglas-non-interference-squatter-sovereign- 


ty party is represented by the distinguished Sen- | 
ator from Illinois himself, and his friend and ally 


from Ohio, (Mr, Puen.] Would they vote for it? 
We have all heard, on a previous occasion, the 


distinguished Senator from Ohio say that he would | 
let his right arm rot from its socket before he would 


ive congressional protection to slavery in the 
Wossttenee. Now, sir, what are we to expect, so 
far as that is concerned, from congressional legis- 
lation? -How futile wodld be the attempt to get 
congressional protection to slave property by law ! 
And, sir, I tell Senators here to-day, that the 


southern people will never be satisfied with any- | 


thing short of congressional protection to slavery 
in the Territories. We know our rights under 
the Constitution. We stand as equal States in 
this Confederacy, and we are entitled to an equal 


participation in the common property. We know | 


well that we can never enjoy equal possession of 
the Territories without protection to our property. 
We know well where the Wilmot proviso and 
non-intervention and squatter sovereignty will 
lead. They will lead to the total and eternal ex- 


clusion of the southern people from every Terri- | 


tory of the United States, either now or hereafter 
to be obtained. Sir, we will never submitto any 
such interdiction as that. We are entitled to the 
protection of our property, and we intend to have 
itin the Union if we can get it, and out of the 
Union if we cannot. 

Sir, I understand the object and the ultimate 
end and aim of all this prohibitory legislation, 
either in the form of the Wilmot proviso, or in 
the shape of non-intervention and popular sover- 
eignty. The result of both is to exclude the 
South from entrance into the Territories with her 
slave property, and thus to circumscribe the area 
of slavery; to hem it in on all sides, and, by the 
operations of the Federal Government on the 
border States, to compel them, as a matter of pol- 
icy and interest, to get rid of their slaves, and to 

recipitate them upon the extreme southern States. 
t will be but a few years from this time before 
the border slave States in the Union will become 
free States. Let this Government pass into the 
hands of the Republican party, as it is about to 
do; let them be seated in power, as they are about 
to be; let them get possession of the two Houses 
of Congress, as they will get possession of them 
in less than two years from this time; let them 
bring all the power and patronage of this Gov- 
ernment to bear on the border States; let it be 
understood, as it will be understood, that the 
Government is divorced from slavery, and that 
it will be left entirely to the people of the States 
themselves, with no sympathy and aid from the 
Federal Government, to maintain the institution 
in hours of difficulty and danger; let the post 
office and the mails be put into the hands of the 
Republican party, disseminating their seditious 
tracts through every hole and corner of the south- 
ern States; let all the power and patronage of the 
Federal Government be brought to bear on the 
slave States, encouraging incendiarism, John 
Brown raitis, murderings, poisonings, and re- 
volts, and what will be the condition of the bor- 
der States? Sir, such will be their condition that 
slavery will become a burden to them instead of 
a blessing; and to get rid of it, such of their slaves 
as the underground railroad does not take off to 
the North and to Canada will be sent down to 
the cotton States to be sold, and Maryland and 
Virginia and Kentucky and Missouri will, in a 
few years, add to the power and arrogance of the 
free States of this Confederacy. . 
Such, sir, will be the inevitable result, in my 


| opinion, of the continuance of this Union; and 


the slaves thus carried off from the border States 
and sold to the South will be confined in a few 


In this Chamber, the north- | 
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years to some cight or ten of the Atlantic and 
Gulf States. Well, now, look at the process. We 
have now in the southern States four and a half 


| million slaves. They increase, according to the 


_ census tables, at the rate of about thirty-two or 


cent. every ten years. If you precipitate all this 
slave population into the eight or ten States to 


| which I have referred, inten years from this time 


we shall have nearly six million slaves; in twenty 


| years, eight or nine million; in thirty years, 
| twelve or fifteen million. Sir, in less than twenty 





| 
| 


| 


| complain when, where, or how they go. 


years from the present time, by this inevitable 
process, the slave population of the southern 
States will be largely predominant over the whites; 
and then will come universal emancipation by the 
action of the Federal Government, or such scenes 


| of murder between the two races as have never 


been seen or heard of in the world’s history. 
Such, in my opinion, is the inevitable result of 
these causes, and this ts the policy of the free 
States, of the sagacious men who lead this move- 
ment ofanti-slavery. They understand, as well as 
I and other men at the South do, how these things 
are to work out; and they are shaping their course 
so as to bring about these very results, and in that 
very form; and long before this event occurs, the 
free States will be swelled up to a majority that 
will be irresistible; the border States will have 
become free; the Territories west of our present 
frontier will have been manufactured into free 
States, under the hot-bed process of northern and 
foreign abolition immigration; and in a few years 
we shall have free State after free State admitted 


| into the Union, and the South lying at the very 


feet of the northern people. 

Sir, the border slave States of this Union com- 
plain of the cotton States for the movement which 
is now in progress, They say that we have no 
right to take them out of the Union against their 
will, I want to know what right they have to 
keep us in the Union against our will. If we 
want to go out, letus go. If they want to stay, 
let them stay. They are sovereign and inde- 
pendent States, and have a right to decide these 
questions for themselves. For one, 1 shall not 
I am 
satisfied, however, thas they will go when the 
tine comes for them to decide. But, sir, they 
complain of us that we make so much noise and 
confusion on the subject of fugitive slaves when 
we are not affected by the vitiated public senti- 
ment of the northern States. They say that we 
do not lose fugitive slaves; but they suffer the 
burden. We heard that yesterday. I know that 
we do not suffer in this respect; it is not the want 
of good faith in the northern people, so far as the 
reclamation of fugitive slaves is concerned, that is 
causing the southern States around the Gulf of 
Mexico and the southern Atlantic coast to move 
in this great revolution now progressing. Sir, 
we look infinitely beyond this petty loss of a few 
negroes. We know whatis coming in this Union. 
It is universal emancipation, and the turning 
loose upon society in the southern States of the 
mass of corruption which will be made by eman- 
cipation. We intend to avoid it if we can. ‘These 
border States can get along without slavery. 
Their soil and climate are appropriate to white 
labor; they can live and flourish without African 
slavery; but the cotton States cannot. We are 
obliged to have African slavery to cultivate our 
cotton, our rice, and our sugar fields, African 
slavery is essential not only to our prosperity, 
but to our existence as a people. With this con- 
viction, it is not surprising or singular that we, 
looking at the storm which is brewing in the 
North, and coming to,overwhelm us, are for seek- 
ing safety while we can, and cutting loose from 
all this element which is to operate on us and 
bring these terrible evils to pass, and setting up 
for ourselves an independent sovereignty, upon 
which none of these causes can produce any effect. 

And now, Mr President, again recurring to 
that question, I tell Senators that the southern 
States now moving for secession will never be 
satisfied with any concession made by the North 
that does not fully recognize, not or,y the exist- 
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ence of slavery i its present form, but the right 
of the southern people to emigrate to the comfhon. 
Territories with their slave property, and their 
right to congressional protection while the terri- 


torial existence lasts, The recent battle in the 
South was fought upon that sg issue. The | 
fiends of Mr. Breckinridge put him upon the 


very ground of congressional protection to slave 


property in the Territories, and it was upon that || 


ground that he carried the cotton States. I know | 
that there was a small party that were opposed 
to that prine:ple. ‘They followed the lead of the 
distinguishee Senator from IMlinois, who was 
their candidate for the Presidency; but how small | 


—I had almost said how contemptible—the ele- | 


mentin the southern States who advocated his 
views! Look at the popular vote; that will tell 
the tale. Those who supported the third cand)- 
date, Mr. Bell, were for congressional protection 
too, because in my State, as in others, his lead- 
ers and friends urged upon the people his support 
upon the very ground that he was anavowed ad- 
vocate of protection to slave property in the Ter- 
ritories. And now, sir, it is a fact well known 
to those who understand the case, that a large 
portion of the friends of Mr, Bell are the most 
ardent leaders in, and supporters of, this move- 
ment of secession; and it is because they have 
lost all hope of getting protection under the Con- 
stitution and in the Union. Gentlemen need not 
mistake the popular sentiment of the southern 
Btates. I do not speak for the borderslave States. 
I speak for the cotton States. They need not 


mistake the sentiment which we entertain. It is || 


in favor of congressional protection, and no con- 
gressional legislation or amendment of the Con- 


stitution that falls short of it will ever be, or |) 


ought ever to be, accepted by the South. Now, 
what prospect have we of getting that? None 
here, | am satisfied—none anywhere. Therefore 
whence the necessity or use of this resolution of 
the Senator from Kentucky? None, that I can 
sce. 

jut, sir, suppose the object of this resolution be 
to present amendments to the Constitution giving 
to the southern States additional constitutional 
guarantees: | want to know of the friends of the 
resolution what particular guarantees they are ex- 
pecting to get from the northern States? What 
concessions? Ido not believe that any conces- 
sions can be obtained; and if they were obtained, 
of what value would they be, granted by interest 
and fear? I do not use the terms in an offensive 
sense; | speak only polftitally, The North, if 
they yield at all, yield from an apprehension that 
the South is going to dissolve the Union, and they 
yield from fear of the consequences. Of what value 
would any concessions made under these circum- 
stances be to the South? Nay, sir, | want to know 
of what value any concessions, any guarantees, 
or any pledges from the northern Siates will be to 
the South? None, as longas this vitiated public 
sentiment of anti-slavery exists in the hearts and 
minds of the northern people. And when is that 
ever going to bechanged? Never, as long as the 
Union lasts. Itis a part not only of their literary 








| faith, they are all that the South would ask, or 


expect, or demand. How many of them have | 
been violated by the northern people? Sir, look 
|, back to the history of our country, The Con- | 


| 


| stitution was formed as acompromise; and one of 


} 


| the Constitution, all the States held slaves with 
the exception of a single State, and it certainly 
was never contemplated that the existence of 


slavery in a new State should be a valid objection | 
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Union for twenty-five years since this agitatio, 
commenced; and what has it produced? We hay. 
been remonstrating; we have been threatenjy.. 
but instead of producing a revulsion of pubji. 
sentiment, how has it operated? Twenty-fiye 


its terms was that new States might be admitted | years ago they had but seven thousand men to 
into the Union. At the time of the formation of || support their candidate for the Presidency. Noy 


they have carried one of the most ultra, and I hag 
almost said, one of the most infamous of men— 


| notin person but in politics—one of the most ultra 


men, ay, two of them, into the Presidency and 


| to its admission. If that had been understood, |} Vice Presidency of the United States, by over- 
the southern States would never have entered || whelming majorities in every free State. From 


into this bond of Union. What was the result? 
When the Government had been scarcely a quar- 
| ter of a century in operation, the northern States 
refused to admit a southern State into the Union 


| because her constitution tolerated slavery. I 
| allude to the case of Missouri. The obstinate 


opposition of the northern States, their opposi- 
tion to slavery, their violation of the spirit of the 
Constitution in this respect, drove the South, for 
the sake of peace and harmony and the preserva- 
tion of the Unieo, to adopt a degrading and dis- 
|| honoring compromise. "There was the first vio- 
lation upon the part of the North of that great 
| spiritof compromise in which the Constitution 
|| had been made. 
| Again:in 1844, when Texas applied for admis- 
|| sion into the Union as aslave State, who opposed 
! it, and upon what principle was the opposition 
||} made? ‘The opposition came from the northern 
|| States, and slavery was the ground upon which 


' 


\} 


this principle which existed in the northern mind 
even at that time. In 1848, when ‘Territories 
'| were obtained from Mexico, with what faith did 


i} 
| . . . - 

|| mise which they had forced upon the South? In 
|| 1848 the South proposed to run the Missouri 
|| compromise line to the Pacific ocean and apply 


|} it to all the Territories which the Government 
then possessed. The North refused it by a pos- 
itive vote; in the [louse of Representatives by a 


it 
i} 


out that compromise in good faith and in the 


spirit in which it was made. There was a pal- 


|| pable violation of their plighted faith. 


! 
unanimous northern vote they refused to carr 
} 
| 
| 
1} 


|| When this Union was convulsed to its very cen- 


ter, to save it the South yielded its objection to 


power of the abolition sentiment of the North. 


| 
| 


} 


|they put their opposition to the admission of 
} Texas. It was admitted, however, in despite of 
1] 


Then, sir, look at the tariff compromise of 1833. 


| the protective principle, and agreed to the com- 
promise of that day; yet in 1842, before it had 
expanded itse]{—the very first time that the North 
obtained possession of these Halls—they repudi- 
ated that compromise, and enacted a protective 
tariff. Now, sir, the compromises of 1850, sanc- 
tioned, as they have been, by the action of Con- 
gress and of the Supreme Court, are to be set 
aside and annulled by the overpowering voice and 


Sir, what compromise has the North ever ob- 
served in good faith that was oppesed to their 
interests or their prejudices? None that the his- 


| 





| 


seven thousand, they have run up, in twenty-five 
years, to one million eight hundred and fifty thou- 
sand. That has been the result of our preachings 
and our prayers and our expostulations and our 
beseechings of our northern brethren to do us jus- 


tice, and of our threats to dissolve if or did not, 





it 


| 


And, sir, they have accomplished all this in the 
face of a party in possession of the Federal Goy- 
ernment, and of its power and patronage, to the 
‘contrary. They have accomplished all these 
things without the patronage and power of the 
Federal Government. Now, when they have that 
power and that patronage, with the whole ma- 
| chinery of the Federal Government in their hands, 
| what are we to expect but a rapid consummation 
| of the dire and terrible resylts which I have feebly 
depicted? . 

Sir, believing that these propositions, whatever 
may be the intention of the parties who urge 
them, can result in nothing but delay and pro- 
crastination, I shall not give the resolution my 
| sanction or support. I believe the question Is 
settled; and, as I remarked the other day, no 
| power this side of heaven can avert the result. 
, South Carolina is already determined, as | believe 





| 





the North observe even the Missouri compro- everybody admits; and nobody doubts the gal- 


| lantry and determination of that small State. She 
has determined to risk all upon this die, and I can 
tell Senators that there are other States whose fate 
is no less certain than Carolina. Even those west 
of the Mississippi are moving; and although a 
distinguished gentleman from Texas has come 
here recently, as I understand, and has said that 
there is no secession element in Texas, and that 
all Texas is for the Union, I apprehend that ‘the 
wish is father to the thought;”’ but I leave the 
— as to the soundness of that people to the 

istinguished Senators from the State, who un- 
| derstand their public sentiment better than I do. 
| But sir, that this Union is to be dissolved is a 
fixed fact; and no tinkerings with the Constitu- 
tion, no tinkerings of committees of thirty-three 
or thirteen in these Houses can avert that conse- 
quence. 

Sir, before I close I desire to say a few words 
by way of suggestion to the States of Virginia 
and Maryland, and especially to the District of 
Columbia. I hear here every day, not only as | 





pass the streets, but I see in the public press and 
m discussions, curses loud and deep poured out 
upon the devoted heads of the southern States 
who are moving in this great question of seces- 
sion. The people of the District of Columbia 





how can the South rely upon any guarantees 
which the North may make to us in the Consti- 
tution, especially wath the circumstances which 
now exist, when those guarantees will be wrung 
from them by duress? For one, I have no con- 
fidence whatever in the plighted faith, Punica fides, 
of our northern brethren; and I am not willing, 
for one—and I believe my constituents are not 
willing—to accept any compromise of this ques- 
tion, no matter how plausible it may be upon 

aper, because we know well that it will be noth- 


into ull the ramifications of society. It pervades 
the pulpit, the halls of legislation, the popular as- 
semblies, the schoo]-houses—all teach the doctrine 
of the **irrepressible conflict;’”? and how many 
arguments in favor of slavery, its morality, its so- | 
cial and political advantages, ever reach the north- 
ern eye and the northern ear? How are you going 
to reform this public sentiment in the northern 
States? How are you ever going to arouse it? 
There is but one way, and that is to let the south- 
ern States go out of this Union; and when the || ing more than a paper guarantee that is not worth 
northern people see that that is a fixed fact, and || the snap of a man’s finger. , 
come to taste the consequences of their madness Sir, [can look upon this propositfon, as well 
and folly, then they will begin to inquire and look || as the one which has emanated from the House 
into the subject, and public sentiment may recoil || of Representatives, as nothing else than a delu- 
and a sound state of opinion may possibly arise || sion and a snare, intended to operate upon the 
in the northern States; then, and not until then. public sentiment of the seceding States, to ease 
Bat, sir, suppose that constitutional guarantees || them off, to put arguments in the mouths of the 
are presented by this committee; yng they || submission party in those States to urge upon the 
report and propose amendments to the Consti- || people a little more delay, a little more folding of 
tution; suppose they propose oe which || the arms, a little more procrastination, to enable 
the southern States or the southern people could || them to say ‘ put it off; let us see what these 
in reason ask, or demand: what reliance can the || great propdsitions of the Senator from Kentucky 
South place upon the faithful observance of those || and others will work out; let us see if we cannot 


education, but of their religious creed. It enters 


i! 
} 


tory of the country has ever recorded. Task, then, 
| 
| 
i 
! 


} 
guarantees by the North? What better guaran- | get concessions from the florthern States; try 
tees can be made than the guarantees of the Con- 1 
stitation now? If they were carried out in good |! 


ae the Union,’’as my friend from Penn- 


sylvania has suggested. Sir, we have tried the 


have turned all their wrath from the true cause of 
these difficulties—the Abolitionists of the North— 
and are venting their spleen and spite against us, 
because we are vindicating our deliverance ant 
liberty. ‘They expect that the dissolution of this 
Union is going to destroy the —— that 
their property is to be valueless. That may be, 
or it may not be. It will depend very much on 
their own conduct, in my opinion, That the five 
States to which I have referred will go out of this 
Union before the 4th of March, and form a confed- 
eracy of their own, in my opinion admits of n° 
earthly doubt; and that the other slave States mus', 
in the rapid process of time, go out also, and join us 
in our confederate action, I have little less dou)t. 
I will not undertake to discuss the reasons for ths 
opinion; I express it ert: 
Well, sir, if Virginia and Maryland desire 
have any influence or part in the formation of our 
a government to which they must 
nally owe their allegiance—they had better fol: 
low our example, and go out of the Union quickly, 
and send their delegates to join us in forming * 
constitution and frame of government for our pre 
tection and our support. It may be thata gor 
ernment will be formed and a constitution enac'” 
and put in operation before they have had time '° 
take part in it; and that when they go out of this 
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Union, at the tail end of which they must live or 
fullow our example and join our confederacy, 
they may find elements in that constitution and 
union that may strike at some ol their peculiar 
interests. 7 a. 
[understand one of the motives which influence 
the tardy action of these two States. | They are | 
a little afraid of the opening of the African slave 
trade, and the cheapening of negroes. Now, sir, 
while I state here that [ am opposed to the open- 
ing of the African slave trade, because our ne- 
groes will increase fast enough, God knows, for 
our interest and protection and security; and 
while I believe that the great masses of the south- 
ern people are opposed to it, yct I will not stand 
security that, if the cotton States alone form a 
confederacy, they will not open the African slave 
trade; and then what will become of the great | 
monopoly of the negro market which Virginia 
and Maryland and North Carolina now possess? | 
I only throw out these suggestions. I give no | 
advice. My maxim through life has been never | 
to give advice unless I am asked for it, and never || 
to ask advice without taking it. So, sir, | do not | 
intend to arrogate to myself the province or the 
privilege of giving advice to those great States. 
But, sir, so far as the District of Columbia is 
concerned, | want to say to the people here, in 
all kindness, that if Maryland secedes from the 
Union and joins us, as she ought to do, in my || 
humble conception, and a southern confederacy | 
be formed of all the slave States, I see no reason 
why Washington city should not be continued 
the capital of the southern confederacy .«({Laugh- 
ter and applause in the oe Here are the | 
buildings ready to our hands. ‘The facilities of 
traveling, railroads, and telegraphs, have anni- 
hilated time and distance, as it were, and our 
extreme southern Senators and Representatives | 
would as soon come to Washington to legislate | 
for our republic as they would even to the central | 
State of Georgia. For one, sir, | would be in 
favor of continuing Washington as the seat of our | 
government. [Laughter in the galleries.] Some 
people laugh—I do not know why—at that sug- 
gestion. Itisa very important one to those people || 
who own brick and mortar in this city; for, sir, | 
goaded as we may be by the taunts of these peo- 
ple here, and obstructed as we may be by the 


great movement, we may form our republic and 
establish our seai of government so permanently 
that it can never be removed; oll then these | 
marble palaces, now teeming with life and luxury, 
the habitations of beauty and elegance, instead 
of echoing with the songs of mirth and melody, 
will become the habitations of the bats and the 
owls. 

But, to go back to the original proposition— 
this is a mere diversion—I tell you, Mr. Presi- || 
dent, that the question is settled in relation to this 
great movement which is now progressing in cer- 
tain of the southern States. | know the efforts 
that are now being made to stay the hand of the 
southern people, and to cool down the patriotism 
which is burning within the southern heart; but | 
it will be ineffectual, sir. When the arbitrary 
monarchical Government of Louis Phillippe, in 
1848, had aroused the people of Paris to a sense 
of their danger and to rebellion, and the barri- 
cades of Paris were raised, and the masses of that 
great city were upheaving in their majesty against | 
the arbitrary power of the monarchy, Louis 
Phillippe saw his danger, and attempted to avert 
it by changing his ministry. He turned out M. 
Guizot and nominated M. ‘Thiers as his princi- 
pal adviser. That he supposed would quiet the | 
dissensions which he saw rising around him; but, | 
sir, the words * too late,’’ * too late,’ went all 
through the streets of Paris. The next day, when 
he found the streets barricaded, he abdicated the 
throne in favor of his grandson, and made an 
effort, through his friends, to obtain the regency 
of his daughter, the mother of the Count of Paris. 
When that was done, in the hope that he might || 
quell the insurrection then raising around him, || 
“the same words ‘too late’ ran through all the 
masses of Paris, ringing out in sepulchral tones like 
the tramp of the archangel summoning the dead 
to judgment.”” So now, sir, you may tinker the 

Onstituuion, if you please; you may propose 
Concessions; you may suggest additional legisla- | 
ion; you may present additional constitutional |, 
Securities; you may attempt by all these ingenious ! 
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|; side with the Senator from Georgia. 


| time is recorded. 


devices to stay the storm which now rages in the 
southern States, to prevent that people from 
marching on to the deliverance and liberty upon 
which they are resolved; but, sir, the words ** too 
late’’ that ring here to-day will be reiterated frorh 
mountain to valley in all the South, and are now 


| sounding the death knell of the Federal Union. 


Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, 1 am greatly en- 
couraged to hope well for the country, and the 
continuance of the Union, by the extraordinary 
speech we have just heard; for if these be the 


| facts and the arguments with which disunion jus- 


tifies itself, we may well hope that reasons so 


|| feeble will impart feebleness to the cause itself. 


{Applause in the galleries.] 1 shall not follow 
the Senator from Georgia in the long and dreary 


| tale of past controversies—controversies in re- 


gard to territorial policy; in regard to the admis- 
sion of States; in regard to tariffacts—but I shall 
come to the present assertions of fact, wherein, it 
seems to me, the Senator has passed beyond the 
ordinary limits. 
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How 
There never was but one meb in the 
State which [have the honor to represent, and 
that was in the northern portion of it, and those 
very men were indicted and fined and impris- 
oned; and when they were brought before five Re- 
publican judges, claiming that their imprisonment 
was illegal, those judges remanded them to prison. 

But the Senator says, that while we have dis- 
orderly persons who are interfering with the 





Then, we are told that there are mobs. 
many? 


| recapture of the slave, the great body of the com- 


munity stand quietly by, or look on with derision. 
Why, sir, any community may have a mob; any 


‘community may have its laws violated suddenly 


Why, sir, he said that he heard me declare in 


this Senate that my right arm should fall from its 
shoulder-blade before | would ever vote for the 


and without notice; but I tell the Senator that, so 
far as the northwestern States are concerned, 
there never has been an occasion when the great 
body of the community stood by and allowed 
any such outrage as that—never. Instead of 
giving real grievances to stand upon, it is by this 


‘invention of history; it is by this assertion of 


things as facts which are not facts; it is by ck 
claring, as the Senator from Georgia has done, 


| that the people of the northern States have set on 


rotection of slave property in the Territories. 


Vhen did the Senator ever hear me say it? 


Mr. IVERSON. 


Mr. PUGH, Why, sir, the journals of this 


Senate show that I voted for the resolutions of 


Last winter, in the early part | 
| of the session, or words to that effect. 


. 7 : . . . | 
the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis, ] side by 


r ‘ 
Ihe Sen- 
ator may not have heard me say it; but [ tell him 


now, that when the people of any State, or any | 
’ d , 


organized Territory, or any organized commu- 
nity, do not desire to have the institution of sla- 
very, my right arm shall fall from its shoulder- 
blade before I will force it upon them. 

Mr. IVERSON. If the Senator will allow me, 
perhaps I have made a mistake as to the time. 


| He uttered that sentiment during the great debate 


(1 think on the 23d of February of last year) 
which took place between the Senator from Illi- 


| nois, (Mr. Doveras,] the Senator from Missis- 


sipp!, [Mr. Davis,] and others, while I was in 
the chair. ‘The Senator remembers the time; and 
he will find that he said it. , 

Mr. PUGH. Well, sir, all that I said at that 
I told the Senator then, as I 
have told him now, that I never would, by Fed- 
eral authority, compet any State or any Terri- 
tory to accept the institution of slavery against 
her will. On the other hand, if there be any State 


| or any Territory or any community that desires 


that institution, my right arm shall fall from its 
shoulder-blade before | would vote for an act to 
prevent them from having it. 1 tell the Senator 


| again, that the very resolution which he and 


others offered here in this Senate, declaring what 
should be the power and authority of the Federal 
Government in regard to property in the Terri- 


| tories, received my vote, and it stands there on 


the Journal of the Senate. More than that, if I 
have a definite recollection, the fourth resolution 
—the third, I] think it was—which declared that 
all forms of property known to the laws of the 
several States stood upon an equal footing in the 
Territories, and everywhere else, so far as Fed- 
eral jurisdiction is concerned—t{ think that was 
the purport of it—also received my vote. 

Now, sir, lam coming to the other errors of 
factin which the Senator indulged. As I said, I 
do not wonder that the good peuple of Georgia are 
misled, when a Senator who has sat here for five 
years in this Chamber, seems to be so utterly at 
fault in speaking of transactions occurring every 
day in one half the country. The Senator told 
us that the fugitive slave law was executed by 
force of arms in the northern States. How many 
times has it ever been executed by force of arms? 

Mr. |[VERSON. Many times. 

Mr. PUGH. Never in the State that I have 
the honor in part to represent. 

Mr. IVERSON. Was it not in the case of 
Burns? 

Mr. PUGH. Thatisone. The Senator said 
it was only executed by foree of arms. Why, 
sir, | live on the borders of slaveholding and non- 
slaveholding States, and I tell him it is executed 
every day, or nearly every day. It is so com- 
mon an occurrence that it does not even collect a 
mob of six men to look atit, It is in constant 
operation. 





| 


| 
| 


| party. 


foot some policy in regard to the institution of 
slavery in the southern States, that all this vast 
cloud of passion and misrepresentation is raised 
in both extremes of the country. 

Now, sir, I do not believe that ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of the men who voted for Mr. Lincoln 
thought anything about the subject of slavery in 
the States, or had any policy on the subject. 
They were opposed to the introduction of slavery 
into the Territories. They were in favor of a 
reveral division of the offices and the plunder. 
Many of them wanted protection to iron, and I 
do not know what all; but most of them were 
animated by athorough hatred of the Democratic 
But as for any policy in their minds bear- 
ing upon the instituuons of the southern States, I 
believe this day, if the question were put in any 
shape, that even in New England, though | can- 
not speak for her—in every State of the North— 


there is a large majority of the people who are 


opposed to any interference whatever. 

Now, sir, passing by these alleged outrages, 
passing by all thislong story ofthings twice told— 
twice parrated—the Senator seems to glory in the 
suggestion that this Union is now to be severed, 


| and that all that remains is whether the good peo- 
| ple of the District of Columbia will have their 


effects administered by the northern or southern 
branch of the concern. 

Mr. LVERSON. Will the Senator allow me 
to interrupt him, and read his language on the 
occasion to which I referred? 

Mr. PUGH. Certainly. 

Mr. IVERSON. Here is what the Senator 
uttered on the 23d of February, 1859: ‘ 


“Mr. Puen. Mr. President, Lam loth to go into this dis 
cussion, and [ think it was all unnecessary; but when I 
entered the Chamber this morning, the Senator trom Mis 
sissippi (Mr. Brown] was engaged in some very impas 
siovate demand on certain Seuators from the northern 
States ; and when | desired to know the nature of this de 
mand, not having been present in the early part of his 
speech, | was referred to other Senators who heard it; but 
I understood the Senator to demand trom the representa 
tives of the northern States on this floor, whether they 
would agree to the passage of an act of Congress to protect 
slaves in the Territuries taken there by the consentof their 
masters against the local legislation? L answer the Senz 
tor, unhesitatingly, never ; while I live, never.’’ 


Mr. PUGH. That is what I said. Now, why 
did not the Senator read the whole of it when he 
quoted it before? 1 say I never made the asser- 
tion which the Senator charged me with this 
morning. The assertion which I didacknowledge 
to is here: 

* But T understood the Senator to demand from the rep 
resentatives of the noithern States on this floor, whether 
they would agree to the passage of an act of Congress to 
protect slaves in the Territories taken there by the consent 
of their masters against the local legislation.”’ 

That was the whole point of the question. 

Mr. [VERSON. That is just what we of the 
South demand: that no local legislation shall in- 
terfere with our rights. 

Mr. PUGH. If the Senator had said I made 
that declaration I should not have interrupted 
him; but when he omits the material part of it, 
and stands here to have his declarations go fort 
to his constituents as expressing the temper of 
northern Senators, I do think that I have a right 
to complain of them. No man can be expected, 
upon the sudden spur of a question, to make every 
qualification. The Senator knows, he cannot 
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have forgotten—perhaps that is more than I ought ! 
to say; [ do not mean it in any offensive sense— | 
he can hardly have forgotten that controversy: \} 
It engaged every member of the Senate. It was 
suddenly sprung upon us. None of us looked || 
upon the question whether slave property should || 
or should not go into the Territories; but it was 
in regard to the power of Congress to interfere in | 
the local affairs of the Territory, slavery among 
them. But I tell him again, when he informs his 
constituents that the northern people are not wil- 
ling to give the protection of this ees to 
the full extent of its constitutional authority, | 
equally to property in slaves with all other prop- || 
erty, let him apply to my honorable friend from | 
Mississippi, who introduced those famous caucus | 
resolutions, and he will find whether I did not | 
vote for every one of them, except one which un- 
dertook to interpret the powers of the Territorial 
Legislatures believe I did vote against that 
resolution; but with the information I afterwards 
received from the mover of it, I might have voted | 
for it. 

I have felt that it was due to myself, and my 
constituents, that I should contradict the Sena- | 
tor’s assertions of fact; contradict the assertion 
that the fugitive slave law is habitually trampled 
under foot; contradict the assertion that slaves | 
cannot be recovered by the ordinary instrumen- 





tality of the law in the northern States, The 
ean, and they are. The cases of exception, ab 
as the case of Burns, the cases in which the law 
is disregarded, are few and trivial. Why, sir, how 
many slaves have ever been lost? 

Mr. IVERSON. I will respond to the Sena- 
tor. That would be impossible for me or any- 
body else to ascertain, lapprehend; but I will state 
a fact. More than fifteen, perhaps twenty years 
ago, I sawanelaborate report made out by a special 
committee, raised by the Legislature of the State 
of Virginia upon that very question, to ascertain 
what were the losses of the State of Virginia in 
fugitive slaves; and, even at that time, when ne- 
groes were selling at not more than half the pres- 
ent value, the report estimated the annual loss to 
be $100,000. 

Mr. PUGH. I will venture to say that she 
has never lost $100,000 in negroes since she has 
been in the Union, nor all of them together. Your 
fugitive slave law is not twenty-five years old. | 
When you called for a new one, you got it. 

The Senator said that the North resisted the 
admission of certain slaveholding States. What 
one did she ever keep out of the Union? Was | 
not Missouri admitted? Was not Texas ad- 
mitted ? Where did the votes come from by which 
they were admitted? No, sir; there are causes 
of trouble, legitimate causes, which it is our duty, 
both from the North and the South, to look upon 
with an anxious desire to remove them; but these 
invented causes of complaint, this standing upon 
mere questions of made history not to be found, 
seems to me, with due respect to the Senator from 
Georgia, unworthy of him. I think the Senator, 
in his anxiety for the new crusade of southern 
deliverance, has allowed his passion to get the 
better of his judgment. 

Mr. DOUGL S. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to enter into this discussion any further than 
to make a remark in response to the charge of 
the Senator from Georgia, that the fugitive slave 
law is not enforced in the northern States. That, 
like many other laws, is not enforced in all cases. 
| suppose there never was a law upon the statute- 
book of Congress, or of any State or Territory 
of this Union, that was not sometimes allowed 
to be violated with impunity, or not enforced with 
as much fidelity as we would wish. I suppose 
the fugitive slave law is not the only one in this 
country that is not always enforced. I presume | 
it is enforced with quite as much fidelity as that | 
in regard to the African slave trade, or the laws 
on many other subjects. But, sir, L confess it is 





not enforced as faithfully as I wish it was—not | 
as faithfully as it ought to be. While I make | 


this declaration, I am compelled to say that | 
think that nine tenths of the complaints upon 
that subject are unfounded. When any sectional 
strife and sectional excitement occurs, there seems | 
to be a proneness on the part of the newspaper 
press of both sections to collect together every 
fact that will inflame the passions and prejudices 
of its own section against the other; and in that 


way a partial and unfair report of facts is given, |! 








which makes each section act under a misappre- 
hension of the other. 

In regard to the fugitive slave law, so far as 
Illinois is concerned, T am prepared to say that 
in my Opinion, in nineteen cases out of every 
twenty where a fugitive slave enters Illinois, he 
is arrested and returned without any judicial pro- 
cess whatsoever. Those portions of the State 
that border on Missouri and Kentucky, live in 
harmony with their neighbors on the other side, 
and the fugitive slave is returned as regularly as 
a horse or any other property that is stolen. So 
in nineteen cases out of twenty, the fugitive is 
returned. The newspapers do not notice the fact. 
Even the records of your court have no minute of 
it. In other cases where there is an arrest, as a 
matter of course, they return him, if he turns out 
to be a fugitive, and there is no excitement upon 
the subject. But perhaps in the twenticth case, 
the fugitive gets into that portion of the country 
where public sentiment is more excited, and once 
in awhile arescue is made. Then the newspapers 
are filled with the horrors of that rescue. One 





|| case of rescue is paraded in the newspaper press 


of the whole country, and although itis an excep- 


| tional case, it is represented as evidence of the 


general rule. : 

I recollect one instance of that kind occurring 
in my own State, and that instance I have noticed 
in more than twenty newspapers in the last two 
months, paraded in the southern country as an 
evidence of the infidelity of our people in the en- 
forcement of the law. The newspapers tell us 
that last May, perhaps, a fugitive was arrested 
by his master in the town of Ottawa, and rescued 
by some Abolitionists. There the tale stops; and 
then comes the comment: how can people live 
together where such outrages are perpetrated ! 
The tale, so far as it is told, I believe to be true; 
but itis notall told. Ifthey had wished to deal 
fairly, they would have recorded the further fact 
that the next day the United States marshal made 
his appearance at the town of Ottowsa, and ar- 
rested the rescuers, took them to Chicago, before 
the United States commissioner, had them com- 
mitted to trial, and in default of bail remanded 
them to prison, and kept them in prison until the 
lst of October, and then brought them out for 
trial, and after indictment before a grand jury, 
and a fair trial before a petit jury, they were 
called up and sentenced by a Republican judge of 
the United States court to the penalties of the law, 


} 


until they paid the fines and costs. ‘That is the 
balance of the case. If that had been told, I sup- 
pose the sting would have been taken out of the 
whole charge, and it could not have been used as 
fuel for this sectional excitement. 

Sir, those cases have occurred frequently in our 
northwestern country. It is seldom thata rescue 
is made where the penalties are not enforced upon 
the rescuers; and then civil suits are brought to 
get pay for the slaves and the damages; and the 

amages are not generally limited to the value, 
but smart money, by way of exemplary punish- 
ment, is usually enforced. I think, therefore, 
there is very little ground for complaint, so far as 
the section of country in which IL live is concerned, 
on this subject of fugitive slaves; and yet 1 know 
that the southern people are induced to believe a 
slave is never returned; that if they once get into 
a northern State they are gone forever; and they 
are made to believe so simply because the cases 
of actual return are never published, and only the 
exceptional case of rescue comes to the knowl- 
edge of the country. I wish we could have alist 
of all the fugitives and of the number returned 
and of the number that have been rescued; and I 
venture the assertion that southern gentlemen 
would be utterly amazed at the fidelity with which 
that law has been executed. I believe, if they 
could have a record of all the cases, and a true 
statement of the fact, they would be ashamed to 
bring up that subject as one of the causes of com- 
plaint which justify the dissolution of this Union. 

I have no apology to make for the personai !ib- 
erty bills. I believe they were made in violation 
of the spirit and most of them in violation of the 
letter of the Constitution, I believe they never 
should have been upon the statute-book. J think 
they ought to be repealed at once. I think our 


northern people ought to repeal them as a duty 
|| to themselves, ard not upon the demand of the 
southern people. We should put ourselves in the 
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| right, and the first step should be to take them 
| from the statute-book, for they are calculated to 
| defeat the faithful performance of a constitutional 
obligation. The State that I have the honor to 
| represent has never passed any such law. Quy, 
legislation has been friendly to the performances 
of every constitutional obligation. wish there 
was no cause of complaint in other States. By, 
yet, while we hear the personal liberty bills pre. 
sented as the cause of disunion, we are told, and 
so far as I know, the statement is true, that in yo 
one case have those bills been the cause of de. 
yriving the master from recapturing his slave. 
hose bills generally exist in those parts of the 
country where fugitives never go. 

It so happens that there is the greatest excite. 
ment upon this question justin proportion as you 
recede from the line between the free and the slay 
States. Those of us that live upon the border, 
and have commercial intercourse and social re|a- 
tions across the line, can live in peace with each 
other. There never was a time when my friend 
from Missouri and myself could not have settled 
this question by referring it to two justices of the 
peace, selected on either side of the river, and let 
them choose a third, and agree by the award, 
Those who live next to each other are friendly to 
each other. If you go North, up into Vermont, 
where they scarcely ever see a slave, and would 
not know how he looked, they are disturbed by 
the wrongs of the poor slave just in proportion 
as they are ignorant of the South. When you 
get down South into Georgia and Alabama, where 
they newer lose any slaves, they are disturbed by 
the outrages and losses under the non-fulfillment 
of the fugitive law just in proportion as they have 
no interest in it, and do not know what they are 
talking about. [Laughter and applause in the 
galleries.} Now, sir 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
rick in the chair.) The Senator will suspend 
his remarks for a moment to allow the Chair to 
admonish the galleries. It becomes the duty of 
the Chair to say to the galleries that it is his im- 

| perative duty to maintain order. A renewal of 
the disorder in ——— will impose upon him 
a very unpleasant duty; that is, the enforcement 
of the rules of the Senate, which requires him to 
clear them. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Now, sir, as between IIli- 
nois and Kentucky, we should have no difficulty 
in settling this question. Between Kentucky and 








and remanded again to prison, to be kept there || Ohio and Indiana, I have no doubt they would 


settle it upon terms satisfactory to them. So be- 
tween Maryland and Pennsylvania. In fact, if 
the border Beatee, the border free States, and the 
border slaveholding States, who know the evils of 
which they complain, and the appropriate remedy 
for those evils, should be permitted to decide this 
question, I assure you the Union would last for- 
ever. If this Union is to be severed, it will be 
!| because the two extremes, who are so far from 
each other that they do nq understand the evils 
of the question, are each acting under a misap- 
prehension towards the other, and hence are doing 
injustice to each other. a 
Sir, as 1 said when I arose, I am not going into 
the discussion of the merits of any of these ques- 
tions. My object in rising was to sustain my 
friend from Ohio in the declaration, so far as our 
northwestern country is concerned, that the fugi- 
tive slave law is executed with as much fidelity as 
most laws upon the statute-books of the Union; 
and in those cases where there has been violence 
used, so that the slaves have been rescued after the 
arrest, usually there have been prosecutions and 
penalties enforced, and, in addition, suits brought, 
| and the value of the slaves and damages recov- 
ered in every case, so far as I know. I will be 
willing to leave the question to Judge McLean, and 
abide his decision, whether, during the whole pe- 
riod he has been upon the bench in the Northwest, 
he ever knew a jury in any northwestern State 
to refuse to find a verdict where the facts would 
rmit a verdict to be found. Judge MeLean, 
Republican as he is, has executed that fugitive 
slave law with entire fidelity, so far as I know. | 
do not think that any man who has ever wit 
nessed those trials in our courts, would impeach 
either the impartiality or the as of any one 
of the United States judges, or the finding of the 
jury in any one case in that part of the country 
in which I reside. There may be an exception. 
If there is, ] am not aware of it. There may 
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instances where fugitive slaves run away and are 
never found. There are istances where our 
horses are stolen and carried off, and we never |. 
fnd them. But I am speaking of the causes of | 
complaint Which arise from the non-execution of 
the law; and I say that justice has not been re- 
fused where acase has ever been brought before 
Judge McLean, or where an attempt has been 
made to bring it before a constitutional court. 

I apologize again to the Senate for having ex- 
tended these remarks. My object is not to create 
irritation, but to soothe the excited state of feeling 
in order that we may discuss this question in a 
proper temper and upon its merits. I repeat, my 
purpose is tomeetthis question fairly. Letusascer- 
tain precisely the points in dispute; letuslay aside 
all sectional feelings and party strife, and see if 
we cannot agree upon a line of policy which will 
secure equal rights, equal protection, and equal 
justice to every State, and to the citizens of every 
State in this Union. 

Mr. THOMSON. Ido not rise at this time 
to make a speech, but simply to ask a question 
of the Senator from Georgia. He referred toa 
New Jersey case in which the fugitive slave law 
had not been executed. 1am not aware of any 
such case, and I will be very much obliged to him 
if he will tell me what case he refers to. 

Mr. IVERSON. Iwillstate whatI know about 
it. Ofcourse, I rely upon newspaper authority. 
The facts were stated in the newspapers. I do 
not now remember the name—it has passed out 
of my memory—but the case-was this: the mar- 
shal of your State, or one of his deputies, went 
to a house to arrest a fugitive slave upon the 
affidavit of his owner or the agent of the owner. 
The fugitive was confined in the house, and refused 
to surrender himselfup. The marshal summoned 
a posse of some eight or ten, perhaps fifteen or 
twenty. The fugitive asked that the arrest might 
be deferred until morning, and that he might be 
allowed to stay in the house until morning. The 
marshal granted it, and, in the mean time a mob 
came and drove the marshal and his posse off. 

Mr. THOMSON. That is your newspaper 
account. I have never heard of it. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I do not mean, sir, at this 
time, to en@r into this discussion, because I be- 
lieve, if ‘there are friends of the Union upon 
this floor, they had better cease their wrangling, 
and endeavor to do something to save that Union. 
I simply rise, however, for the purpose of stating 
the facts of the case to which allusion has been 
made, where it was charged that New Jersey 
had offered resistance to the fugitive slave law 
upon a recent occasion. I was certain that the 
honorable Senator who made that declaration was 
ignorant of the facts, or he never would have 
made it. 

Sir, that case occurred within the last three 
weeks. It occurred within the county where I 
live. It happened within two miles of the county 
town where I reside, and J profess to be familiar 
with the facts. It happened two or three days 
before I left home for the purpose of resuming 
my seat upon this floor. ‘The simple facts are 
these: ten white men and one black man—the 
most of the white men coming from the city of || 
Philadelphia—headed by a man by the name of 
Alberti, who has figured largely in transactions 
of this kind before, came to the house of a negro 
man in four carriages, at ten o’clock at night; 
whether possessed of warrants or not, I know not; 
for they never showed them. They asked for 
admission of the owner of that house, who was 
alleged to be a fugitive slave—a man by the name 
of Perry Simmons. The inmates of that house 
were Simmons, his wife, and child. They asked 
for admission; and upon being refused, claimed 
that they came there to arrest him upon a warrant 
foralarceny. Herefused to open the door. They 
burst the door in. He retreated to the head of 
the stairway, held a gun in his hands, and his 
wife seized an ax. ‘The marshal to whom allu- 
sion has been made, offered to ascend the stairs 
and arrest him. He declared that he would take | 
life, if necessary to protect himself; and this 
worthy marshal, with his posse of nine men and || 
Che negro, left the house, and stood about the |) 
door of that house until daylightin the morning, |! 
Without proceeding further to execute their war- |, 
rant, with no other man being present about those 
premises, At daylight, the son of.a farmer with 
whom I am well acquainted; hearing the uproar, || 
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| man; and his account is, that as he approached 


| refusal on the part of conservative New Jersey 
| to execute the fugitive slave law! This, too, oc- 


| dependent farmers of the county of Burlington, 
| return those three fugitive slaves to the constitu- 


| single voice being raised on the part of any one | 
| to gainsay their action or their right. These mat- 
| ters are misrepresented; and, as the honorable || 
| Senator from Illinois said, the South do not un- |} 





| lawyer and he the judge upon the bench—when 
| Not one in twenty. 

brought there and put into a railroad car and 
8 } 


| secure them, or otherwise. 
| catch one, but the nine go. «I remember rea 


‘the nine? 
| so it is with the fugitive slaves. 


| take place, is this thing so? 
| remedy ? 
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| started to this house—the man being engaged || 
| as a workman upon his farm—to ascertain what || 
| the difficulty was. 


He is a highly respectable | 


this marshal with his posse, they told him to 
stop, for if he came any nearer it would be at the || 
risk of his life. He then said he would see what 
the occasion of the uproar was, and left the 
ground; and immediately this posse, with their 
marshal,.scrambled to their carriages, whipped 
up their horses, and made their escape from the 
county, and took refuge in the. city of Philadel- 
phia. 
This is what the Senator from Georgia calls a 


| 


curred within two miles from acourt-house which, 
upon the last occasion of the arrest of three fugi- 
tive slaves, did, by the voice of a jury of the in- 


ents of the Senator from Maryland, without a 


derstand the true feeling of the North upon this 
subject. They seem to me to greedily catch at 
every newspaper story, no matter how false it 
may be, or how colored it may be, for the pur- | 
pose of inflaming, aggravating, and exciting the 
public mind of the South against the true-hearted 
men of the North. 

With these remarks, sir, I leave the subject. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, I live upon the || 
western bank of the Mississippi, and every morn- 
ing I look at the soil of two States; and when I 
go to the top of my house I look at the soil of 
three—I mean Missouri and Illinois. Having 
lived there for more than twenty years, I have a 
good deal of experience; and, while I dp not in- 
tend to make a speech to excite any passions, I 
think it right, in a love meeting, to state one’s 
experience. 

The people of Illinois, so far as T have had in- 
tercourse with them, if you bringa palpable case 
before them, arrest the negro, and bring him into 
court, will generally enforce the fugitive slave 
law; but in nine cases out of ten you cannot thus 
bring him into court. I prosecuted a case which 
was decided in the supreme court of [llinois, 
before Judge Douglas—I was the prosecuting 








the jury found the defendant guilty, and I believe 
some of that same feeling prevails to ‘his day. 
jut how many of those cases come into court? 
A gentleman residing in 
Illinois told me, this fall, he saw nine negroes 


locked up and sent forward to Chicago without |} 
it being in the power of anybody to rescue them, 
Once in a while you 
3 ding | 
of one who was healed of leprosy, and he gave | 
thanks to God; but the question was, where were 
None returned thanks save one; and 
I do not say 
this to the prejudice of the law-abiding, good || 
people of Illinois. They will carry out the law 
in a strong case if you bring it before their eyes; 
but they will not see it unless you force them to | 
do so, and they will shut their eyes if they can. | 
I mean many of them. The people of Blooming- 
ton do it, and the managers of the railroad there | 
do it, and my constituents suffer in consequence 
of their doing it. 

I want something more effective. 





I know that | 
if you will pick out forty men of Illinois, and 
forty men of Missouri, they will all say, ‘‘ We 
will stand by the law and the Constitution.’’ | 
They will all say it; but in the practical admin- ] 
istration of affairs, in the actual occurrences that | 
If not, what is the || 
Divide? Well, if there is no other | 
remedy, I say divide; but [ think there is another | 
to make tise of. At any rate, let us attempt it. | 
That is, to arm the Federal Government with | 
power enough ¢o protect and enforce. Wherever | 
the functions of the Federal Government are | 
vested, wherever its power extends, there give it || 
adequate peony force to carry it out. I will | 


do that. If you call ita military despotism, do | 


'so. I would rather have a military despotism || 


than anarchy and confusion. i 


| ing it. 
| Chicago. 


fs 

od 
Now, I know that the fugitive slave law is 
not executed—no, I will not say that; I am using 








| improper language; but I will say this: that nine 


out of ten of the fugitive slaves are not returned. 
I know that some horses @re lost; but they are 
not lost under the same influences, or the same 
circumstances. It is not a vitiated, corrupt, and 
base hypocritical sentiment that leads men to steal 
horses; it is pecuniary gain only. It is not so 
with the negro. When he is ne a and secreted 
and run off, there is something behind—something 
more than the hope of pecuniary reward. 1 know 
they get the reward, for the man that put those 
nine negroesat Bloomington into the car and locked 
them up, told, and showed the letter of acknow}l- 
edgment, that he, got fifty dollars a head for do- 
Who paid him? Black Republicans of 


Now, I am telling truths that I can prove in a 
court of justice; and these are only mere exam- 
ples to ihenirene the enormity of the injury that 
we suffer every day. The good men of Illinois 
are as good as the good men anywhere; the good 
men of Ohio are as good as the good men any- 
where; and so I can say of all the northern States; 
but there are bad men, there are corrupt men, and 


| there are men who think they are conscientious, 
| and yet are influenced by a fanaticism that drives 


them headlong, regardless of consequences, to the 
injury of our population and the destruction of 
our property. 

How can we stop that? There are but two 
ways todo it. One way is for a reaction of that 
public sentiment by honest and fair and manly 
appeals; the other 1s by physical power to pre- 
vent. Iam for the physical power. I want a 
strong Government; | want a Government strong 
enough to discharge its functions; and if it is not, 
I would spit upon the Government. A Govern- 
ment that promises and guaranties and enacts, 
and cannot execute and enforce, is such a Gov- 
ernment as I do not want; and it ought to be the 
most pitiable, contemptible object on the face of 
God’s earth; and the man who would advocate it 
I should think ought to skulk behind the bush 
and hide himself. Ls the Government worthy of 
being respected? Yes. Are its guarantees to be 
carried out? Yes. How? One man says by pub- 
lic sentiment. Well, that is a glorious mode; it 
suits my approbation precisely; it meets my feel- 
ings; butif you do not get that consent and that 
common approbation, how then? There is nothing 
but physical power to do it. Do you say that 
that will drive us into disunion? Let it doit. Do 
you say that it will drive us into despotism—into 
a centralization of theGovernment? Let itcome. 
I had rather this moment have acentralized Gov- 
ernment—a despotism with Louis Napoleon and 
the Prince of Wales over me this hour—than have 
anarchy and confusion, and nolaw,and ro respect 
for my rights. That is my determination, and I 
intend toact upon it. It may look to some as if 
I were advocating monarchy. Be itso. In the 
language of Thomas Jefferson, I would rather 
have one good monarch than four hundred bad 
ones; for if despotism has to come, if anarchy and 
confusion are to prevail, if truth is to be abolished, 


;| and constitutional guarantees set at naught, give 


me vigor and energy and power. 

Now, I know that the fugitive slave law is 
enforced in proper cases generally; but nine cases 
out of ten evade the law, and never come before 
the law; and therefore it will not do for my 


| friends from Ohio and Illinois, with their good 
| intentions, and with the truthfulness which I 


| know distinguishes them, to say the law is main- 
| tained. 


While they are telling the truth in that, 
they lose sight of the other point that nine cases 
out of ten do not come to the knowledge of the 
law, and no cognizance is taken of them. There 
is no evasion, we may say; but it is all secret, 
private. Our property is stolen; but if you will 
put on the border a police armed and equipped, 
strong enough to enforce the law, from the North 
to the South, from the East to the West, arid to 
protect the North from wrongs from the South, 


|| and to protect the South from wrongs from the 


North, to protect one section against invasion 
from another, you will be but accomplishing a 
duty imposed upon you by the Federal Constitu- 
tion which no man yet has evér openedHis mouth 
to have accomplished in the Congress of the 
United States. 


Sir, this thing must be done, or—I make no 
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threat; I] speak of consequences, like the Senator | Captain Pitman, the constable, marched into the | 
from New Hampshire—division is as certain as | court-room, holding a physician by the collar with | 
that God lives. And why? Because there is such’|| one hand, and a negro man with the other, and 
a diversity of sentiment in the extreme North that — said, ‘If your honor please, | caught this Dr. 
controls the North, — the extreme South that | Eels running off a fugitive slave this morning, 
controls the South, that there must be time to) contrary to the statute of Illinois; and I have 
reflect and correct these two extremes, or we | brought him and the slave into court to know | 
divide. How are we to get that time to correct | what I shall do with them.” I said, ** Captain 
this public sentiment in the two extremes, both || Pitman, you will hand the slave and the Doctor 
of which we condemn? Only by planting a strong | over to the sheriff, and go to the grand jury and 
police upon the border. It is the last hope, is is | state the facts.”” Ina short time, the gran 
the only hope within the limits of the Constitu- |) came in with a bill of indictment against Dr. Eels | 
tion, i intend to stand by the Constitution as || for harboring, secreting, and attempting to run off | 
long as itis worthy of being preserved; and asa || afugitive slave, contrary to the statute of Illinois, 
friend to it, I shall insist upon its being carried || not contrary to the laws of the United States. | 
out. ‘|| When the jury were called, and the facts were all 
Mr. President, it does no good for Senators to || proved, the counsel for the defense moved an | 
state individual cases. I can state hundreds of || instruction to the jury that they must acquit, be- | 
individual cases. Because of my proximity to || cause the Supreme Court of the United States had 
the border, and my connection with the parties, || decided, in the case of Prigg against Pennsylva- 
1 know more of it than most Senatorsdo. I have |) nia, which had just been published, and which | 
sven more of it, mingled with more of it, know | they presented to the court, that the power and 
more of it. The law in Llinois is generally en- || the duty of surrendering fugitive slaves was ex- 
forced in cases to which public attention tscalled; || clusively in the Federal Government, and not in 


but nine cases out often elude and evade the law; || the State governments; and that the right of legis- || 


and | suppose it is so with Kentucky, with Ma- |) lating upon that subject was exclusively in Con- 
ryland, and with other States. I want tocorrect || gress, not in the State Legislature; and therefore, 


all that; and I have only made this statement for | thatthe law of Illinois making itacriminal offense || 


the purpose of showing that while Senators can, || was unconstitutional and void. I decided that 
with propriety, with honor, with manliness, and |, the law of [linois was not upon the same sub- 
with statesmanship, show that the law is enforced || ject; that the object of the law of Illinois was not 
when the cases are brought into court, yet they || to return fugitive slaves, but to preserve the peace 
lose sight of this other fact, that nine cases outof || and quiet of our own State; that it was a mere 
ten never come into court, nor is any cognizance || police regulation of our own; and that, inasmuch 
ever taken of them by the public. |, as the Constitution had guarantied the right of a 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, one word in |} master to pursue and recapture his slave, if the 
explanation. My friend from Missouri who now | citizens were permitted to interfere with that right, 
sits behind me, [General CLanx, of the House of || it would lead to a breach of the peace, which it 
Representatives,] resides in that part of his State || was the duty of our own Legislature to make 


nearest to that portion of Illinois where the law || criminal; and that hence our law, being a police 


would be the least likely to be executed, and yet || regulation, intended to preserve the peace of our | 
he can bear the strongest possible testimony that | own people, was constitutional, notwithstanding | 


any man can from his personal knowledge of the || the fact that it aided in the execution of the laws 
execution of the law in Illinois; but let us take || of the United States, which was an additional 
the Senator’s facts as he states them. He tells us |) argument in its favor. The jury found Dr. Eels 
that in all instances where the attention of the || guilty; and | sentenced him pretty severely: ac- 
courts is brought to the subject, and a propercase |, cording to my recollection, he got nearly the full 
is made out, the law is faithfully executed; that | extent of the law. He-appealed to the supreme 
that is the general rule. Well, sir, is not thatall || court of the State; and the supreme court of IIli- 
thatany mancan ask? When you talk about the | nois affirmed the decision. He appealed, then, 
non-execution of laws, do you speak of cases that '| to the Supreme Court of the United States; but I 
are never brought to the attention of the courts? || believe he died before the case was decided. 
If my horse is stolen and goes to Missouri, and |} Mr.GREEN. The judgment was affirmed, 
is harbored by the neighbor of the Senator, can I | but he died before it was affirmed. 
complain of him or of his courts unless Igo and || Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes. Now, sir, the case 
identify the horse and call the attention of the | the Senator cites is a case where the people of 
authorities to the fact that he is stolen? It is a || Illinois, through their own officers, interfered and 
new doctrine, that we are guilty of non-fulfillment || arrested a fugitive without the master knowing 
of the law when we admiuisterit fairly and justly || where he was. That being the fact, and it being 
in every case brought to our notice. The com- | the general admission that in all those cases where 
plaint of the Senator is that-while we administer || they do call the attention of our authorities to the 
the law fairly and impartially inthose cases where |) subject, we perform our dutics faithfully and im- 
an arrest is made and the attention of the author- |) partially, I think there is very little cause of com- 
ities is drawn to the subject, in nine cases out of || plaint. I really wish That this catalogue of griev- 
ten they do not call the attention of our authori- || ances could all be made out with specifications, 
ties to the fact. Whose fault is that? and let us take each case in turn; and I repeat, if 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me to 
explain? 

Air. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GREEN. I will simply explain whose 


fault it is. 


that they-have grievous causes of complaint will 
be utterly amazed to know with what fidelity this 
| law has been executed, and bow little real cause 
' of complaint they have arising from that source, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well. | Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator from Hlinois 
Mr. GREEN. Itis the fault of those who cul- || allow me to ask him a question, as he is about to 
tivate that kind of sentiment which enables them || sitdown? He refers to an old case occurring at 
to seerete our property, and to prevent anybody || a time when possibly the fecling may have been 
catching hold of the fact that itis harbored. If || betterthan itis now. The newspapers have re- 
the people of Missouri were to inculcate a senti- || cently given us an account of a case in the town 
ment encouraging the stealing of his horse, I || of his own residence. I see that an indictment 
would hold myself responsible for it. |, has been found against certain persons there for 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I was speak- || rescuing a fugitive slave. Does that also contain 
ing only of the non-execution of the law in those || a history of the faithful execution of the law? 
cases where it is proper for the authorities to take | Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, sir, I stated, whea J 
cognizance. The Bisanhec alluded to a single || first rose, a case in that very town 
ease; occurring, as he said, when I was on the Mr. DAVIS. Chicago, I refer to. 





bench and he was the attorney. That was a case, Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes. Istated that ina case 
too, where he did not call the attention of our 
authorities to the facts; it was a case where our 
own citizens took the initiative. I remember it 
very well. 

Mr. GREEN. On a reward offered by my 
friend, Gegeral Durkee. 

Mr. GLAS. There may have been a re- 
ward offered; but the man did not get it or ask for 


| 

where a rescue took place in Ottowa, in the Chi- 
cago district, the next day, or very soon, the 
marshal went down, arrested the rescuers and 
took them to Chicago, and they were committed 
to and kept in the Chicago jail for about five 

| months until the trial. They were then tried and 
convicted by a jury sitting in the city of Chicago, 
and they were sentenced by'a court held in the 


it! On® morning, just after I had opened court, |! city of Chicago to prison, and were sent to prison 


jury || 


it could be done, those who now honestly believe | 






a 
again until they paid $1,000 fine cach, and the 
costs of the suit. As that took place not yer 
long ago, no longer ago than last October, a 
two months ago, [ have a right to suppose that 
the law will now be executed with about the same 

fidelity as it was then. Inasmuch as another 

_rescue has occurred, I take it for granted that 
there will be another indictment, another tyia] 

| another conviction; and I take it for granted, fur. 

| thermore, that civil suits ave already pending 

and that the value of the negroes in each case. 
| together with the damages, will be recovered, and 
| the property of the rescuers will be sold on exe- 
| cution to pay the judgments; and the master wil] 
| find out in the end that he made an admirable 
| good sale of his negro. (Laughter.] It is trie 
| that it does not return the fugitives. In some 


| cases, it isa matter of hardship that it does not 


return them, There may be cases where you 


| would not give up your negro for any price; a|- 
| though I do think that if 1 owned a servant that 


|| did not like me well enough to stay with me, aud 


| ran away, I would rather get the value of hin 
' and damages for his running away, than get the 
runaway negro back. ButI do not think that 
this case arising in Chicago, a place as stronely 
_ anti-slavery as any place on the continent, shows 
such a non-fulfillment of the law as would be 
‘| good cause for breaking up the Government. 
Mr. FITCH. Mr. President, were it not for 
|, the disclaimers, and doubdess truthful ones, by 
| the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from 1\\'- 
| nois of the correctness of the charge of the Seus- 
| tor from Georgia of the non-fulfillment of the fu- 
| gitive slave law in their States, I should not deem 
|| 1t worth while to make one for my own Siate; 
|| but one of those States being on the east and the 
other on the west of us, without any such dis- 
claimer it might perhaps be inferred that Indiana 
is not true to its constitutional obligation. Such 
is not the case. Its citizens have always fulfilled, 
and in full, so far as I know, all their constitu- 
tional obligations. They intend doing so under 
|| all phases of political parties; and they desire the 
|| citizens of other States to do the same. If we 
have failed in the performance of our obligations 
relative to the rendition of fugitive slaves, or of 
any other constitutional obligation ‘ae South, 
the citizens of Kentucky, our border Sfate, would 
certainly know it. Its representatives *here can 
| bring the charge. It is sufficient for me to say 
| 





{ 


that, for the whole twenty-five or thirty years of 
my residence within the State of Indiana, but 
one case of the rescue of an arrested fugitive has 
| come to my knowledge. If any other attempt 
\| ever has been made, [ have known nothing of i; 
| and the parties implicated in that one case were 
'| so severely punished that no repetition of the ex- 
|| periment has been since tried, and probably it 
| never will be tried. ; 
|| A word as to the question of the Senator from 
|| Mississippi to the Senator from Illinois, although 
| the occurrence referred to was not in my Siate. 
| I perceive the Senator from Hlinois confounds 
|| two cases. Very probably the late presidential 
i election has been a blank in his life. ‘The Ottawa 
|| case was a year ago last October, I think. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam not mistaken, I think, 
and for this reason: I happened to be in Chicag» 
y the day one of the rescuers was sentenced, and 
|| read the sentence of the court and his speech 1 
|| reply; and I had time to do it, notwithstanding 
| the presidential election was then pending. 
{Laughter.] Ido not confound the two cases. 
The one | was talking about, where the trial and 
|| sentence took place at Chicago, was the Ottawa 
'|‘case; and the Senator from Mississippi then called 
| my attention to the fact that there had been a res- 
cue in Chicago since; and | argued that inasmuch 
| 











as the proceedings which I mentioned had taken 
place in Chicago not more than two months ago, 
the fair presumption was, that the law would be 
enforced in this case also. 

Mr. FITCH. The rescue in Ottawa was more 
than a year since. The Senator, no doubt, |s 
correct about the time of the trial; when that 
occurred I do not know. But I was about to 
'| call attention to the result of a recent case which 
the Senator from Mississippi mentioned. It seems 
that the marshal of the northern district of Illino's 
was assailed in the street, and a negro, whom lie 
had arrested as a fugitive, was taken from his 
custody. The assault was quite unexpected; but 
'| the very next day, if | mistake not, a epublican 
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jury—certainly a jury consisting of a majority i about the statement of the case, though I am not-|| that rescues are made from time to time sufficient 


‘f ‘Republicans, and among the rest, if I am | 
not mistaken, the candidate elected for Lieu- | 
tenant Governor of lllinois—indicted all the « li 
ties; and they are now under bonds for their | 
appearance at court to stand their trial for the || 
. Mr. POWELL. As reference has been made |, 
to the action of our neighbors over the border, by 
the Senator from Indiana, it affords me very great 
pleasure to state that our neighbors immediately 
adjoining Kentucky—Indiana and Illinois—have 
usually acted with fidelity to us in this matter. 
But while that is the truth, I regret to say that 
we are suffering daily loss by the very active 
operations of the underground railroad. 

I regret that I cannot say so much for the State 
of Ohio, represented by my distinguished friend 
from that State who has just spoken, (Mr. Pueu.] 
We have just-ground of complaint against the 
State of Ohio. Her present Governor, Mr. Den- 
nison, has refused to deliver up a fugitive from 
justice, who stands indicted for the stealing of 
slaves in the courts of Kentucky, on demand 
being made by the Governor of Kentucky, in 
accordance with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. The present Executive of that 
State, in my judgment, trampled the laws and the 
Constitution of the country under his feet when 
he refused that demand. 

There was also a case that occurred some time || 
ago where the late Governor of Illinois, in my 
judgment, failed to discharge his duty as the Ex- 
ecuuve of one of the States of this Union. The 
facts in that case, as I understand them, are about 
these: anegro was run off from the center of Ken- || 
tucky—from the very town of my colleague, I || 
believe. That negro was indicted for stealing. 
He went to Canada. He afterwards went to Illi- 
nois. He was indicted, and sentenced to impris- 
onment in that State for an offense committed 
there, and confined in theit penitentiary. The 
owner found it out. He went over there, and had 
an interview with the late Governor of Lilinois. 
This negro stood indicted in Kentucky; and, as 
I understand the facts, the owner procured a 
demand from the Governor of Kentucky for his 
delivery. The parties, in a communication which 
I saw published in the newspapers, stated that 
they had an interview with the Governor, and 
he issued the requisition; but, in the mean time, 
he gave notice to the keeper of the penitentiary 
that the negro man was released, and the Aboli- 
tionists, W the underground railway, took him 
again to Canada; and when the parties reached 
the penitentiary with the requisition, they did not 
get the negro. 

These, | think, are grave offenses, in violation 
of the constitutional rights of our people. Ido 
hope, sir, that the present Governor of Ohio does 
not truly represent the feeling of the people of 
that great State. I do further know that Ken- 
tucky sustains an annual luss of more than one 
hundred thousand dollars of her slave property 
by means of the negro thieves who take them and 
run them off by the underground railway. I 
regret that I can only partially confirm the state- | 
ment of the Senators who represent those States 
which border on Kentucky, so far as the good 
feeling of their constituents is concerned, and 
their faith in executing the laws. I thought it 
was due, as my State had been appealed to, that 
{should make this statement. 

Mr. WADE. I know buta little about the case |} 
alluded to by the Senator from Kentucky; but I || 
believe the difficulty in the way of the Governor || 
of Ohio surrendering the person claimed on the |} 
application of the Governor of Kentucky, was 
this: if | recollect aright, the attorney general of 
Ohio investigated the case, (and I believe I once 
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| 
ment did not show that the party claimed was | 
ever in the State of Kentucky; and I believe it | 
was aconceded fact that he never was there, and 
therefore could not have been guilty of the offense. 
The fact was, that they charged him with some 
complicity in Ohio, some connivance in getting 
Saves away; but, as I understand the matter, the 
act appearing on the face of the proceeding that 
he had never been in the State of Kentueky, and 
4s, therefore, the indictment itself showed that no | 
such offense could possibly have been commit- 
ted there by him, it was held that our Governor 
had no right to surrender him. I believe that is | 
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| ble Senator, if he does not know much about it, 


| distinguished men of his State reflect properly on 





. = e i] 
now prepared to give all the facts precisely. 1 
x if 


Mr. POWELL. The Senator from Ohio is | 
evidently mistaken as to the facts. This party 
stood indicted in the courts of Kentucky for slave | 


stealing. ‘The indictment showed that the offense | 


was committed there, and that the party was || 


there; and the refusal to deliver him up was upon 
the ground that negro stealing was not an offense 
under the common law. I think the Governor 
of his State not only put the Constitution and 
the laws of the Union under his feet, but acted in | 
disregard of his oath of office. 


Mr. WADE. 
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| 
i} 
| 
} 


I do not pretend to know pre- || correct? 


— 





to show what the public feeling in those commu- 
nities is. 

But we are told, sir, that there are extreme 
| Opinions; that the extremes at the North and the 
| extremes at the South are both wrong, and that 

opinion must be corrected in both quarters. Does 
| the extreme South assail the rights of anybody? 


| Does the extreme South attempt to nullify the 


constitutional rights of any citizen of the United 
States? Does the extreme South pretend to sit 
| in judgment upon the institutions of other com- 
| munities? If not, what have we to reform or to 
What matters it how ignorant we are 


cisely the circumstances of the case; but I remem- || of the domestic affairs of other people, provided 


ber having read the opinion of the attorney gen- 


we leave them to manage their own affairs—the 


eral of Ohio, and I know it was predicated on the || theory upon which our Government was founded, 


fact that the party had never been in Kentucky, | 
and I supposed that appeared on the face of the 
proceedings. I do not know much about it, 


! 
' 

however. | 
' 


Mr. POWELL. I would say to the honora- 
he should investigate the facts before he attempts 
to enlighten the Senate. Why, sir,a distinguished 
citizen of his own State, in an address he deliv- 
ered to the people a little while ago, (I mean Hon. 
Thomas Ewing,) condemned this action of the 
Governor; and I was glad to see one of the most 





the action of the Executive of that State. 

Mr. PUGH. I want to ask the Senator from 
Kentucky a question. I do not justify Governor | 
Dennison’s proceeding. It was wrong; butit has | 
gone upon the idea adopted by too many Gov- | 
ernors, that they are never bound to surrender a | 
fugitive from justice unless where the offense | 
charged is an offense by the law of their own | 
State; and I wish to ask the Senator from Ken- | 


} 


tucky if heisnotaware of the fact that a Governor | 
of Kentucky himself made that decision in refer- 
ence to a case from Indiana? 


napping. When the Governor of Indiana de- | 


| manded him of Kentucky, she did not give him 
up. Now, I say both decisions are wrong; but |! 


if we must have crimination, let us have it on all | 
sides. 

Mr. POWELL. You ask me if the Governor 
of Kentucky has not refused 

Mr. PUGH. I ask the Senator if that decision | 
was not made by the Governor of Kentucky, in | 
answer to a demand from the Governor of Indi- 
ana? 

Mr. POWELL. In answer to that, I will say 
to the Senator that, if any such decision was ever 
made by the Governor of Kentucky, it is unknown 
to me. It was certainly not the ruling practice in 





| the office when I had the honor of being Governor | 


of that State. 
Mr. PUGH. I saw it in the Louisville Jour- | 
nal. That is my authority. 
Mr. POWELL. I will say to my distinguished 


| friend now, that [ was fully aware, before he gave 


utterance to it, that he did not approve of the con- 
duct of his,Governor; for personally he has said 
to me that his Governor was wrong. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, we seem to have 


| entered on exactly that field which I had hoped 
| might be avoided—one of crimination and re- 
| crimination. 


| that we should consider this subject as a grave 


IL had desired, if it were possible, 


one, involving great public interests; and that if 
there was any prospect of such an adjustmentas 
we, the injured party, ought to accept, we should 
be made aware of it. The men who live along 
the border have been complaining from year to 
year that their property is stulen, and no man has 
ever disputed it. And it seems like the grossest 
fiction that ever was attempted, to say now that 
property ix safe, when property has actually dis- 
appeared from the border; when it is well known 
that, in parts of Maryland, you scarcely find the 
remnant of the property which once cultivated 
the land; when the border has been driven back 
in western ‘Virginia and along the frontier of Ken- 
tucky; when the same state of things exists in 
Missouri, too, as represented by my friend on | 
ray right, (Mr. Green.} I do not think gentle- | 
men are meeting this question in a spirit likely | 
ever to bring good result, when they attempt to | 
plead that here and there the law has been exe- | 
cuted, when it is every well known that combi- 
nations exist to prevent the law being applied, 





| 
| 
| over again. 
' 
} 
} 
| 


That was the case || 
| of a man indicted in the State of Indiana for kid- || 





i . . 

| and the only one on which it can be perpetuated? 
| If it were useful, if it were pleasant, if it were in 
“any sense profitable, my own attention has been 


| 
p : 
sufficiently drawn to these outrages on the law, 


|| to enable me to make out here a long list of speci- 


| fications. The newspapers have brought us, from 


| 


|| time to time, the declarations of men who are 


| seeking popular favor by declarations mest hos- 
tile to the constitutional rights of the South, in 
relation to their property in slaves. The very 
Governor who has been drawal into this contro- 


|| versy has been represented as proclaiming that 


| not one fugitive should be delivered from his State 


'| until the whole military power of that State had 
‘| been exhausted in 


rotecting him. 
Mr. WADE. He has denied that over and 
Mr. DAVIS. Then I hope he is not guilty. 
The charge I have seen repeated so often that I 
took it to ie true. I am glad to know now, that 
| there is doubt as to its truth. I had, myself, 
| Mr. President, a desire, I might almost say a 
| hope, that Senators representing constituencies 
holding opinions which had led certain of the 
States to look to their condition, as one which 
| necessarily impelled them to seek their safety out 
| of the Union, would here inform us if we wer 
| mistaken. It is not by pleading to special cases 
and asking for specifications, it is not by crimin- 
| ation and recrimination, that the sense of the peo- 
| ple is likely to be changed, or the action of the 
| States now assuming to judge in the last resort 
is to be modified in any degree, or that their re- 
spect for the manner in which the subject is here 
treated is to be heightened. All that can serve a 
useful purpose at the time is to bring forth evi- 
dence, if the fact exists, of that kind of feeling 
toward us, the absence of which we consider the 
greatest grievance under which we labor. I[ do 
| not wish now to parade the laws which have 
| been enacted to violate, not only our constitu- 
| tional rights, but those obligations of comity ex- 
isting between friendly States. There is no use 
in it. The occasion for such argument has passed 
| by. We have to deal with events which are now 
| transpiring, and about to be consummated, and 
| 
| 
j 


| 
| 
| 
| 





angry discussion here, and the arraignment of 
men for the evil they have done, will serve but 
little good here or elsewhere. The purpose to do 
good hereafter is the onl hope for any change of 
| policy in those States that are now looking to 
their sovereign powers for their own defense. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I confess that 
I listened with amazement to what fell from the 
honorable Senator from Illinois upon the subject 
of the difficulty, most generally the impossibility, 
of recovering fugitive slaves when they get into 
the free States. If that Senator had confined his 
remarks to his own State, [ should not have felt 
myself called upon to say a word. It is so re- 
mote from my State that what inay happen there 
I know but through the newspapers, and they 
may be, and very probably are, exaggerated. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My statements of fact, I 
believe, were all confined to my own State; though 
the general opinions I expressed were not. 

Mr. MASON. That may be; but with regard 
to those in the southern States who complain of 
the refusal in good faith to execute that part of 
| the Constitution which requires slaves to be sur- 
_ rendered, I waderstood the Senator to express a 
— opinion that we were ignorant on the 
subject. 
| Mr.DOUGLAS. No, sir; [said Virginia and 
| Pennsylvania and Maryland, the border free 
States and the border slave States, did understand 
the question very well; but that those living in 
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@ne hand, which lost very few slaves, and those 
living in the extreme northern States, on the other 
hand, who are so much excited on the question, 
and to whose States fugitives hardly ever escape, 
know very litde about it, and that their excite- 
ment is just in proportion to their distance from 
the dividieg line, and their ignorance of the sub- 
ect. 

, Mr. MASON. Well, sir, the substance of the 
remarks of the Senator was that, in truth, there 
was hardly a grievance in it, either in the border 
States or elsewhere. 
upon to advert to statements of that kind before 
my constituents who know the facts. I think the 
Senator said that he did not suppose there had 
been the value of $100,000 in slaves lost in twenty 
years. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I said nothing of the kind, 
and did not allude to that subject. 

Mr. MASON. I beg the Senator’s pardon, 
then. I ascribed to him what fell from somebody 
else. The Senator from Ohio I believe it was 
who said it. Well, then, the Senators are mis- 
informed. In the report made to the Legislature 
some few years ago, on the occasion of some 
flagrant case, | think it was estimated that our 
loss was equal to $100,000 a year 

Mr. PUGH. It seems to me that the Senator 
from Virginia, as weil as the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, is not keeping to the issue. The allega- 
tion of the Senator from Georgia was not with 
regard to the escape of this property—l know that 
it escapes; but his allegation was that these States 
nullified the fugitive slave act; and | said that 
neither Virginia, nor all the southern States put 
together, have ever lost $100,000 of property by 
violations of that law. The law may not be 


sufficient. Property may escape. I do notknow 
what escapes that way; but let us have the prop- 
osiuon,. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, when I came 
here at this session I thought the argument was 
exhausted. We know what our grievances are; 
we have felt them year after year; and know that 
they are unredressed. Still, gentlemen tell me 
that it is not because they do not enforce the fugi- 
tive slave law; they alaekeen it if we bring it 
into their courts, they say. That may be; but we 
feel humiliated that we live in a common Govern- 
ment, as members of a common Government, that 
we have a covenant for our rights, and that cov- 
enant is habitually disregarded; and we are not 
answered when we are told that if we will get the 
case into court the grievance shall be redressed. 

Sir, we know that when a slave escapes from 
the borders of Virginia, and gets into the State of 
Pennsylvania, and the owner or the agent of the 
owner pursues him, he does it at the peril of his 
life, and at the peril of his liberty; and that under 
the laws of that State. I know it. We had in 
the county adjoining the one where I live, within 
a very few years, a very respectable and respons- 
ible gentleman there, in the county of Hamp- 
shire, who lost two or three slaves. He pursued 
them with a member of his family, a nephew, 
into the State of Pennsylvania; and they were 
not only rescued from their hands when they were 
seized, but the nephew being present and the 
owner not, he was incarcerated, put in jail, and 

nut under bonds to take his trialasafelon. I 
ee the men; I knew it was the property of the 
men, Theirlives were imperiled by a mob; and 
this young man went back and_ stood his trial 
upon an indictment as a felon, and the expenses 
were borne by the State of Virginia. 

We have a covenant and a Constitution that 
this all shall not be; we are members of a com- 
mon Government, over which that Constitution 
extends; and I say, sir, we are humiliated and 
dishonored in our own eyes that we remain mem- 
bers of a common Government, when the cove- 
nant is not only not regarded, but when our peo- 
ple are imperiled if they go to’enforce it, I am 
notanswered when I am told that in this case, or 
in that case, or the other case, before such a 
judge as doubtiess the honorable Senator from 
illinois was while he was a judge in his own State, 
the law has been fairly and honorably adminis- 
tered. 

Sir, the offense is, that in the non-slaveholding 


I hardly felt myself called | 
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Government on that account alone. 
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told that the Supreme Court has decided that the 
burden of executing the Constitution is upon the 
Federal Government, and not upon the State gov- 
ernments. They have given it that construction; 
but is it not the duty of the State governments, 
if they intend to live in peace and in harmony 
with their neighbors, or if they intend to preserve 
this Constitution, is it not the duty of the States 
to take care that their people ehall observe the 
law, and by State legislation, by those very police 
enactments to which the honorable Senator refers, 
to preserve, not the peace alone, but the honor of 
their people? They came under this Government, 
and if they expect us to live with them, we have 
a right to exact that they shall see that the cove- 
nant is faithfully carried into execution. 

That is the grievance. ‘The loss of propert 
continuing for years is felt; and our people feel, 
| and ought to feel, that they are degraded, when 
| their property is lost and they have no govern- 

ment at home or in the Federal power which will 
| protect them or return it. I know of one gentle- 
| man, my neighbor, a comparatively young man, 
| who has already lost $10,000 worth of that prop- 
| erty; I know of another whois my neighbor who 
| lost $10,000 of it by one escape; and they live 
| under a government in the State of Virginia that 
| is incapable of protecting them; and why? Be- 
| cause she is under engagements to the Federal 
| Government which she-regards, and the Federal 
| engagements to her are disregarded: that is the 

grievance. I thought the argument was ended; 
and yet gentlemen rise now and say, “ really that 
is no grievance at all, and if you are going to di- 
vide the Union on that, let us have up each indi- 
vidual case, and we can show you that you are 





really did not feel called upon to respond to it 
until it was suggested by the Senpdeaile Senator 
from Illinois in his reference to the border States. 
The loss of property is felt; the loss of honor is 
felt still more. I say my people are degraded and 
humiliated when they are conscious that they 
tolerate a Government which is incapable of pro- 
tecting them, refuses to protect them, and the 
yet remain in that Government. That is their 
condition. 

I did not intend to go into it, for 1 really sup- 
posed the argument was exhausted. We are to 
deal now with facts, and among them is this one 
in regard to fugitive slaves. It is only one. I 
have never yet brought my judgment to the con- 
viction that we in Virginia should break up this 
Union, or counsel others to break up this Union, 
for that reason alone—not because the fugitive 
slave law has not been administered—it may be 
administered when the Federal power can be 
brought to bear upon it. That, as I said, is not 
the grievance; it is that we are living under a 
common Government with those who do not keep 
faith in that particular. I have not brought my 
judgment to believe that we should break up the 
3 It is only 
one of the list. I would refer to another of these 
Federal relations in regard to slaves—the case of 
Lemmon and his slaves in New York. As well 
as I recollect it, he was a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, who was going to Texas, taking with him 
his slaves, to settle there. He could not sail 
directly for Texas from any port in Virginia; and 
he went to New York simply to embark, and for 
no other purpose. His property was taken from 
him and set free; he was despoiled of it by the 
laws of New York. I do not deny the right of 
New York to pass such laws as she deems proper; 
I do not complain that New York passes such 
laws as she thinks proper; but I say we are 
humiliated if we live under a common Govern- 
ment with a State that treats her confederates in 
that manner. Why, sir, in Michigan they have 
a law which makes ita felony if a gentleman pass 
ing near goes into the State with his slave and 
claims him as his slave while he is there; and 
that is a common Government, a Government of 
equals, a fraternal Government! It may very 
well happen that one ignorant of the laws of 
| Michigan, who is passing through Canada, may 
go into Michigan, merely in transitu through that 
State; but he will be pounced upon as a violator 
/of its laws, and subjected to a felon’s doom. 








States they do not see that that covenant is exe- || Michigan has a right to pass such laws as she 


cuted. It is their duty to us, as their confederates 
in acommon Government, that they shall see that 


pleases; but I say we are humiliated if we remain 
undera common Government with those who ad- 


oe | 
it is executed; and I am not answered when I am 


mistaken; that you are suffering no grievance.”’ [. 





minister the Government with us upon such a 
policy. 

That is the grievance, and that it was which 
led me to say, in some remarks I made yesterday 
that if we are to continue under this Federal Goy. 
ernment in any form, if the Government is not to 
be broken to pieces and irretrievably ruptured, jf 
any remedy can be found ‘for the grievances of 
which we complain in the South, it is not to be 
found in the Halls of Congress; it is beyond the 
reach of their legislation; it must be found in the 
conventions of the people in the States. They 
must act as States, and determine for themselves 
whether they will remain in the Confederacy, in 


‘sisting upon their presentline of policy, or whether 


they will allow that Confederacy to be broken. 
The people must determine. 1 confess I haye 
been disappointed, seeing what we see is taking 
place at the South now, that there are no move. 
ments of any kind in the free States to go into 
convention, far more to call their Legislatures, 
I am free to say that I have an earnest desire to 
remain in the Confederation—I believe such is the 
feeling of my State, and certainly it is my own; 
but I know, knowing the spirit of my people, that 
they are conscious that the time has come now 
for a settlement, and a final settlement; that that 
settlement cannot be had in Congress, it is to 
be had by the States; and that nothing can either 
continue the present Union or enable us to recon- 
struct it, unless we can get substantial, unequiv- 
ocal evidence from the non-slaveholding States 
that they will permit us, enable us, to live with 
them under a common Government, by legislating 
at home in aid of the Federal Government where 
it may be necessary, in such manner as to carry 
the covenants of the Constitution into effeci. 
There the remedy must come from. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I trust I shall be pardoned 
for another word. The Senator from Virginia 
makes it a point of complaint now that * we,’’as 
he uses the term—meéaning, of course, Virginia 
and her sister slaveholding States—are humiliated 
in living in a Union with other States where good 
faith is not kept. This is a serious charge. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator has not exactly 
stated my position. I say the people of Virginia 
must feel humiliated, I certainly do, in living in 
a Government under a covenant which the other 
parties to it do not keep, and which, while we 
remain under a common Government, we have it 
not in our power to make them keep, and there- 
fore the — of Virginia are under a Govern- 
ment incapable of protecting them in their rights 
of property. That is it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I accept the explanation 
with pleasure. Then the complaint is, that we 
do not keep the covenant provided for in the Con- 
stitution. That covenant is, that fugitive slaves 
shall be surrendered. We acknowledge the cov- 
enant; and I understand that our pledge is, that 
we will keep it in the mode contemplated by the 
Constitution. Whatwasthatmode? First, that 
Congress should supply the requisite legislation 
necessary to carry that obligation into effect. 
Congress did, in 1793, pass a bill that was sup- 

osed to be sufficient. In 1850, a supplementary 
aw was passed. Why? Because the Supreme 
Court of the United States had decided that so 
much of the act of 1793 as made it the duty of 
justices of the peace and other State officers to 
execute the Constitution of the United States was 
not binding. That decision rendered it neces- 
sary for us to pass a new law to remedy that evil, 
by which United States officers should be substi- 
tuted for those of the States, in obedience to the 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Inasmuch as we of the free States did 
not perhaps understand the subject as well as the 
slavcholding States, we agreed, by common con- 
sent, that the slaveholding Staces should make 
their own law; and finding no man in America 
so well qualified to prepare a good law, exactly 
adapted to the faithfal execution of this obligation, 
as the Senator from Virginia, to him was assigned 
the duty and honor of preparing the law. We 
passed his law into effect. The law now, which 
it is complainec does not work well, is the one 
which he wrote. We took it, I believe, as he 
pre d it; and we are now told that we are 
guilty of bad faith, because his law is not ¢X°- 
cuted! Whose fault is it that it is not executed? 
The Supreme Court has decided that it is the 
duty of the Fedcral Government to execute the 
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law. He does not complain that the Federal Ad- | 
ministration has not done its duty under the law. | 
He makes no such complaint of Mr. Buchanan | 
or of Mr. Pierce or of Mr. Fillmore, and those | 
are the only Presidents we have had since his | 
law took effect. If they have performed their | 
duty in good faith under the law, and yet the 
obligations of the Constitution are not fulfilled, | 
there must be a defect in the law. If the law | 
which he gave us, and which, at the time, he sup- 

sosed was sufficient to perform the constitutional | 
obligation, has proved to be insufficient, I should 
suppose that he would see the propriety of bring- 


ing forward an amendment to his own law, | 
stead of referring the matter to a convention of | 
the people of Virginia. if that law is not suf- 
ficient to perform the constitutional obligation, it 
js his duty and mine to make it sufficient. I am 
ready to-day to vote for any supplementary law 
that may be necessary and proper to carry out 
in good faith that obligation of the Constitution. 
If the Senator will indicate it, will prepare it, and 
bring it into the Senate, [ doubt not that it will 
be passed before the 4th of March, and become 
the law of the land. 

Then, sir, why is it that the non-execution of 
a law, or a defect in an act of Congress, cannot 
be remedied in Congress, but must be referred to 
a convention of the States? And what sort of a 
convention of the States is proposed? Nota con- 
vention of all the States; but it is proposed that 
the southern States shall go into convention by 
themselves, and the northern States by them- 
selves; and when they get into separate conven- 
tions the same misapprehensions that have blinded 
the judgment of Senators here will blind the judg- 
ment of the conventions; and each convention 
will criminate against the other section, and have 
nobody there to expose the error. The Senator 
thinks ita misfortune that we have got upon these 
details. I am delighted that we have some spe- 
cifications, so that we can discuss details. All I 
ask is, that the specification of grievances shall be | 
made out. Give us each charge and each specifi- 
cation. If there is any one that can be substanti- 
ated, I will vote for the necessary legislation and 
the necessary power in the Executive to remove 
it; and every one that is not true should be aban- 
doned. I hold that there is no grievance growing | 
out of a non-fulfillment of constitutional obliga- 
tions, which cannot be remedied under the Con- 
stitution and within the Union; and I hold that 
every constitutional obligation imposed by that 
instrument must be executed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. If legislation is necessary, Congress is 
the proper tribunal to furnisifthat legislation, and 
not conventions of the separate States. These 
suggestions of conventions by separate States it 
is easy to understand. It is departing from the 
Constitution of our country. The Constitution 
does not prescribe thatasa mode of fulfilling con- 
stitutional obligations. ‘The Constitution has 
pointed out a mode by which constitutional obli- 
gations shall be fulfilled. When legislation is | 
necessary, let us enact it. Let him who says 
there is not the requisite legislation point out the 
defect, and bring in the bill that will afford the 
requisite legislation. Then, if the Executive does 
not fulfill his duty by executing the laws faith- 
fully, let us have him impeached. The Consti- 
tution has prescribed the mode of doing it; has 
pointed out the tribunal to impeach him, and | 
the tribunal to try him. So long as there is no 
complaint that the Executive has not done his 
duty, it follows either that the laws have been 
faithfully executed, or that there is a defect in 
them. If there isa defect in the law, it is the fault 
of the Senator from Virginia and myself that such 
defect exists; and, as he framed the law, he, of all 
men on earth, is under the highest moral obliga- 
tion to revise his own work, and give us a good 
law, and not break up the Government because 
he framed a bad law, and refuses to correct the 
error. 

Mr. WIGFALL obtained the floor. | 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, one word— |! 





Mr. WIGFALL. I have but a few words to || 


7 myself. | 
Ir. DOUGLAS. I think it right that the Sen- | 


—_ from Virginia should be heard in response 
o me. 


Mr.MASON. The Senator from Illinois points | 





out no defect in the existing fugitive slave law, || 


and I am unaware of any defect in it; I have | 


| 


| 








| never heard of any defect in it; and yet the Sen- || 


ator says that if we do not recover our slaves it | 
must be by reason of a defect in the law, and that 
we are at fault because we do not supply the de- 
fect. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Either a defect in the law or 
a defect in the administration of the law. If you 
do not recover your property in a case where you 
bring it before the courts, that is the fault in the 
administration of the law; but if you do not 
bring it before the courts, it is your fault, not 


}; ours. 


Mr. MASON. If the honorable Senator ex- 
pects to operate in the slightest degree on public 
sentiment in the South by meeting their allega- 
tions of grievances under the Union by that mode 
of argument, [ say to him, with all respect, he 
will not only not do it, but he will actually in- 
flame it. What I want to present is this: unless 
we have evidences from the people in the conven- 
tions of the States to show us to the contrary, by 
adequate and undoubted security in some form, 
we are becoming satisfied that we cannot with 


honorremain undera common Government. That 
is all. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President 

Mr. COLLAMER. Will the gentleman in- 
dulge me, for a moment, to make a suggestion to 
the Senator from Virginia? That Senator is aware, 
I presume, that in the Prigg case the Supreme 
Court decided that it was the exclusive power and 
duty of Congress to legislate under that clause of 
the Constitution. Is he not aware that it was 
further decided in that case that all State legisla- 
tion in aid of the return of fugitive slaves was un- 
constitutional and void? Is he not aware that that 
is the decision which blocks up any aid by State 
legislation in favor of returning fugitives ? 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, the Senator | 
from Illinois says that he is gratified that we are 
going into details, discussing minor points—one 
of which was incidentally alluded to by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia; for, in the catalogue of griev- 
ances, he mentioned incidentally this matter of 
the non-execution of the fugitive slave bill. It is 
a matter that concerns very few States, and those | 
that are concerned about it seem perfectly con- 
tent. That does not go to the gist 

Mr. FOOT. Will the Senator let us adjourn? | 

Mr. WIGFALL. No, | will not adjourn. I 
have something to say before I can agree to ad- 
‘ria I beg the Senator’s pardon if I answered 
1im brusquely. *I did not so mean. 

The Senator from I}linois says that he is glad 
we are going into details, and making spcecifica- 
tions; and he pledges himself here before the 
country, and as a Senator, that.if we will make | 
out our list of grievances, and state the specifica- 











tions, he, by his vote, will remove them. Now, || 


sir, | accept the pledge, and I will state a griev- 


ance. Itis, that the inhabitants of a Territory, || 


gathered from every quarter of the world—from 
the Five Points of ive York and the purlieus | 
of London—under homestead bills, have squatted 
upon domain that belongs to these States; that 
they, in their arrogance and impudence, counte- 
nanced by men whose opinions have in other 
days weighed with the people of the United States, 
and in open violation of the organic law, (if such 
a term can be applied to a mere parchment writing 
that passes the Federal Legislature,) in open vio- 
lation of the law of Congress that organized the 
Territory, have attempted to decide what is prop- 
erty and what is not,-and to confiscate it. Now, 
I ask the Senator from Illinois-whether he will 
vote to repeal their unconstitutional, illegal legis- 
lation, and whether he will vote, in order to re- 
store peace to the country, for enforcing the laws 
and protecting the rights of the people of the 
South in their property within the . 





erritories? | 


That is one of the grievances under which we | 


are excited, under which we are suffering. It is | 
one of the points that has excited the public mind 
as much as any other, and the country in which 
I live infinitely more than the fugitive slave bill, | 
or all other bills upon that question. It is this | 
attempt of the inhabitants of a Territory to as- | 


|| Mr. DOUGLAS. 


\| 


| 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I will not, sir, at this late 
| 
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eral Constitution. Three times in that compact 
are they recognized as property. First, there is 
a provision that, before the year 1808, the slave 
| trade should not be interrupted. Then it was 
recognized as a legitimate matter of commerce. 
| The slave trade could not by Congress be inter- 
fered with for twenty years, It was the only 
branch of trade that could not be interfered with. 
This was a clear, distinct recognition of the prin- 
ciple that man has the right to own property in 
| man—yes, sir, and to traffic in the souls and 
bodies of men. That is in the Constitution, 
Another recognition of slaves as property is in 
the further provision that when they escape they 
shall be delivered up on claim of their owners. 
The third is the provision as to taxation and rep- 
resentation. We say, then, that slaves are prop- 
erty by the law of the land; by our own State 
constitutions and State laws; that slaves are 
recognized in the Federal Constitution as prop- 
,erty. We say that within our own limits we 
| will protect that species of property. Within 
| the limits of the States where it is not property, 
we ask no protection. We say that in all Fed- 
eral territory, in this District of Columbia, on 
board our merchant vessels when three miles 
from shore, wherever the Federal flag floats, or 
the Federal laws extend, or the Federal: courts 
have jurisdiction, there we are entitied to pro- 
tection unless this Government is unlike any 
other Government that ever was instituted by 
man, and is not pledged to protect the property 
of citizens that is within and under its jurisdic- 
tion. These being our views, we demand that 
in the District of Columbia, in the forts, in the 
navy-yards, in the dock-yards, on board of our 
merchant vessels when three miles from land, and 
in the Territories, that species of property shall 
be protected by Federal legislation. Will the 
Senator give us that protection? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer the question 
| of the Senator. I think he is utterly mistaken in 
| supposing that that is the cause of complaint. I 

think he is utterly mistaken in supposing the 
Union is to be dissolved because of the violation 
of southern rights in that matter e 


| Mr. WIGFALL. Though I took my seat, I 








gave way simply that the Senator might answer 

my question. Ifhe is going to answer it, enough; 
| if not, | propose to go on. 
I propose to answer by 
| showing that that is nota cause of grievance; and 
| I prove it by the Journal of this body, because a 
majority of this Senate, the Senator included, 
voted under oath this very year, that that is not 
the cause. 


| Mr. WIGFALL. Show it. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I think Iam not mistaken 


| as to the Senator’s vote. When the resolutions 





| of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} 
| were up, and an amendment was offered by the 


|| other Senator from Mississippi, |Mr. Brown,] 


| declaring that there was now a necessity for le- 
| gislation to protect slave property in the Territo- 
| ries, the Senate voted itdown. They voted that 
there was no such cause existing; that no such 
outrage had occurred as to create a necessity for 
legislation by this Government, and consequently 
they would not enact it. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Will the Senator turn to 
the record? because I do not care about being 
tried without it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The record is here. I make 
the statement. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I deny it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. When those resolutions 
were brought up, the Senator from Mississippi 
{Mr. Brown] moved to amend by saying that a 


|| cause now existed; and he brought in, also, a 


bill to protect slave property in thé Territories, 
and the Senate voted it down on the ground that 
the necessity does not now exist, although they 
thought the time might come when it would. 
Mr. WIGFALL. No,sir. I deny it flatly 
and unqualifiedly. 


hour, go into the record, because it would take 


sume powers which’are denied, in this day and || some time to hunt it up and present it; but I am 


gencration, the people of sovereign States. i] 





Now I put it to the Senator from Illinois. I | 
wish no dodging Our proposition is, that slaves | 
are property. e say that they are property by 


the laws of the States in which welive. We 7. | 


that they are recognized as property by the Fe 


ready to hunt it up. But the statement that this 
| Union is to be dissolved because of an apprelien- 
sion that we will not do what no one of these 
| gentlemen has brought in a bill to do, is a very 

extraordinary declaration. If the grievance is 


i} that we have not passed laws to protect slavery 
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in the Territories, why does not some one of you 
bring in a bill to protect slavery in the Territories? 
It will not do for you to say you will destroy the | 
Union for fear we will not do that which no maui | 
of you will bring forward a law to do, Nor will 
it do for you to assume that such a bill would 
not be passed, until you make the effort. I am 
ready to meet that question whenever you bring 
up the bill, Point out your grievance, write your 
bill to fit the grievance, and after you have pre- 
pared your bill, I will discuss its provisions with 
you; and when you come to its passage, then I 
will show you my vote on the bill itself; and 
I want you to record yours at the same time. It 
will be time enough for you to assign that as a 
cause for breaking up the Union when you have 
made an effort and have failed in getting the law 
passed. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Illinois, instead of answering my question, 
with what might be considered Yankee shrewd- 
ness propounds another; and instead of speaking 
to my indictment, he prefers one against me. 
Now, sir, [ stand upon the record, and defy him 
to produce it here. When the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Davis] introduced resolutions set- 
ting forth the doctrines which I have stated, af- 
firming the right to protect property, the other 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] intro- 
duced another resolution, the precise words of 
which I do not now recollect; but it declared that 
an emergency had now arisen requiring legisla- 
tion 

Mr. DAVIS. “ Experience having shpwn that 
the Constitution and common law do not afford 
us sufficient protection,’? That was the language. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Be thatasit may, when that 
question came up, I voted for Mr. Davis’s reso- 
lution, which contained a clear, distinct declara- 
tion that we were bound to protect slave property 
wherever protection was necessary; and I did not 
vote for Mr. Brown’s resolution, for the rea- 
sous which were then given, that as to the fact 
whether a prohibitory law had passed in Kansas 
or not, I was not advised, nor as to whether such 
a law woujd be there enforced; and I was not ad- 
vised whether the courts would then immediately 
bring a case up; and for divers other reasons, I 
chose not to vote for it. It was, in addition to 
that, changing the issue. 

Mr. DAVIS. If my friend from Texas will 
allow me, [ think I can assist his memory. The 
resolution which was voted upon and negatived | 
was one which declared that experience had shown 
that the Constitution and common law did not 
afford sufficient protection to property in slaves 
in the Territories. The bill, which was to annul 
the legislation of Kansas, was referred to a com- 
mittee, and was reported back by that committee, 
and you never voted upon it at all, because it 
never was brought to a vote. There was no vote 
upon the direct question. : 

Mr. WIGFALL. I have, sir, confused 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I should like to have the | 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] state 
whathis amendment was. I was sick at the time, 
and absent from the Senate. I have stated it from 
recollection of itas it was in the newspapers; but 
if I find that I have done the Senator from Texas 
injustice on a matter of fact, I should like an op- | 
portunity to correct it; but £ would like the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, who moved the amendment, 
to state what it was. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Do you mean Mr. Brown’s 
amendment to Mr. Davis’s resolution? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WIGFALL. TI recollect it. It was that 
the emergency had already arisen. 

Mr. BROWN. I suppese, with the indul- 
gence of Senators, I can state precisely what were 
the facts. My colleague introduced resolutions, 
one of which was to this effect—I may not quote 
the language precisely: that whenever experi- 
ence shall show that the executive and judicial 





i 








branches of the Government have not sufficient i} 


powers to give adequate protection to slave prop- | 
erty in the Territories, then it will become neces- 
sary and proper for the Congress to interpuse and 
give that protection. That was the fifth resolu- | 
tion in the series. I, from circumstances which 


I do not detail, as I have been interpolated into | 


this discussion, believing the emergency had al- | 


. ° i 
ready arisen, moved, as an amendment, a resolu- | 


tion declaring that experience having already 
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shown that the Constitution and the common law 
do not afford sufficient protection, it has become 
the duty of Congress to interpose and afford that 
| protection. That was the substance of those 
| resolutions. And now, in reference to the bill 
which I introduced—a bill to annul the laws of 
Kansas abolishing slavery in that Territory, and 
denouncing penalties against the master who 
claimed the right of property in a slave: I pre- 
sented it upon a certifed copy of an act of the 
Territorial Legislature of Kansas, showing that 
they had passed laws not only abolishing slaver 

in that Territory, but denouncing the penalty (if 
my memory serves me) of $200 fine—a fine, at all 
events—and imprisonment. I referred that bill 
to the Committee on Territories, of which my 
friend from Missouri [Mr. Green] is chairman. 

At the same session we had a bill, from the 
House of Representatives, repealing the laws of 
New Mexico protecting slavery. My bill, ac- 
cording to my recollection, was held by the com- 
mittee one hundred and ten days, or about that 
time. In the same month, and within ten days 
of each other, the Senator from Missouri reported 
back both bills. He reported against the bill of 
the House of Representatives, and reported in 
favor of discharging the committee from the fur- 
| ther consideration of my bill. As I understood 
the report on my bill, it was this: that the propo- 
sition was not worthy of consideration. I know 
the committee did not say so; but when a Senate 
| or House committee have propositions which they 
think not worthy of consideration, they ask to be 
| discharged from them. They are not regarded as 
| worthy of being reported for or against. That is 
the way I view it. There was no vote upon the 
bill in the Senate, as my colleague says. I rose 
in my place, on the report of the Senator from 
Missouri being made, (and, if the record is cor- 
rectly kept, it will show it,) and objected to the 
consideration of the report then. The report on 
| the House bill was considered, and the Senate 
agreed to it. 

Mr. GREEN. No. 

Mr. BROWN. I think so. My friend will 
find, when he looks to the record, that he is mis- 
taken. 

Mr. GREEN. The report on the House bill 
was not considered, and it is now depending on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator will find himself 
mistaken. 

Mr. GREEN. I know I am fot. 

Mr. BROWN. I will consult the record. 

Mr. WIGFALL. That is not the question. 

Mr. BROWN. Iam answering the question 
put to me by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. WIGFALL. That is going off on an out- 
| side issue. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator from Texas 
| will allow me, I will now present the record. I 
/have here the Journal. His statement is, that 
| because we do not pass acts of Congress to protect 
' slave property in the Territories, that fact is one 
| of the causes for dissolving or breaking up the 
| Union. 

Mr. WIGFALL. No sir. I said that one of 
the causes, and one that has created more excite- 
| ment and dissatisfaction than any other, is, that 
| this Government will not hereafter, and when it 
| is necessary, interpose to protect slaves as prop- 
| erty in the Territories; and I asked the Senator 
| if he would abandon his squatter-sovereignty no- 
tions and agree to protect*slaves as ail other 
property? 

Mr.DOUGLAS. My answer to that was this: 
that no such necessity yet exists, and that the 
Senator so voted, and the Senate so voted, at the 
| last session; and I could not imagine that he was 
| going to break up the Government on account of 
' evils that do not exist, and may never arise. He 
| denies that he ever voted that there is no such 
| necessity existing. I have the record. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Well, now, read it. 
Mr.DOUGLAS. Theresolutionof Mr. Davis, 
| of Mississippi, or rather one of his series of res- 
, olutions, was this: ; 

| “That the existing condition of the Territories of the 


| United States does not require the intervention of Congress 
for the protection of property in slaves.” 


| Mr. DAVIS. Oh, no. No such resolution. 
Mr. WIGFALL. Itis Mr. Crineman’s res- 
_ olution, not Mr. Davis’s, that you are reading. 


















December J], 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Perhaps I have st Ge 
| wrong resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS. Oh, very wrong. 

| Mr. DOUGLAS. Nevermind. Ido notcare 


whether itis Mr. Davis’s or Mr. Cuineman’s. 











Mr. DAVIS. But that is very different from 
what Mr. Davis proposed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, if it turns out that 
way: 

** On motion by Mr. Brown, to amend the same by strik- 
ing out the word ‘ not ;’so that it would read : 

“That the existing condition of the Territories of the 
United States does require the intervention of Congress 
for the protection of property in slaves.”’ 

Mr. WIGFALL. I voted against that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. On the vote being taken, the 
Senate refused to strike out the word * not,” the 
Senator from Texas included. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Yes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. So as to leave the resolution 
to stand that it did not require it, instead of that 
Hn did. Now,I should like to see whether the 
same amendment was not offered to the rego- 
lution of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr, 
oh 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 wanted to say to the Senator 
that it was Mr. Ciineman’s amendment to my 
resolution, and that now he perceives the very 
great importance of his not making the mistake; 
because that was not one of the series, and was 
not a resolution adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As I said, if you will give 
me an opportunity, if he will give me until to- 
morrow morning, I will examine the record. 
Mr. DAVIS. Of course. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 1 have not the slightest ob- 
jection. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I still understand the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] to have 
moved an affirmative proposition that interven- 
tion was necessary, and that the Senate voted it 
down. At any rate, if intervention was neces- 
sary, and Senators would not bring in a bill for 
it, that only shows that those gentlemen were all 
recreant to the cause of the South in not bringing 
itin; and when they never have brought in the 
bill, certainly they are not going to dissolve the 
Union because I was not in favor of it. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Oh, we do not intend to 
dissolve it atall! [Laughter.]} 

Mr. IVERSON. Allow me to go over that 
matter, to place myself right. 

Mr. WIGFALL. You voted with the rest of 
us on that matter? 

Mr. IVERSON. No. 

Mr. WIGFALL. _ You voted against us? 

Mr. IVERSON. es, sir. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Then you voted right, and 
you need not explain. [Laughter.] The Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. Cxiineman] intro- 
duced a resolution— 

“That the existing condition of the Territories of the 


United States does not require the intervention of Congress 
for the protection of property in slaves.”? 
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Mr. Brown moved to strike out ‘ not,’’ and 
declare— 

“That the existing condition of the Territories of the 
United States does require the intervention of Congress 
for the protection of property in slaves.”’ 


| 
| I voted against both, and Senators here will rec- 
| ollect well, those who were in the Chamber, that 
I gave as a reason, that the Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Davis] -had introduced a resolution 
setting forth a principle—the duty of the Govern- 
ment to afford protection to slave property—and 
that I was willing to vote for that principle; that 
the other Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown | 
| and the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Cuiine- 
MAN] were coupling it with a fact, and that I was 
opposed to mixing questions of law and of fact 
at that time. -1 said it was a matter upon which 
I was not advised; and I recollect very well say- 
| ing, jestingly, that I supposed it would be very 
| well to have the question of fact referred to the 
Covode committee, and get a.report on it at the 
next session of Congress. 
I voted against the resolution declaring that the 
emergency already existed; [ voted against the 
resolution declaring that it did not exist. | did 





not choose to be diverted from the direct path of 


duty which lay before me; and that was, to have 
a declaration of a great principle. 1 beg pardon 
of the Senator from Illinois for using the phrase 
“ Seeatala 38 : a 
great principle.’ I did not mean 11 disrespe 
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fally: but I did regard thatas a a principle, | when I ask the previous question under these 
i : . . : . < | 
a _ considerations, will one this debate, organize the 


end under those circumstances 
poth resolutions that have been referred to. 

Mr. DAVIS. With the permission of the Sen- 

ator, | will move that the Senate do now adjourn, 
order that he may continue his remarks. 
Mr. WIGFALL. The Senate seems to be 
thin, and Senators seem to be fatigued. I have 
no objection to the Senate adjourning now, and 
making the few remarks I intend to make in the 
morning. 1 therefore yield to the motion. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, December 11, 1860. 


in 





voted against | 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, said he came 
into the House yesterday suffering from indis- 
position; that during the discussion on the amend- 
ment to the Treasury note bill, introduced by the 
gentieman from Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp,] he 
became too unwell to remain longer; and that, 


had he been present, he should have voted in the | 


affirmative on the first branch of said amendment. 


REPORT FROM THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Postmaster General, trans- | 


mitting the information called for by resolution 
of the House of Representatives, showing the 


distances by the usual mail routes from the post | 
oflice of each Senator and Representative in Con- | 


gress to the city of Washington; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Mileage, ‘and ordered 
to be printed. 


NEW YORK CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
testimony in the New York contested-election 
case, as to the seat of Mr. Sickies; which was 
referred to the Committee of Elections, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
SERVICE ON SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


The SPEAKER declared the business in order 
to be the motion of Mr. Hawkins to be excused 
from service on the special committee of one from 
each State, to which was referred that portion of 
the President’s message relating to secession move- 
ments. 


Mr. COBB. Itis notmy purpose, Mr. Speaker, || 
to occupy the time of the House by any extended | 


remarks on this suyject. Lam satisfied that the 


(that the gentleman will renew it when he shall |} mind is to be misled and misguided; yet intend- 


special committee, and submit the question to 
their consideration; so that they may, if they 
can, present something to cause hermony among 
the people of the country. The papers this morn- 
ing reflect a gleam of light from Boston, which 
| may, perhaps, have a tendency to quiet the pub- 
lic mind. bet the people of the northern States 
meet in convention, and let them, whenever elec- 


justice, and that the questions which agitated the 
| country will be taken hold of by the people them- 
| selves. 


| tions are pending, give demonstration to the | 
country that there is now a returning sense of || 


LOBE. 


i} 


I hope that the committce will be allowed to | 


engage in the duties assigned to them, and en- | 


deavor to present something to the consideration, 


ofthe Houseand thecountry. Itis possible that the 
committee may be able to do something to har- 
| monize the country. I know that my State will 
not remain in this Confederacy longer than the 


15sh of January, unless something be done. My 
prayer is that something may be done by which || 


that State may remain in this Union upon consti- | 


tutional and equal principles. lam nota seces- 
sionist. I desire peace. but, sir, I desire that my 


If that can be done, may God help us 
to remain in the Union so long as the sun shines! 


but if not, then my prayers will not be sent forth | 


for the perpetuity of this happy Government. I 
call the previous question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Alabama will withdraw t 
for the present. 
four or five minutes only. 


Mr.COBB. I will withdraw the demand, hoping 


have concluded. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, the 


|| members from Florida (Mr. Hawkins] and from 
| South Carolina [Mr. Boyce] have each requested 


| 
| 


eyes of the whole country are now directed to the | 


proceedings of this House, watching what this 

Howse will do, and what report this special com- 

mittee will make. I am anxious myself to see 
the report of that committee, hoping—although I 
must confess, such hopes are faint—that some 
= may result from the action of the committee. 
P 


anything is to be done to save my State, it | 
must be done immediately. The election for dele- | 


gates to the conyention takes place on the 24th of 
this month, and the convention meets on the 7th 
of next month. I would like to make known my 


views in relation to the various questions that | 


have brought about the excitement which now || they are unable to obtain them in it. 


pervades the whole land; but a sense of duty ad- 
monishes me to withhold the expression of those 
views and to ask that the previous question be 
sustained, in order that we may have a vote on 
excusing the gentleman from Florida, as we will 


members of the committee. 
much time in discussing the questions that are 
to come before the committee, the committee itself 
will not be able to take hold of the subject now 
agitating the country; and men’s minds will be 
kept in agitated suspense. 

Vhat mean the crowded galleries here to-day? 
The question is easily answered. It shows the 
excitement which pervades the public mind, not 
only here but all over the country. The people 
are looking daily and hourly for this House to 
do something. Shall I now monopolize the time 


which ought to be used by this committee in dis- || 


cussing the questions which will necessarily come 
up before them, and come up before the 


| thousand voters in my district. 


| this House to relieve them from serving on,this 


committeegand have given their reasons therefor. 
It may notbe Lprones to give some explanation 
of my determined course of action. I accept the 
appointment, and shall meet with the committee. 
For this I may be blamed here—I may be censured 


at home; still, since my judgment dictates this | 


course as proper, and my conscience approves, I 
defy the world’s .. 
I stand here to-day, not the Representative of 


ratdemand |! 
I desire to detain the House for || 


my own preferences, but the interest of fourteen | 


and their wishes shall be the rule of my action 
while I hold a seat upon this floor. 
I must be allowed to express my regret that 


| the resolution creating thf committee came from 


a southern member. It, however, did, and from 
a distinguished son of the Commonwealth of Vir- 


| ginia, and was indorsed by a very large majority 


| of members from the southern States. 


; he si I cannot 
therefore consider it dishonorable to serve on it. 
While I expect nothing useful to the harmony of 


Their interests | 


the country from the action of thiscommittee, I | 


arrest the present action of the southern States 
in the progress they are making to secure their 
equality and their rights out of the Union, sinec 


_In my judgment, a proper respect for the dig- 
nity of the South demands that the members on 


| shall guard against its being made to operate to | 


rests upon public opinion,’’ Then, if it tives a 
all, it mustlive in the affection of the people, and 
as that has been entirely extinguished—at least 
so far as the Republican party is concerned—I 
have no hope of maintaining it by compromises 
or the use of the sword. Any policy, then, of the 
now dominant Republican party which destroys 
all affection for the Union in the hearts of the 
people of the slave States, must, and has already, 
destroyed the only cord that can bind the Union. 

In my judgment, the subject-matter referred to 
this committee, does not properly belong to this 
House, and should not have originated here. 
The alarming controversy which now so gen- 


’ 


| erally disturbs the popular mind of this great 


| vanced b 


nation, grows out of principles and systems ad- 
y the dominant party of the free States 


| of this Union, which, in the estimation of the 


slave States, are subversive of the constitutional 


' compact between the States, and directly at war 


with their safety and material interegts. It has 
thus become a direct issue between the States, and 
can only be adjusted and arranged by them. We 
cannot do anything, in a controversy like this, 
to bind the States, and it is fruitless to try it. 
The Senators are the representatives of the 


| States, and if any action is had by Congress upon 
State may be awarded her rights under the Con- || 
; Stitution, 


this subject, it should have originated with them, 


| and not with us. 


I can but regard this committee asa tub thrown 
out to the whale to amuse only until the 4th of 
March next; and thus arrest the present noble 


, and manly movements of the southern States to 


provide by that day for their security and safety 
out of the Union. 

With these views, I take my place on the com- 
mittee, for the purpose of preventing it being 
made a means of deception, by which the public 


| ing honestly and patriotically to entertain any 


fair proposition for adjustment of pending evils 


| which the Republican members may submit. 


In obedience to my promise, | now renew the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man will not call for the previous question until 
we shall have heard from some gentleman upon 
the other side of the House. I particularly desire 
to hear from some getitleman from the other side 
upon this question. [Cries of ** Question!”’ from 
the Republican side. ] 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question amared to be put. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be upon 
excusing the gentleman from Florida from serv- 
ing on the committee. 

Mr. HAWKINS called for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 95, nays 101; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Ashley, Avery, 
Barksdale, Barr, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boteler, 
Branch, Bristow, Brown, Burnett, Burnham, Carey, Case, 


| Join B. Clark, Clopton, Coltax, Burton Craige, Crawford, 


| Curry, De Jarnetie, Dunn, Edgerton, 


the committee from the southern States should all | 


withdraw, and leave the Republican members to 


separate consideration of the several delegations 
from the southern States. Since, however, this 
will not be done, I shall act with them in the hope 
that no southern member will so far disregard his 
self-respect as to propose terms to the northern 
members. 1 am of the opinion that our present 
Constitution is quite ample to secure to the south- 
ern States all rights, State and individual, if hon- 


estly and faithfully administered in strict accord- | 


ance with itsletterand spirit; and asthe conscience 
of the Republican party will not allow it thus to 
be executed, I do not hope we can find any se- 
curity In any compromise or in any reconstruc- 
tion of the Constitution. The only safe guarantee 


|| we can rely upon is evidence that fanaticism has 


use || been extinguished in the mind of the people of 


afier the report shall have been made? I think I || the North, and that a sense of justice has been 


ought not to do so; and I trust that the House, |/ restored. 


It bas well been said, ‘Our Union 


' etheridge, Fenton, 
Fiorence, Frank, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hale, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John T. Uarris, 
Hatton, Hickman, Hindman, Houston, Hughes, Hutchins, 
Irvine, Jenkins, Jones, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Lan- 
drum, Leake, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert 8. 
Martin, Millson, Millward, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Sydenham 
Moore, Morse, Nelson, Ni@lack, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, 
Potter, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Edwin R. Keynoids, Riggs, 
Ruffin, Scott, Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, 
Stanton. Steyenson, William Stewart, Stratton, ‘Thomas, 
Tompkins, Underwood, Vailandigham, Vance, Wade, 


| Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Webster, Wells, 


, | meet, consult, and submit an altimatum for the || 
have togo over the same ground in relation toother || 


If we take up so | 


} 


| 


Winslow, Wood, and Woodson—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, 
Barret, Bouligny, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Bur 
lingame, Butterfield, Carter, Llorace F. Clark, Cobb, John 
Cochrane, Conkling, Cox, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, John 
G. Davis, Hawes, Delano, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
English, Foster, Fouke, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 
Haskin, Helmick, Hill, lioard, Holman, William Howard, 
William A. Howard, Humphrey, Junkin, Francis W. Kel- 
logg, Kenyon, Killinger, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, 
James M. Leach, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis,Charies 
D. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McKean, McKenty, 
McKnight, McPherson, Montgomery, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, tsaac N. Morris, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, 
Phelps, Porter, Pottle, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Christo 


| pher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Scranton, Sedgewick, 


Sherman, Sickles, William Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stokes, Stout, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Train, Vande- 
ver, Verree, Walton, Etiihu B. Washburne, Whiteley, 
Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff— 101. 


So Mr. Hawxis was not excused. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. BURCH (when his name was called) stated 
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judgment in reference to the vote I then gave, I 


a 
60 
that, having voted to raise this committee, and 
desiring some compromise to be effected, he should | 
vote ** no,’’ without intending, by so doing, any | 
disrespect to the gentleman from Florida. 

Mr. STRATTON stated that Mr. Campse i 
was detained from the House by indisposition. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland, said he had | 
paired off with Mr. Farnsworru; otherwise, he | 
should have voted * ay.’’ a 

Mr. HINDMAN said he would have voted in 
the affirmative if he had been within the bar when 
his name was called: 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, asked leave of the 
Tiouse to explain his vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said: I have not | 
voted; and ask to be excused from voting, for the 
reason that I am a member of the committee, and 
being with the gentleman from Florida in politics, 
Ido not like to vote one way or the other, be- | 
cause, if I vote “no,’’ it might be a reflection | 
upon the gentleman from Florida; and if I vote | 
‘fay,’’ it might be a reflection upon myself. 
[Laughter.] 

No objection being made, Mr. Davis was ex- 
cused from voting. 

Mr. WHITELEY said, that as excusing the | 
gentleman from Florida would, in his opinion, | 
destroy the integrity of the committee, he would | 
vote in the negative. 

Mr. SINGLETON not being within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, objected, 

Mr. SINGLETON said, that if he had been 
within the bar, he would have voted in the affirm- 
ative, 

Mr. JACKSON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Ferry; he being in the affirmative and 
Mr. Ferry in the negative upon this question. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. HAWKINS. Ihave butone single remark 
tomake. Silence upon my part now might be 
misconstrued; silence upon my part now might | 
be construed to an assent upon my part to serve 
upon that committee. I have but one word to | 
say further, and I say it with all deference and 
good feeling to those who have voted against my 
wish or proposition. I will not serve upon this 
committee. 

Mr. BOYCE. Mr. Speaker, for reasons which | 
must naturally suggest themselves to the intelli- 
—_ of the House, I respectfully ask leave to 
ve excused from serving on the special commit- 
tee of thirty-three, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
ing the gentleman. 

‘The question being upon the motion to excuse, 

Mr. HAWKINS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ated. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to say that it does 
seem to me that the action of this House, in re- 
fusing toexcuse gentlemen when it is well known 
that they do not intend to perform any service 
upon the committee,and when they ask it respect- 
fully, and state that it is the conclusion of their 
judgment, after mature reflection, that they can- 
not, in justice to themselves and to the States 
which they represent, serve upon the committee; 
I say it does seem to me mgst extraordinary and 
most remarkable, that this House will not excuse 
gentlemen under such circumstances. Now, sir, 
I voted to excuse the gentleman from Florida. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. 1 
understand that the yeas and nays have been 
ordered, and the call of the roll commenced. 

The SPEAKER. The call of the roll had not 
commenced, 

Mr. BURNETT. I say that I voted to raise 
this committee; but I must confess that, while I 
desire every movement to be made by this House 

fy can be, looking to the restoration of 
quiet and peace to the country, I had but very 
little confidence in the ere when it was 
originally made; and if I had consulted my own 





I object to excus- 





should have voted against the proposition of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bore er, } for this 
reason alone: that I was satisfied then, as I was 
after the announcement of the committee, that 
we did not get any committee appointed by the 
Speaker of this House under that resolution com- | 
posed of representative men of the various States 
of this Confederacy. I wassatisfied of itther,and 
the sequel has only convinced me that I was right. 


5 ssssssssssssssSsSsSsSssssSSSS9S9 00 I 


THE CON 











I do not desire to go back into this discussion, 
or to refer to the various material of which this 
committee is composed. I simply rise for the 
purpose of saprecniag the hope that we would 
not be required to go through a call of the yeas 
and nays again upon the proposition of the gen- 
tlerhan from South Carolina. It is unnecessary 
for me to enter into the reasons that operate upon 
my mind. Itis well known to this House that 
the action of the members of the House from the 
State of South Carolina will, in a very short time, 
determine in this House that their presence will 
be continued here but a very few days. Why, 
then, call the yeas and nays, and undertake to 
force gentlemen to serve when they announce that 
they will not do it. It seems to me passing 
strange. Is it a part of the coercion that is to be 
used? Is it the mode and manner by which we 
expect to restore peace and good-will in the coun- 
try? Shall we undertake to compel gentlemen to 
serve upon this committee, when they kindly, 
courteously, and respectfully request to be ex- 
cused from that service? Shall we undertake, b 
virtue of the rules of this House, to control their 
action, and compel them to serve upon the com- 
mittee? For one, I never intend to pursue any 
such course. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the previous question, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I am one on this 
side of the House who voted against excusing 
the gentleman from Florida. I hope, therefore, 
that the gentleman from Illinois will withdraw 
se = for the previous question until I can be 
neard. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw 
the call for the previous question, if the gentle- 
man will renew it at the close of his remarks. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 am one of those on this 
side of the House who voted against excusin 
the gentleman from Florida, (Mr. Hawauins,] | 
who will vote against excusing the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Boyce,] from service 
on this committee of thirty-three. It is right, 
therefore, after the lecture we have received from 
the member from Kentucky, [Mr. Burnett,] 
that I at least should have an opportunity of vin- 
dicating that vote. I am one of those who look 
with uneasiness upon the present. I think that 
it is big with the tate of the Republic. I am one 
of those, sir, who think that discussion of these 
questions is not likely to do any good; but I do 
confess, to my great surprise and mortification, 
that the discussion, which has already taken 
place, has been refused to be participated in by 
the other side of the House. 

Having said thus much, I will add that I am 
indeed anxious 

Mr. CURTIS. If the gentleman will yield to 
me, I will say one word. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
yield. 

Mr. CURTIS. I desire to make a reply to the 
last remark of the gentleman from Virginia, and 
no more. [Cries from the Democratic side of the 
House of *‘ Hear him!”’] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Very well; then I 
yield the floor to the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman from Virginia 
has stated that this side of the House has refused 
to engage in the discussion of these questions. I 
want to say, for one, on this side of the House, 
that at the proper time, which will be at no re- 
mote day, I am ready to discuss all of the ques- 
tions that now agitate the country. We do not 
refuse to enter into the discussion. I am one of 
the committee of thirty-three, and I prefer that 
that committee should have a fair hearing through 
its chairman, before we undertake to discuss the 
propriety of its action. We have not refused, sir, 
to discuss any of these questions. I, for one, 
have not, and I will not refuse to discuss them. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 spoke of the dis- 
cussion that has already taken place; a discussion 
which is now closed. [ did expect that the o 
ortunity which was presented of exhibiting the 
Different views of the members upon this floor 
would have been embraced by all sides of the 
House, and especially by the other side, to influ- 
ence and act upon the committee which has been 
created by a vote of the House. It was in fact a 
sort of counseling together; and I did expect, sir, 
that the members of this House would have come 





I demand 





I must decline to 
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together in a spirit of conciliation and harmony 
and have intermingled feelings and opinions for 
the purpose of indicating, at least, some anxiety 
to bring us out of the present desperate condition 
of public affairs. I say, sir, that the gentlemen 
on the other side of the House have refused to 
participate in the discussion just closed. Sir, | 
did not choose to mingle in the discussion myself 
because there wasa desire to terminate it; it being 
considered that we had said enough on this side 
of the House. ; 

Mr. Speaker, having said thus much on that 
subject, which I desire to bring to the attention 
ofthe country, | will now proceed to address my- 
self to the immediate subject in reference to which 
I have taken the floor. t objected to excusing the 
ne from Florida, (Mr. Hawkins,] because 

was anxious to see the movement which was 
initiated by ordering thiscommittee go on in the 
true spirit in which it was begun. I was anxious 
to see every State participate in this effort at ad- 
justment; and I could not excuse the gentleman 

rom Florida because, being the only Represent- 

ative from that State, if he were excuscd, that 
State would then be unrepresented on that com- 
mittee. I will vote—I do not hesitate to say that 
I will vote—for excusing gentlemen who are dif- 
ferently situated. There are gentlemen upon this 
committee who ought not to have been placed 
there by the Speaker of this House; and if they 
ask to be excused, 1 will vote to excuse them; 
because, by so doing, their State will not neces- 
sarily be unrepresented. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I shall vote against excusing 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Boyce} 
from service on this committee of thirty-three. 
And why? Because any substitution for himself 
from that State would be obnoxious to the same 
objection which the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Boyce] applies to himself. If the event 
which has been alluded to shall transpire, that 
will, of course, terminate his action with the com- 
mittee, and render it unnecessary to seek to ap- 
point any other member from the State of South 
Carolina, because of its utter impossibility. The 
objection is, as I have intimated, not individual, 
but it goes to the entire delegation from the State 
of South Carolina. Everybody knows, sir, that 
my vote against excusing the gentleman from 
South Carolina will be given, not from any want 
of respect for him or any of his delegation. I 
do want, Mr. Speaker—it is my most anxious 
desire that it should be seen in this House, on all 
sides of it, that we are willing to come up in a 
proper spirit to the gravity of the occasion, and 
see every State represented properly in the con- 
struction of a committee which is designed to 
bring healing upon its wings. 1 wish, if possible, 
to see what will be presented to the consideration 
of this country, put forth by a committee upon 
which every State is represented. I want to sce 
what a committee representing all of the States 
will offer as a measure of adjustment of existing 
troubles. 

I advert to these things, Mr. Speaker, because 
I think that it is right that they should be under- 
stood. Itis iemntbaile. permit me to say to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Burnett, ] that, 
as a general proposition, where a member asks to 
be excused from service upon any committee, and, 
if granted, it would not cripple the action of the 
committee, the request ought not to be refused. 

Mr. BURNE Will the gentleman permit 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Certainly. 

Mr. BURNETT. I know that the gentleman 
from Virginia is an old member of the House; 
that he has been long here and done good service; 
and I desire him to state whether he knows of a 
single instance in the history of Congress where 
a member has been compelled, by a solemn vote 
of the House, to serve upon a committee after he 
has announced that he could not do so, and in 
respectful terms asked to be excused from that 
service. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘That was done, 
sir, during the last session of Congress, in the 
case, I believe, of the gentleman from Alabama, 

Mr. Hovsron,] who asked to be excused from 
urther service upon the Committee on the Judi- 


clar 

r. BURNETT. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama withdrew his application before it was acted 
on by the House. 
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Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There are many 
other cases which have occurred. 

Mr. BURNETT. I would be glad if the gen- 
tleman would name one. ek 

Mr. BURCH. If the gentleman from Virginia 
will permit me, I will put a question to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
pur ose. ‘ 

Mr. BURCH. I put itto the gentleman from 
Kentucky, whether there was evtr before a crisis 
like that which is now upon the country? 

Mr. BURNETT. There never was, sir; and 
| will go as far as any man to adjust the existing 
difficulties. But I say further to the gentleman 
from California and the House, that this country | 
is not to be saved by mere eulogies upon the 
Union. The day for that isgone by. We must 
have action, and that speedily, if we have a sin- 
cere desire for the preservation of the present 
Government of the United States. I voted for the 
resolution raising this committee of thirty-three, 
and I hope that good may come of it. eee) 
vote to a any gentleman serve upon it, if I 
knew that doing so would produce any beneficial 
result; but, sir, when gentlemen tell me that they 
will not serve, I, for one, am not disposed to use 
force, and require them to serve. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Nobody proposes 
to use force. Nobody expects to visit gentlemen 
with punishment, i than the moral one of 
public opinion, when they refuse to discharge 
the duties required of them as members of this 
House. 

Mr. HAWKINS. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to tell me who will ‘ bell the cat?’’ 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. In answer to the 
gentleman, I will say that I am dealing with a 
great question, and not speaking in relation to the 
petty business of belling any cat. The gentle- 
man, on such an occasion, [ am sure, will not 
undertake it himself. 

If gentlemen are resolved not to perform their 
duties, under the action of this House, let them 
refuse to do it privately, and not get up here and 
ask to be excused, with the private resolve that 
they will not perform the duties from which they 

ask to be excused. 

3ut apart from all that, I seriously desire that 
gentlemen, no matter how they may feel, no 
matter how they may think, will look to the spirit 
of our institutions, and consider the condition of 
the Republic. Gentlemen have resolved not to 
dou thing to-day, and yet, we know, have under- | 
taken to do it to-morrow. We are all prone to 
change our opinions and our resolutions; anda 
gentleman may, under excitement to-day, I re- 
peat, refuse to serve upon a committee, and yet, 
to-morrow, he may think better of it, an@go upon 
the committee and perform his duties. 1 am one 
of those who do not look to the wishes of mem- 
bers. I would have excused the gentleman from | 
Florida most cheerfully, according to his desire, 
if he had had acolleague. But I am unwilling 
that Florida shall be unrepresented in the com- 
mittee, however badly that committee has been 
constituted. I wish every State to be there rep- 
resented, and I wish the members to meet ina 
feeling of fraternity. 

Mr. BURNETT. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Virginia another question, He says he 
would willingly have voted to excuse the gentle- | 
man from Fiorida if that gentleman had hada 
colleague, but that he desires that Florida shall 
be represented. Now, after the House has refused 
to excuse the gentleman from Florida, he says he | 
shall not serve; and will the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia tell me how Florida will be represented? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
had listened to me, he would not have asked that 
question. I have said distinctly that gentlemen 
change their opinions and purposes; and where 
the Union is at stake, as the gentleman has said 
it is, itis well to change. I would not ask any 
gentleman to give up the right of self-government 
or the right of self-protection; but I yet do think 
that it is due to the gravity of this question that | 
all the House should essay to adjust existing dif- | 
ficulties, and march to the performance of our | 
duties with the solemn gravity pertaining to the | 
importance of the subject. That is all [ desire, | 
and if nothing results from this committee—and | 
[am free to say that I do not believe any good will | 
result from it, and that such result will be mainly | 











I yield for that | 
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| in the name of God, it is a result for which I desire 
|| in no sense to be responsible. 





| 












| vious question upon a promise made to myself. 











attributable to the manner in which you, Mr. | 
Speaker, have constructed that committee—I say, 


Having said thus much, I have performed my 
duty. Iam as sincerely devoted to this Union 
as any other man; but I am bound, heart and 


monwealth which [ in part represent, and the 
section of which she is a part, shall take. I now 
call the previous question. 
Mr. COX. I ask the gentleman from Virginia | 
to withdraw the previous question a moment. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I withdraw it. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understood 
that the gentleman from Virginia called the pre- 


Mr. SMITH,*of Virginia. The gentleman is 
correct, and I can only withdraw the previous 
question with his consent. 

Mr. COX. Do I understand the gentleman 
from Illinois to insist upon the previous question? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. L do. 

Mr. COX. I desire to make a few remarks. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. | cannot withdraw 
the previous question except with the permission 
of the gentleman from Illinois. And I wish it un- 
derstood, that I demanded the previous question 
only because such is my commitment to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered upon this question, but [ hope the 
demand for them will be withdrawn by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
yeas and nays. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 100, nays 100; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Ashley, Avery, 
Barksdale, Barr, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bocock, 
Boteler, Branch, Bristow, Brown, Burnett, Burnham, 
Carey, Case, John B. Clark, Clopton, Colfax, Burton 
Craige, Crawford, Curry, De Jarnette, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Etheridge, Fenton, Florence, Frank, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Gilmer, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Mor- 
rison Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hindman, 
Houston, Hughes, Hutchins, Irvine, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Jones, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Landrum, Leake, Love, 
Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, Millson, Mill- 
ward, Laban T. Moore, Sydenhain Moore, Morse, Nelson, 
Niblack, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, Potter, Pryor, Quarles, 
Reagan, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riggs, Ruffin, Scranton, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, 
Stanton, William Stewart, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Un- 
derwood, Vallandighain, Vance, Verree, Wade, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Webster, Wells, Windom, 
Winslow, Wood, and Woodson—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, 
Barret, Bouligny, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Bur- 
lingame, Butterfield, Carter, Cobb, John Cochrane, Conk- 
ling, Corwin, Cox, James Craig, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Ferry, 
Foster, Fouke, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 
Haskin, Helmick, Hill, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, 
William A. Howard, Humphrey, Junkin, Francis W. Kel- 
logg, Kenyon, Killinger, Larrabee; DeWitt C. Leach, 
James M. Leach, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, 
Charles D. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McKean, Mc- 
Kenty, McKnight, McPherson, Montgomery, Morrill, Isaac 
N. Morris, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Phelps, 
Porter, Pottle, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Rob- 
inson, James C. Rubinson, Royce, Sedgwick, Sickles, 


2 


Let us have the 


|| right of any member to relieve himself from the 


erformance of the duties assigned to him by the 


|| House, on the ground that they are distasteful to 


him. He has another remedy, and that is to re- 
sign his place. I vote “ no.” 


Mr. S' TEWART, of Pennsylvania, stated that 


his colleague, Mr. Monenevan, was absent from 
soul, to any action which the old, proud Com- || 


the House on account of sickness. 
he result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. 
Mr. MOBRILL. 


I desire-to ask the Hlouse to 


| excuse me from serving upon the select commit- 
| tee of thirty-three, not from any indisposition to 


serve upon the committee, but because | have 


| other duties which fully employ my time, and in 


| order to give the Speaker an see to ap- 


| insinuated matters to his prejudice. 
| say that I had no such intent; and if my language 





William Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, Stokes, Stout, Tap- 
pan, Thayer, Theaker, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Wal- 
ton, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, and 
Woodruff—100. 


So Mr. Boyce was not excused. 


During the vote, 

Mr. BOCOCK said: I was not present when 
the vote was taken upon excusing the gentleman | 
from Florida, [Mr. Hawxins.} Had I been present 
I should have voted to grant his request, as I shall 
vote now to excuse the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 

Mr. BOTELER. Having myself been excused 
from service upon the special committee, I deem 
it due to myself, and to gentlemen upon this floor 
who make a similar request, to extend the same 
courtesy tothem. On that account, and on that 
alone, while I deeply regret that the gentleman 
should deem it his an to ask to be excused, | 
vote ‘* ay.’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
I gave a while ago, I shall not vote. 

Mr. NOELL. Had the gentleman from South 
Carolina asked to be excused on the ground of 
personal inconvenience, I should have no objec- 
tion to excusing him. Bat I do not recognize the | 





—.——— 


point one of my colleagues. would also say 
that so many of the members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means are appointed upon the select 
committee, that when the two committees meet at 
the same time, the Committee of Ways and Means 
will be left without a quorum. I hope, therefore, 
there will be no objection to my request from any 
part of the House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. In the remarks | 
made while upon the floor, a short time since, | 
made reference to my friend from Florida, [Mr. 
Hawexrins;]} and he thinks some of my remarks 
I can only 


was capable of such a construction, | was not 
apprised of it at the time, and certainly did not 
intend any such construction. He is the last man 
upon this floor whose feelings I would wound by 
any sort of language that would implicate his 
| uprightness and his conduct as a gentleman in 
public or private life. 

Mr. HAWKINS. It is needless to say that 
the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia are 
perfectly satisfactory. I did think the gentleman 
cast a reflection upon me when he remarked that 
it had been with me a foregone conclusion not to 
serve upon the select committee, and then that I 
went through the empty formality of asking to 
be excused. My course was to make an earnest 
and honest appeal to the House in the first in- 
stance, and then, if that failed, to avail myself of 
my sovereign right to take the matter into my own 
hands—the same position, I believe, the gentle- 
man from Virginia occupies now in the great ques- 
tion which agitates the country. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ido not think the 
House is disposed to be fatigued by aor more re- 
marks pertinent to the application of the gentle- 
man from Vermont to be excused from serving 
upon the committee. But it is proper for some 
of those who voted against the application of gen- 
tlemen upon this side of the House to be excused, 
to state that they who have the greatest instru- 
mentality in composing the difficulties which 
threaten this country, should, of all men, least 
ask to be excused from the work of coéperation 
in an attempt to save the Union. I hope, there- 
fore, that the vote will be unanimous against the 
application of the gentleman from Vermont. He 
asks to be excused, not because of his want of 
efficiency in the labor which is proposed to him 
and his associates, but because of the serious and 
| grave matters which occupy his attention. Sir, 
| there can be no more serious or important matter 

than that which is presented to his attention by 
| the House and the country. And, sir, I may say, 

before taking my seat, and im conclusion, that, 
I am surprised, nay, | am pained and grieved, 
that gentlemen upon that side of the House, now, 
at this juncture of affairs, ask of this House, be- 
fore the eye of the country, to be excused from 
oe great labors it is proposed they shall under- 
take. 

Mr.MORRIS, of Illinois. I have, Mr. Speaker, 
concluded to vote to excuse every member of the 
select committee who may ask to be excused, 
Heretofore I have voted against excusing; but, 
inasmuch as when we refuse to excuse them, and 
they tell us they will not serve, and nobody pro- 
poses to do anything, I see nothing but—I had 
almost said, disgrace to ourselves—nothing but 
contempt of our authority to force them to remain 





For the reasons || upon the committee, and we let the matter pass 


| by. I do notknow but it is policy, in the present 
| State of affairs, to let the matter pass by. And, 
| viewing it in that light, I shall do nothing to 
| create any feeling here. I have personal respect 

for all those gentleman, and high personal respect 


.° a 





7 


~~ 


aes 


rs 


2 


Ss as ane eet atthe? 


G 


a 





OES VEEL 


62 


for the gentleman from Florida, (Mr. Hawnis,] It of the committee, but upon the Flouse itself and || 


and would do nothing to harm his feelings by an 


attempt to force him toact contrary to hisconvic- 


tions of duty 


Viewing the subject in that light, | 


I shall vote hereafter to excuse every member of 


that committee who shall desire to be excused 
from service upon that committee. 
Mr. STANTON. 


I can see no reason ingthe | 


world, upon the ground alleged, why the gentle- | 


man from Vermont should not be excused. For 
myself, | have voted to excuse all the gentlemen 


who have made the request, upon the principle | 


thatit isan act of ordinary courtesy to be extended 
to any gentleman assigned to a service unpleasant 
to him, and which he desires to avoid. 
that ground, and no other, that I voted to excuse 
the gentleman from Florida [Mr. Hawkins] and 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Boyce. } 
The gentleman from Vermont has two colleagues, 
one of whom he desires shall be substituted in 


his place upon the committee, not because of any | 


indisposition upon his part to aid in accomplish- 


ing the object for which the committee was sought | 
to be raised, but merely with a view to the substi- | 


tytion of one of his colleagues. If there is any 


reason why the change should not be made, it || 


passes my comprehension. 

Again: he assigns as another reason that, in 
the present embarrassed condition of the Treas- 
ury, 2 leading committee of the House, the finan- 
cial organ of that Treasury, requires a large share 
of his attention; and for that reason he cannot 
devote his time to the labors of this special com- 
mittee, 

Gentlemen upon the other side of the House 
have indicated a desire that we should proceed 
and discuss the questions which agitate the coun- 
try, and they have exhibited some surprise that 
such a course was declined. I trust gentlemen 
will give us the privilege of determining when the 
proper time arrives for that discussion. In m 
Judgment, premature discussion can do no good, 
Phere is a thousand times more injury done by 


Itis upon | 


iT 








premature and uncalled for discussion, not rele- | 


vant to any question pending before the House, 


of them, and present the result of thew delibera- 
tions. When we have that before us, gentlemen 
may rest assured that there will be no indisposi- 
tion to engage in the discussion of the measures 
proposed. I do not propose to do it now. I 
think it would be improper. I think that things 
have been said in this discussion that will do no 
good. One of my colleagues [Mr. VaLvanric- 
HAM] bas talked about a western confederacy, 
and all that, which I do not desire to enter into, 
and certainly shall not. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 
man if a pleasant, kind, and conciliatory dispo- 
sition on all sides of the House would not have 
had a fine effect upon the committee, and upon 
the country; but when one side says nothing it 
produces ill-feeling, of course, because itshows a 
stolid determination on their part to avail them- 
selves of the power they have. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to inquire of the gentleman from Virginia whether 
past experience of discussions upon the slavery 

uestion in this House warrants him in believing 
that a discussion of it now, for no practical ob- 


ject, can long continue a kind, conciliatory, and | 


good-natured discussion? My own judgment is 
that it will not; that it will result in useless, in- 
jurious, and prejudicial crimination and recrim- 
ination; and because I think it will so result, | 
therefore do not desire to precipitate any discus- 
sion before it is called for on some measure de- 
manding the action of the House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I say to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio—and I say it with perfect con- 
fidence—that, if that side of the House had met 
the movement from this side in that spirit of kind- 
ness on which alone rest the hopes of the coun- 
try, it would have had a pleasant and agreeable 
effect on all sides. The asperity that has been 
disclosed here has grown out of the fact that no 
disposition has been evinced on thie other side of 
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the country at large. 


Mr.STANTON. Mr. Speaker, l confess I am || 


ataloss to know what has been said or done upon | 


this side of the House to warrant the imputation 
ofan exhibition of want of conciliation or kind- 
ness. When the resolution was offered by the 
gentleman’s colleague, {Mr. Borr.er,] itreceived 


the affirmative votes of a large majority of the | 


members upon this side of the House. Mine was 
not of the number, for | confess that 1 had very 
little hope of any successful result; and I thought 
an unsuccessful attempt would, perhaps, do more 
harm than good. I confess too, further, that | 
do not myself see what there is in the existing 
condition of things that can be remedied by legis- 
lation. We have elected a President—a thing 
that has been done every four years since the 
organization of the Government, Ido not see in 
that anything that can be cured by legislation. 


If there is any amendment to the Constitution to | 


be proposed, I desire to see it, and shall be very 
glad to consider it and act upon it; for that cer- 
tainly is the only effectual mode of accomplishing 
anything. 

ir. MORRILL. 
the time of the House. 
I first rose, that it was not from any indisposi- 
tion to act on the committee that I asked to be 


excused, but because I thought it would be more | 


convenient to the House and to myself. I move 
the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope my colleague on the 
committee of thirty-three will not press his mo- 
tion until a report can be made from that com- 
mittee, or a request can be made to the House 
by the chairman of the committee—I suppose I 
have a right to refer to its proceedings to this ex- 
tent—which, if made and acceded to by the 


House, will deprive the gentleman from Vermont | 
of all the reasons which he has assigned why he | 


should be excused from service on the committee. 


_ If the honorable chairman of the committee will || 


make the report or request to the House, which 


' | understand he has been instructed to make, it 
than good. My own course would be, without || 
any discussion, to let this committee take the | 
subjects referred to them, see what they can make | 





the House to do anything to allay the existing ex- | 


citement, 
liberal, kind, generous disposition been disclosed 
by the majority of this House, it would have car- 
ried healing on its wings not only upon the action 


Ido say, and I repeat it, that had a | 


| served 


will obviate all the objections, and meet and an- 
swer all the reasons, that the gentleman from Ver- 
mont has presented. I hope the gentleman from 
Vermont will allow that request to be made be- 


| fore he presses a vote upon his proposition to be 


excused. I voted to excuse the gentleman from 


| Florida and the gentleman from South Carolina, 
' and I will vote to excuse the gentleman from Ver- 


mont, or any other gentleman; yet, as the House 
has seen fit to preserve the integrity of the com- 
mittee by refusing to excuse those gentlemen, I 
hope the gentleman from Vermont will allow the 
integrity of the committee to be still further pre- 
ey withdrawing his request. 


Mr. CORWIN. Mr. Speaker, | hope the gen- 


| tleman from Vermont will withdraw his motion 
_ for the present, that I may submit a motion which, 
| I think, will obviate the necessity of the request 


which he has made. 
Mr. MORRILL. 
present. 


CLERK TO SELECT COMMITTEE. 
Mr. CORWIN. I offer the following resolu- 


tion: 
Resolved, That the select committee of thirty-three, ap- 


I will withdraw it for the 


1] =e under the resolution of the House of 4th of Decem- 


er, 1860, be authorized to employ a clerk, who shall be 


paid four dollars a day tor his services ; and that said com- 


mittee have leave to sit during the sittings of the House, 
until they shall report or be otherwise discharged. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER decided that the call came too 


late. 


Mr. SICKLES moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the resolution was agreed to; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, 


APPROPRIATION BILLS REPORTED. 
Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the consular and diplomatic expenses of the 


Government for the year ending 30th June, 1862; 
and also a bill making appropriations for the cur- 


/ rent and contingent expenses of the Indian de- 


partment and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes for the year ending 
30th June, 1862. 


I do not desire to consume | 
I stated — when | 


The bills were severally read a first and second 
|| time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed 


EXPENSES OF INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 
| Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of 


Ways and Means, reported the following resoly- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be jn. 
structed to inquire and report whether any of the offices of 
superintendents of Indian affairs, Indian agents, or inter. 
preters, now authorized by law, can be dispensed With 
without injury to the public service. 


DESTITUTION IN KANSAS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
| the memorial of Thaddeus Hyatt, praying Con. 
' gress to make appropriations In land or money to 
relieve the distress of the people of Kansas; and 
| that it be referred to the Committee on Territories, 

Mr. GARNETT. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call the previous ques. 
tion on my motion. 
Mr. BOCOCK. 

on the table. 

Mr. GROW. I would say to the gentleman 
from Virginia, that that part of the President’s 
message relating to the same subject has been 
| referred to the Committee on Territories. ‘This 
is merely a,memorial, accompanied by papers, 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and it is now proposed to transfer it 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I have no particular objection 
to the change of reference; but I see it stated in 
the papers that this man Hyatt made himself very 
busy in getting up stories about destitution and 
suffering in Kansas, when no such suffering 
existed. I see it also stated in the Philadelphia 
Inquirer that in one of the places where Hyatt 
represented great destitution as prevailing, a grand 
ball was recently given by the people, at two dol- 
lers a head. I therefore do not wish to have his 
| memorial treated with such respect as to have it 
|| referred. 
| Mr. GROW. Ido not know about that; but 
| the subject is discussed in the President’s mes- 
sage, and has been referred to the Committee on 
Territories. ‘This memorial should take the same 
direction. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation, 
| Mr. SHerman’s motion was agreed to. 


PERPETUITY OF THE UNION. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Unless it is the desire of 


| 

| 

| 

| the House to progress with some other business, 
I shall move that the rules be suspended and that 
| the Hou8e resolve itself into the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 

| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I believe I am en- 
| titled to the floor on the resolution which I offered 
| 

| 

| 





I move to lay the memorial 


in the House yesterday evening. 

Mr. BURNETT. I do not desire to interfere 
with the gentleman, but I desire to understand 
whether his resolution was received by the House. 

| It was objected to at the time it was offered, and 
I want to know whether it is before the House 
now. 

The SPEAKER. There was some little con- 
fusion at the close of yesterday’s proceedings on 
the subject of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Illinois; but the Chair is very clear on this, 
that the resolution was not received. 

Mr. BURNETT. So I thought. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair considered it in 
that light, and has so informed the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Then I certainly 
will not insist on the introduction of my resolu- 
tion in violation of the courtesy of the House; 
nor will I take an appeal on this occasion from 
the decision of the Epeakor. I have sought to 
introduce the resolution and to get a vote of the 
House upon it. I think it would contribute some- 
thing to our harmony and good feeling if we could 
only take that vote. But if I am not allowed to 

| introduce the resolution now, I shall certainly 
claim that I am entitled to the floor on Monday 
next, after the expiration of the morning hour, 

‘| and J shall then move a suspension of the rules, 

| in order to get it properly before the House tor 

1 consideration. 

| Now, all that I have to say in addition to what 
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ave my resolutign read for the information of | 
members, and then, if the honorable gentleman 
fom Kentucky will get up and say that he is op- | 
fosed to it, or if any gentleman will say that itis 
a resolution which ought not to be considered by | 
the House, I will not, of course, ask for its con- 
sideration at this time. I merely ask to have it | 
read for information. . 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to say that I am 
not on the confessional just now. That resolu- | 
tion has been read, and has been printed. > H 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. The gentleman is 
eptirely mistaken. This resolution has not yet 
been read in the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman’s par- 
don. I supposed it was the resolution which he 
offered the other day, when the proposition for 
raising the special committee was before the 
House. I presume he haschanged or modified it. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Yes, sir. I ask 
for its reading now, so that members may know 
what it Is. : 

Mr. BURNETT. The resolution is not be- 
fore the House; and the gentleman cannot get it 
before the House in order. I thought that ques- 
tion had been decided by the Chair. If so, all 
this thing is out of order. 

The SPEAKER. There has beén no decision 
to the contrary of that; but the gentleman from 
Illinois asks to have his resolution read for in- 
formation. It will be read, if there Be no objec- 
tion, 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to it. 


PUBLIC STORES CONTRACT. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [renew my motion to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The report of the 
special committee in regard to the contract for the 
labor of the public stores in Broad street, New 
York, was, at last session, postponed to this day 
of the present session, and is now in order. But, | 
I believe that those interested in the report are || 
not now prepared to proceed with its discussion. || 
Under these circumstances, therefore, I move i 
that it be further postponed till this day week. | 

Mr. CURTIS. I would say to the honorable |} 
gentleman from New York, that the Pacific rail- 1 


I have remarked, is this: that I should like to It 
1 
I 





road bill is a special order for that day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from New York that he can call 
up the subject at any time on his motion to 
reconsider, without any postponement. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Very well, sir. 


SERVICE ON SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


Mr. MORRILL. I would like to know what 
has been done with my motion to be excused 
from service on the special committee, to which 
was referred that part of the President’s message 
relating to secession movements. J did not with- 
draw the motion. I merely withdrew the call for 
the previous question. ° 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- | 
man from Vermont was waived in order to give 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] an op- | 
portunity to introduce his resolution. If the gen- 
tleman insist on his motion, it is now in order. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 do; and ask the previous 
question, ? 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation, 
the motion was not agreed to. 


PERPETUITY OF THE UNION. 


Mr. HINDMAN. I have not heretofore con- 
sumed much of the time of the House in speech- 
making or in offering bills or resolutions; and I 
ask the courtesy now to be permitted to respond 
to the invitation extended by the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Stranron,] by offering resolutions 
amendatory of the Constitution of the United | 
States, with the view, if possible, of settling the 
agitation of the slavery question on a just and 
fair basis, and of perpetuating the Federal Union. 
hope that gentlemen will meet these propositions | 
ina spirit of fairness and frankness, without re- | 
Sorting—and I do not mean to impute any such | 
imtention to them—to legislative expedients or | 
parliamentary maneuvering, by voting upon them || 
directly and squarely, so that we may understand |, 
precisely what is the determination of the north- | 
ern people. It seems to me that every member 








THE 


troversy. 


| what source the objection comes. 


| resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bryeuam in the | 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the || 


| dispensed with, I desire to ask whether it has 


of the House must understand as fully now as he || 
ever can, the issues involved in this sectional con- 
I will let my proposition be read, and 
then I will continue my remarks. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I object to the | 
resolutions being received. I offered a resolution | 


| declaring our devotion to the American Union, 


and objection was made to having it read. Now 
I object to receiving resolutions of this kind. 

The SPEAKER. If objection be made the 
resolutions cannot be read. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Let the Clerk send them | 
down to me, and | will read them myself. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state 
to the gentleman from Arkansas, that the same | 
objection which applies to their being read by | 
the Clerk, applies also to his reading them him- | 
self. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Can I not embody them 
in my remarks, I having the floor? 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing before the 
House on which we can act; otherwise the Chair 
would be very happy to hear the gentleman’s 
resolutions. 


Mr. HINDMAN. 


I should like to know from 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
objects. - 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. [also move that the consular and diplo- | 
matic bill be made the special order in committee. 
My purpose is, if the ficaoe be so disposed, to 
pass the consular and diplomatic bill to-day. 

The question was put on the latter motion, and | 
it was agreed to. 

The question recurred onthe motion to go into 
committee, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 


special order, being a bill making appropriations | 
for the expenses of the consular a diplomatic 
service for the year ending 30th June, 1862. 
Mr.SHERMAN. [ask that the first reading 
of the bill be dispensed with, and that it may be 


now taken up and read by sections, for amend- 
ment. 


Mr. QUARLES. Before the first reading be 


been printed ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
that it has not. 

Mr.QUARLES. Then I object to its consid- 
eration at this time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state to the gentle- 
man from Tennessce that the bill merely provides | 
for the payment of the salaries of the consuls and 
foreign ministers of the Government, and for 
such diplomatic expenses as are required by law. 
It conforms to the estimates; and all the items 
may therefore be found in the annual estimates, 


The Chair is informed | 


which have been printed, and every member fur- || 


nished with a copy. 

Mr. QUARLES. So far as the estimates are 
concerned, I will state that I have not been sup- 
plied with acopy,nor have I seenthem. Ihave 
called for them, and have been informed that they 
areaway, being printed or bound. Every gentie- 
man knows the difficulty there-is in hearing the 
items as they are read from the Clerk’s desk. I 
move that the committee rise. It is not proper 
to legislate in this manner upon appropriation 
bills. 

The question being upon the motion that the 
committee rise, 





Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now ask that the first 
reading of the bill may be dispensed with. 

Mr.GARNETT. ‘If object, and call for the | 
first reading of the bill. | 


The Clerk then commenced the reading of the 
bill. e 


Mr. BURNETT. I understand that this is | 
the first reading of the bill. 
fully ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 


| 
and Means whether, in passing important appro- 1 
' 


priation bills, we ought not to have them printed 


| 
Mr. QUARLES called for tellers. 
| 
| 
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and before us? It is impossible, in the confusion 
prevailing in this Hall, for us to understand all 
the items of the bill from the mere reading. | I 
renew the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthe gentleman from Ken- 
tucky will allow me, I will again state that all 
the items of this bill are taken, without change, 
fram the estimates, of which every member hus, 
or ought to have, a printed copy. The bill, } 
say, is copied from the estimates, and depends 
upon laws fixing the salaries of our consuls and 
other diplomatic agents. It does not change any 
law. 

Mr. BURNETT. Theestimates, | understand, 
have been sent off for the purpose of being printed 
or bound. They are not here certainly. ‘The 
little delay that will be required to enable us to 
have the bill printed, and before us, will make 
not one particle of difference; and I insist upon 
the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky will withdraw his motion 
for a moment. 

Mr. BURNETT. _ I willif the gentleman from 
Maine wishes to make any suggestion, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 apprehend 
there can be no occasion for the committee to rise 
at this time. I understand the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to say that this 
bill includes no new or independent legislation; 
that it simply provides for carrying out existing 
laws, and is, in every respect, the same bill which 
was passed at the last session. Every member, 
therefore, knows precisely what are all the items 





| of the bill, and is as well prepared to act upon it 
| now-as he would be if the bill and estimates 
| had been printed,and before us foramonth. So 


|| off to the binder, as I am informed. 


that Ido not see any reason whatever for the 
committee rising, or for any delay in the action 
of the House upon the bill whatever. 

Mr. GARNETT. The gentleman says that 
the biil provides simply for carrying out existing 
laws. Now, I understood the Clerk to read a 
clause making provision for the salary of a min- 
ister to Persia. Is there any existing law pro- 
viding for a mission to Persia? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman misunder- 
stood the reading of the word Prussia, I presume, 
for Persia. 

Mr. GARNETT. Then, that is a good illus- 
tration of the remark of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Quaa.es,] that it is impossible to 
understand the bill from its reading at the Clerk’s 
desk. I say to the gentleman from Ohio, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
that I think the bill and estimates should be 
printed and on our tables when we undertake to 
act upon an appropriation bill. Even the esti- 
mates are not before us. They have been sent 
I want to 


| examine the items, even if they are only for car- 


in this hasty and inconsiderate manner ? 


rying out existing laws. How ecan you carry 
out the existing laws, for instance, in reference 
to the Italian States? I have not seen the bill, 


| and do not know what is in it; but I presume it 


contains provisiohs for the salaries of ministers 
at Rome and Naples. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not for Rome. 

Mr. GARNETT. Very well; that shows, 
then, that it does certainly not fully carry out 
existinglaws. It may very possibly #nppen that 
in the progress of events, before this bill shall 
become a law, there may be no need of a minister 
at Naples. Why, then, should we pass this bill 
To ask 


| us to act upon it while the bill and the estimates 


|are in the hands of the Printer, is to ask us to 


deliver over all deliberation upon the appropria- 
tion bills into the hands of the Committee of 
Ways.and Means; and while I have great confi- 
dence in the gentlemen composing that commit- 


| tee, I submit that this is asking a little too much 
| of the House. 


Mr. PHELPS. I would submit to the gentle- 


| man from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee 


| of Waysand Means, whether it will not expedite 


the business of the House to allow the consider- 
ation of this bill to go overuntil it has been printed ? 


| Unless some gentleman desires to discuss the bill, 


Now, sir, I respect- || 


1 will move that the committee rise. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 will simply make this 
suggestion to the House. I understand there is 
some difficulty in getting our documents printed. 


| | understand the orders which have heretefore 
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| 
been made during the present session to print still || 
remo unexecuted, and in the hands of the Su- | 
perinterdent of Public Printing, who says that || 
the Public Printer refuses to execute the orders | 
of the House for printing, on account of the re- 
duction of forty per cent, made at the last session 
of Congress. 

Mr. GARNETT. That, then, is one of the 
first fruits of our Black Republican rule. 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘There is a remedy for that | 
difficulty. If the Public Printer refuses to exe- 
cute the orders of the House for printing, under 
the existing law, the Superintendent of Public 
Printing is required to have it executed elsewhere. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does not strike me that 
the remark of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Garnett] was quite fair. The reduction of forty 
per cent. made under a law of the last session 
changes the contract of the Public Printer, and, 
as a matter of course, leaves him under no obli- 
gation to execute any order of the House for 

winting. Whether it is in consequence of Black 
Seiceddioen rule or white Republican rule, of black 
Democratic rule or white Democratic rule, he is 
not obliged to do the printing. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire to say 
to the gentleman from Ohio, in reply to the sug- | 
gestion he has made that the Public Printer re- 
fuses to perform the duties of his office, that lam 
credibly informed he is now lying sick; that | 
after having left his home, he was not able to reach 
the Capitol; and that his duties will be performed 
whenever he is able to be here. He does not re- 
fuse to perform them, as I am credibly informed; 
but the reason why the work is not going on, 1s | 
that I have stated. 

Mr. HASKIN. I desire to make a statement 
in reference to this matter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri is not debatable. 

Mr. HASKIN. I desired to make a statement 
from the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman wishes to 
make a statement from a committee, I withdraw 
the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. HASKIN. As reference has been made 
to the legislation of the last session on the subject 
of the public printing, | ask leave, in justice to 
the Committee on Printing, to make a statement. 
I state, for the information of the House, that to- 
morrow they propose introducing a resolution to | 
remedy the existing evils. Reference has been 
particularly made to the fact of the compensation 
of the Public Printer having been reduced forty | 
per cent, under the law of the last session. Now, | 
sir, | am authorized to state—and it comes from 
Mr. Heart, the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing—that the public printing can be done as well 
as it has been done heretofore, and by the same 
parties who have done the printing of the House 
during the last and the present session, notwith- | 
standing the reduction of forty per cent., and yet | 
make a fair profit. The fact is that the House | 
Printer elected at the last session has never really 
attended to any part of his legitimate duties. Im- 
meliately subsequent to his election, he made a 
contract sub-letting this printing to Larcombe & | 
English, the gentlemen who have executed the 
printing of the House during this Congress, by | 
which contract they bound themselves to give the | 





| 


| from Mr. Rives, who has executed all the work and | 





Printer forthis House twenty per cent. upon the | 
amount allowed under the old rates. 1 hold in | 
my hand a statement from the Superintendent | 





of Public Printing, by which it will be seen that | 
the amount of certificates issued to the Printer for 
the House for the printing done, and to be done, | 
ordered at the last session, is $60,157, showing | 
that that Printer, elected by the House, or his 
assignee, has received, or will receive, for print- 
ing with which he has had nothing practically to 
do, the sum of $12,031 40. 
So much, sir, for the Printer for this House. 
Let me, in addition, refer to scme facts which I 
have in relation to the Printer for the Senate, | 
General Bowman, who has the charge, also, of a 
certain portion of the printing of the Howse. The | 
statement I make I have obtained from the Super- | 
intendent of Public Printing. The amount paid | 
out for the Senate printing, and that portion of 
the House printing referred to, is $97,629, and he | 
will receive eno more to make up the total | 
amount to $140,609. General Bowman, who was | 
elected the Printer for the Senate, entered into a 





sub-contract with Mr. Rives, by which the latter 








wes to do all the work and to pay the former | 
thirty-three and one third per cent. of the amount 
allowed under the law, for absolutely doing noth- | 
ing. Astounding as it may appear, still itis not | 
the less true, that General Bowman, for doing 

nothing, will this year receive the sum of $46,869 


furnished it to the Senate and the House. In other 


| words, General Bowman, having been elected 


| 
Printer for the Senate, is really only the Printer | 
in name, receiving, however, the money from the | 
Treasury and paying over sixty-six and two 
thirds per cent. to Mr. Rives, retaining the re- 
maining thirty-three and one third per cent. him- 
self. 1 state these facts for the purpose of show- 
ing that the action of the House and of the Senate, 
in passing the joint resolution of last session, 
which was approved by the President, reducing 
the rates of the public printing forty per cent., was 
just and proper. Under that resolution there will, 
on the printing which will probably be ordered 
during this session, amounting to about two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, be asaving to the Treasury, 
now entirely depleted and bankrupt, of $80,000. 
I give notice, on behalf of the Committee on Print- 
ing, that I will bring this matter before the House 
to-morrow, when I will offer such résolutions as 
the exigencies of the occasion demand. Until 
then I defer any further remark. What I have 
said has been called forth by allusions of other 
gentlemen. 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Biycnam reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
gencrally under consideration, and mere | 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask leave of 
the House to present a resolution, to which I 
think there can be noobjection. [Cries of ‘* Read 
it!”’ 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That, immediately after the reading of the Jour- 
nal to-morrow morning, the States and Territories shall be 
called for bijis and resolutions; the bills and resolutions 
presented under said call to be referred, without debate, to 
the select committee of thirty-three on the President’s 
message, and no motion to reconsider the order of reference 
of - of such bills and resolutions shall thereafter be in 
order. 

There was no objection: and the resolution was 
received. 

Mr. BRANCH. The resolution, Mr. Speaker, 
simply givesan opportunity to the members of the 
House to present any resolution or bill on the sub- 
— of the resolution of the gentleman from 

irginia, [Mr. Borerer,} and to have it referred 
to the committee of thirty-three. It is obvious 
that, unless this be done under a special order of 
the House, members who have such propositions 
to offer will hardly have an opportunity to do so 
previous to the action of that committee. 

Mr. STANTON. lLask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to modify his resolution, so &s to 
provide that bills and resolutions in reference to 
the subject-matter before the committee of thirty- 
three shall be referred to that committee, and that 
other bills and resolutions which may be intro- 
duced shall take another reference. 

Mr. BRANCH. The effect of the resolution 
is precisely that indicated by the gentleman from 
Ohio. Everything presented to-morrow goes to 
that committee. If any gentleman has anything 
in his possession that does not relate to the sub- 
ject-matter referred to that committee, it will, of 
course, not be introduced on the call to-morrow, 
because he will not desire it to go to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. STANTON. So I understand, and my 
object is to allow, on that call, the introduction of 
other bills and resolutions for reference to appro- 
priate standing committees, 

Mr. BRANCH. I call forthe previous question. 

The call forthe previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be pat; 
and, under the operation thereof, the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 


| 









December 


12. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I suggest before we adjourn 


|| that the propositions of the gentleman from ||jj- 


nois [Mr. Morrts] and of the gentleman from 

| Arkansas [Mr. Hixpman] be referred to the com- 
| mittee of thirty-three, and ordered to be printed 
| It is important that the committee should haye | 
| the information before it that is necessary at the 
| earliest day. , 

Mr. BRANCH. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. We can do 
| that to-morrow; and I insist on the motion to 
adjourn. 
| he motion was agreed to. 

Thereupon (at ten minutes past two o’clock, 
| p- m.) the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
| twelve o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 12, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 
The Journal of yesterday was readand approved, 
Hon. Resert W. Jounson, of Arkansas, ap- 
peared in his seat. 
PETITION. 


Mr. POWELL presented the petition of Mary 
Mitchell, widow of A. J. Mitchell, deceased, 4 
purser in the. Navy, praying that the securities 
of her late husband may be released from the 
oo of adebt unjustly alleged to be due from 
him to the @Jnited States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mary Willard, formerly 
widow of Aaron Young, a soldier in the war of 1812, pray- 
ing that her name may be placed on the pension roll, under 
the acts of February 3, 1853, and June 3, 1858, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Peusions. 


On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the Senate the petition of Joseph Loranger, praying {or 
remuneration for propefty destroyed by the enemy in the 
war of 1812. 


On motion of Mr. GWIN, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Perry McDonough Col- 
lins, praying compensation for commercial researches in 
! northern Asia, and the exploration of the Amoor river, in 
Asia, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave tointroduce a bill (S. No. 
519) authorizing floats to issue in satisfaction of 
claims against the United States, for lands sold 
by them within the Las Omegas and La Nance 
grants, in the State of Louisiana; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committco 
on Private Land Claims. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 
Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I desire to state 


to the Senate, that when, on the motion of my 

colleague yesterday, the tariff bill was taken up 

for consideration, | had prepared an amendment 

which I then intended to offer to the bill; but at 

the time it was in my room and I had no oppor- 
|| tunity to offer it. I desire this morning to pre- 
| 


sent the amendment, with the understafding that 
it shall be referred to the committee, with the bill. 
I offer the amendment whick I send to the Chair, 
and ask to have it printed. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope it will be referred. It 
is fair to let the Senator present his scheme, and 
it can go to the committee and be considered in 
connection with the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
rick.) Does the Senator desire to have the amend- 
ment read ? 

Mr. BIGLER. It is unnecessary. 

The PRESIDING-‘OFFICER. | It will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, if there be 
no objection. [* None !’’} 


THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


Mr. BIGLER. There seems to be no business 
before the Senate in regular order, and I move 
that the Senate resume the consideration of the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Kentucky, 
in regard to the reference of the President’s mes- 


The motion was ed to. g 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this ques- 
tion the Senator from Texas has tae floor. 
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Mr. HUNTER. 
rt a bill—— 


rie PRESIDING OFFICER. 


} 


Itcan be done 


Mr. President, I want to | 


j 


hy unanimous consent. The Chair hears no objec- | 


Mr. HUNTER. Iask leave to report the Treas- 
nry note bill back from the Committee on Finance, 
with certain amendments, and I want to have it 
taken up to-day. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. It can be done 
by unanimous consent, or the resolution of the 
Senator from Kentucky can be passed over inform- 
av. 
Mr. HUNTER. This bill oughtto be consid- 
ered to-day; we ought to have funds to carry on 
the Government. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
money. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tion to taking it up. 


Mr. HUNTER, 


3orrow them? 
This is a scheme to borrow 


There will be no objec- 


[ move that the Senate pro- 


cced to the consideration of that bill by unanimous | 


consent. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The proper motion 


would be to postpone the further consideration of || 


the resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, and 
take up that bill. The Chair will put the ques- 
tio’ on that motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 


sider the bill (H. R. No. 863) to authorize the 
issue of Treasury notes, and for other purposes. 
It proposes to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to cause Treasury notes to be issued 
for such sum or sums as the exigencies of the 
public service may require, but not to exceed at 
any time the amount of $10,000,000, and of de- 
nominations not less than $f00. ‘These Treasury 
notes are to be paid and redeemed at the Treas- 
ury after the expiration of one year from the date 
of their issue, and are to bear six percent. inter- 
est; but after their maturity, interest is to cease at 
the expiration of sixty days’ notice of readiness 
to redeem and pay them, which notice may at 


any time be given by the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury in one or more newspapers at the seat of Gov- 
ernment. For the payment «ad redemption of 
the notes, the faith of the United States is sol- 
emnly pledged. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized, 
with the approbation of the President, to cause 
such portion of these Treasury notes as may be 
deemed expedient to be issued by the Treasury 
in payment of warrants in favor of public credit- 


ors, or other persons lawfully entitled to pay- | 


ment, who may choose to receive the notes in pay- 
ment at par; and the Secretary is also authorized, 
with the approbation of the President, to borrow, 
from time to time, on the best terms proposed, 
such sums of money, upon the credit of the notes 
authorized by the act,as he may deem expedient, 
after having given public notice for at least ten 
days, of the sum or sums required, and inviting 
proposals therefor innewspapers published in the 
cities of Washington and New York. 

_ The notes are to be transferable by assignment 
indorsed thereon by the person to whose order 
they may be made payable, accompanied with 
the delivery of the note se assigned. They are 
to be received by the proper ofiicers in payment 
of all duties and taxes laid by the authority of the 
United States, of all public lands sold by their 
authority, and of ail debts to the United States, 
of any character whatever, whieh may be due 
and payable at the time when these notes may be 
offered in payment thereof; and upon every such 





| thorized to purchase such notes at par with the funds thus | 
|| specifically pledged for the redemption of the notes issued | 
under this act. 1} 





payment credit is to be given for the amount of | 


principal and interest due on the note or notes re- 

ceived in payment, on the day when the same 

shall have been received by the proper officer. 
Tye Secretary of the Treasury is also directed 


to cause to be paid the principal and interest of | 


these Treasury notes at the time when, according 
to the provisions of the act, the same should be 


paid; and he is further authorized to purchase | 


the notes at par for the amount of principal and || no necessity for anything more than a general 


5 


| security for the honor of this Government in any 
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interest due thereon at the time of the purchase. 


| In place of such Treasury notes as may have 


been paid and redeemed, other Treasury notes to 
the same amount may.be issued; but the aggre- | 
gatesum outstanding, under the authority of this 
act, is at no time to exceed $10,000,000; and the 
power to issue and reissue ‘Treasury notes, con- 
ferred by this act, is to cease and determine on 
the Ist day of January, 1863. 

It is also provided, that all money hereafter 
contracted for under the authority of the act en- 
titled ** An act authorizing a loanand providing 
for the redemption of Treasury notes,’’ approved 


| June 22, 1860, shall be used in the redemption of 


Treasury notes now outstanding, and those te | 


| be issued under this act, and to replace in the | 


Treasury any amount of these notes which may 
be paid and received for public dues, and for no 
other purposes. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on Finance; | 
the first of which was, in the seventh line of the | 
first section, to strike out **one hundred”’ and | 
insert * fifty.’’ 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state that that is to 
alter the denomination of the Treasury notes, so 
as to make them fifty dollars. There will be great 
difficulty in getting them off at par, at any rate. 
We think that will contribute to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was, at 
the end of section two, to insert: 

And the proceeds of the sales of the public lands shall be 
specifically pledged and sct apart to redeem the said notes 
at par; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby au 


Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to hear some 
reason assigned for that amendment. | 

Mr. HUNTER. This is an amendment which 
proposes to set aside the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands for the purpose of redeeming 
these notes. There is a subsequent provision, 
that any of the public creditors who choose to 
take the notes at six per cent., may de so. It 
will contribute to make the notes pass if it is | 
known that this fund is specifically set aside for | 
their redemption. The Secretary of the Treasury 
is authorized to purchase them at par, as far as 
this sum goes, atany time. This will contribute, | 
as we have good reason to believe, to the currence 
of the note. It is much better to have it with this 
provision than without it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Isee that this section of the 
bill as it is now, pledges the faith of the Govern- | 
ment to the redemption of these notes; and I never 
was willing, and never willagree, to give collateral 


way. The bill already pledges the whole rev- 
enue. If the honor of this Government is not 


sufiicient to enable it to get credit upon six per 


| cent. notes, I shall be very much mistaken. It 
| seems to me that this isa singular time to set | 


| with all the resources we have got, to pay our 
| debts as they become due. 


apart funds for the redemption of notes payable 
a year ahead, when we have not funds enough, 


j The proceeds of the 
sales of the public land are now liable to pay any | 
demand upon the Treasury, and ought to be kept 
in the Treasury for any demand that may be made 
from day to day, and we should not issue notes 
payable in a year out of a specific fund when we 
have already set apart all our funds for the pey- 
mentof otherdebis. Lhope this amendment will 
not prevail, and be put in the Treasury note bill. 
I recollect hearing it suggested, twenty years ago | 
or more, but there never was a vote in the Senate 
to put such a thing on the statute-book. 

Mr. HUNTER. It used to be the old doc- 
trine, in matters of finance, when you were bor- 
rowing money to pledge a specific sum to redeem 
it. I believe, in the days of Mr. Jefferson, it was 


| not thought safe to borrow money otherwise. 


After the credit of the United States became in- | 
disputable and was good everywhere, there was | 


: 
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| pleasure upon a general pledge, 


|| this note which we propose now to issue, th 
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pledge; and we never heretofore have seen the 
day when we were not able to raise money at 
But now the 
state of public credit is very different. ‘The Sen- 
ate must be aware that it is very hard to ret off 
even United States securities. Our five per cent. 
stocks are down to ninety or ninety-two; and un- 
less we do something to give special security to 
re 
will be no chance of getting it off at par. 

IL believe—I do not speak from my own opin- 
ion, but from what I have heard from sources 
that I respect—that if we reduce the denomina- 
tion of the note to fifty dollars, and if we pledge 
the proceeds of the public lands te redeem this 
specific issue, we shall be able probably to get it 
off at par, or something like that; and if we do 
not do that, I fear we shall be as badly off with 
these notes as we were with the loan, unless we 
determine to do what I never would agree to do— 
to sell the Treasury notes, and take anything they 
may bring, giving the Secretary of the Treasury 
unlimited discretion to sell them at anything. I 
am not willing to do that; and if I am not, | know 
of no other means of raising money exeept by 
pledging this specific fund; and there ts also an- 
other provision to which we shall soon come, in 
the shape of another amendment to be presented. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the chairman 
of the committee whether ttis not better to explain 
the bearings of all the amendments which the com- 


| mittee propose, before we proceed to vote on any 


| with 


of them. They seem to be conneeted together. 
I should like to have the matter fully understood, 
reference to the amendments that will be 
proposed, and for what they are substituted, in 
order that we may know what are the differences 
between the proposition of the House and that of 
the Senate committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. It will give me great pleas- 
uretodoso. The bill, as it came from the House 
of Representatives, proposed to issue ‘Treasury 
notes of adenomination not less than one hundred 
dollars. It also proposed that these Treasury 
notes should be put at a rate of interest net ex- 
ceeding six per cent., and that any of the public 
creditors who choose, may take them at six per 
cent.; and for the residue, that the Government 
may borrow money upon these Treasury notes 
at any rate itcan. The meaning of which pro- 
vision was, that the Government might sell the 
Treasury note below par, and get anything that 
it could, at the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the President. Instead of that, the 
Committee on Finance propose to reduce the de- 
nomination of the note. That will tend to give 
itcurrency. Then, instead of giving this unfim- 
ited discretion to take whatever can be had for 
the Treasury pote to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and the President, they propose that to the ° 
amount of $3,000,000, (trying it to a limited 


/amount,) the Secretary should advertise to give 
| that amount of Treasury notes to the bidder who 


will agree to give par for them at the lowest rate 
of interest, whatever itmay be. We thus try the 
market, and put iteutat that rate ofinterest which 
will make ita par bid. In this way, we save the 
discretion which is otherwise proposed to be re- 
vowed in the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Peraident. We ascertain what is the lowest rate 
of interest at which we can get par for the Treas- 
ury note. Bidders are invited. We put out the 
Treasury notes to the amount of $3,000,000, in 
order that we may see how it works, and limiting 
it to an amount that we shall want very speedily 
in the Treasury. 

The advantage of this is not only saving this 
discretion in the Secretary and the President, but 
in this way we may put out a Treasury note 
which will remain out, because we try the market, 
and we give that market rate of interest which 
will make the note go at par. We all know that 
a Treasury note of that sort at this time would 
be of immense advantage to the community. We 
are not legislating in reference to commerce; but 
we ought to work our finances so as to give to it 


|| all the incidental benefit that may be afforded 
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from them; and we know that a Treasury note 
which would go at par, would be of immense as- 
sistance at this time. We have no safe means— 
f mean safe to the Goverument—to ascertain what 
could go out at par, cXcept this device of ascer- 
taining and giving the note to the bidder who will 
take it at the lowest rate of interest. Give all a 
chance to the extentof these $3,000,000, and then 
we give 1 out at the lowest rate of interest, what- 
ever that may be. 

We also propose, inasmuch as it isexceedingly 
difficult now to give credit to any species of cur- 
reucy, to setaside the proceeds of the public lands, 
so that the Seerctary of the ‘Treasury may at any 
lume to that amount buy in the notes at par, Any 

bublic creditor who reccives them atsix per cent. 

t cause he is obliged to take them at that or get 
nothing, will find that he has lost by it; but this 
is to give him an opportunity, to some extent, to 
get the money. We believe that with all these 
securities, We may perhaps get out a note which 
will circulate at par. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President, lam willing 
to give every fac tity that will give currency to 
these notes; but ve have already now some thir- 


teen millionsof’] reasury notes out, and the whole | 


revenues of the aovernment are pledged to their 
redemption. Now, lL ask the Senator from Vir- 
ginia if he would strengthen public credit if he 
should take the funds that are pledged for the 
notes that we have out, and make them special 
funds for these notes that we are about to Issuc. 
Do you mean to promise according to your hopes 


and pay according to your fears? Is that the way | 


to get credit? ‘There is not a dollar of public 
money received from the public lands that is not 
alre ie pledged to the redemption of Treasury 
notes that will come due this year. The way to 
keep the public credit good is not to doubt it our- 
selves. ro the country know that we have un- 


ment, 


the notes be sold for what they will bring, if we 
cannot get the full price for them. But, sir, I 
hold that good faith requires that we should deal 
with all erediters alike. We have borrowed 
twenty or thirty, nay, near forty million within 
a year or two, and pledged this very fund for the 
payment, that is now proposed to be set apart in 
order to enable you to hire money at better rates 
on these notes. Let us not doubt the credit of 
this Government ourselves, and the public will 
have confidence in it. 

Mr. HUNTER. If this were a question of 
bankruptey, and the distribution of assets, the 
argument of the Senator from Rhode Island would 
be correct. ‘The general faith of the Government 
is pledged for the redemption of all its stocks and 
netes; but it is to be hoped the Government will 
be able to pay all its debts, and we are assisting 
those who hold Government stocks if we can put 
out a security which is at par. 
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|| 8cem not to require so much debate. 


_ ment of the public lands, any disposition of them 
that Congress may see fit to make, may choose 
| to tie themselves up, or tie up the majority of | 


| in the issuing of a currency. 


| large majority of the House of Representatives 


| ment, you willdepress the people who have given | 


ferent obligations of the Government. 
In order to do || 


that, we propose to give a special security to these | 


notes, 


We propese to set aside specially the || 


proceeds of the public lands, so that the bidders | 
may be encouraged to take these notes at par. |) 
if we can get out $10,000,000 of Treasury notes | 
at par, will it not help the credit of the other | 


Treasury notes, and all the stocks, not only of 
this Government, but of the State governments 
themselves? 


Mr. CLARK. Do I understand the chairman 


of the Committee on Finance to say that he be- | 


lieves the notes would not go at par unless this 
specific appropriation be made? Does he think 
it necessary to make this mortgage ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot undertake to define 
the precise limit to which they will go, or will not 
go. I think there will be great difficulty in getting 
them out at par. I know I increase the chance 
of getting them out if I set apart this fund. I 


will not say they will not go without it; but I will | 


say I have much more hope that they will go 
with it than without it, I am not sure that they 
will go even with this provision, but I trust that 
they will. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 





is on the amendment proposed by the Committee | 


on Finance. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to have the 
yeas and nays on the amendment. 
The yews and nays were ordered. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I very much dislike to de- 


| 


| toacertain use. That I suppose to be the real | 


to fifty dollars, although I think that is of a very | 


| is sud we want the money to be raised by these 
y y 


|, pledging of them in this way. 
doubted confidence in the credit of this Govern- || 
We have no fands that are not pledged | 
to public creditors to borrow money upen, Let | 


| Government. 
If you make a distinction between the paper that 


| specific fund pledged for the Treasury notes, and 


| per cent? 
| to be sure, great commercial troubles; but there is 
| money enough, and these notes at six per cent. 


I can per- 
ceive that those who propose this amendment do 
it with perfect fairness and perfect sincerity, and 
with a strong belief in the circulation of these | 
notes 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will raise 
his voice; I cannot hear him. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 





It is impossi- | 
ble to hear Senators on the floor, there is so | 
much confusion in the lobbies. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I say | did not mean to call | 
in question, at all, the propriety of the members 
who recommend this measure, I believe they | 
think it will facilitate the parsing of these notes. 
But I call the attention of the Senate to this fact: 
that Senators who are opposed to any arrange- | 


Congress by pledging the proceeds of these lands | 


motive with seme; I do not say itis with all. 
1 do not object to the reduction of these notes | 


That is what it is 
intended to do—to issue notes for a currency. | 
Sut I shall confine myself now to this question 
about credit, and the condition in which this | 
amendment will put the bill. It willsend it back | 
to the House, and there will be a controversy be- | 
tween the two Houses about the amendment. It 


| 

| 

, | 

doubtful expediency. Itsets up this Government 
| 


Treasury notes, and need it right away. I agree 
to that; but itis well known—we have it here by 
bills, and | have a mghtto speak of it—thata 





have another disposition of these lands than the | 
When you come | 
to take up any railroad project, it will interfere | 
with that. If any lands are to be given to a road, 
or to those who are to build a road, then those 
who are opposed to the road will get up and say, | 
these lands are pledged already, and you cannot | 
give them away; you cannot dispose of them; || 
they are collateral security for the notes of the | 
You will thus mix up your fiscal | 
system with your land system, and you cannot | 
do much with either. 

Let these notes be issued on the same terms | 
that the Treasury notes are and that the loan is. | 


you issue to get money to carry on this Govern- 


par and over par within the last sixty days for 
the loan that is out. They will say there is a 


none pledged for this loan. You will have all 
sorts of accounts in your Treasury books, and all 
sorts of sources to get money to relieve the dif- | 
It will 
introduce a new system into the Treasury, and, 
in My Opinion, injure the credit of all the paper | 
we have got out in the hands of the community. 
How long has ourcredit been so poor? The last | 
loan we offered at five per cent., redeemable in 
twenty years, brought over par. What right has | 
anybody to say that these notes will not go at six | 
There is no evidence of it. There are, 


will call it out, in my opinion. 
[ am willing, and I think it a good plan, to 
offer $3,000,000 of them to be taken at par at | 


| the lowest rates of interest at which the bidders |! 


will receive them. If it isseven per cent., give it. 
We are bound to get the money to pay the cred- 
itors of the Government. But I trust that this 
amendment will not be adopted. It will embar- 





OBE. Decem 


| tain the Senate on a matter of this sort that may |, gations; and I wish somebody would state 
| practical difference, cither in a legal or ay hy 
| orary point of view, whether the amendme 


| explain to the Senator from Rhode Island the qiy. 
| ference between the specific appropriation in th). 


| 
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the 
n- 


nNtis 


adopted or not. I do not wish to indicate by this 
that I shall vote against the amendment. 


Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, { wil} ¢; vt 


10 


bill and an ordinary one. Ido not know wh, 
the difference is between the honorary and val 
responsibilities of the Government, and therefor 
cannot explain that to the Senator from Noy 
Hampshire; but, in answer to the Sevator from 
Rhode Island, this amendment of the Commits. 
on Finance, as I understand it, proposes that the 
proceeds of the public lands shall be specifically 
appropriated for the payment and redemption of 
these Treasury notes. It has been customary to 
pledge the whole proceeds of the public lands to 
the payment of special debts. The whole pro- 
ceeds of the sales of public lands that come into 
the Treasury are appropriated to the redemption 
of these notes. The practical effect will be this: 
my friend from Rhode Island has a Treasury note 
for $100 for pay now due to him; he goes to the 
Treasury, and the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, Mr, 
Toucey, or whoever may be Secretary just now, 
says, ‘* Mr. Senator, we have no money to-day, 
but next week we shall have some money re 
ceived from the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, and next Tuesday morning I will pay 
you your note out of that special fund.’? He will 
then go there on that day and get it. ‘That is the 
practical result of this thing. 

It has been very customary to appropriate these 


it 
‘ 


| lands to this purpose; and I think justly so. At 


resent we are in a strait. The Senator from 
Rhode Island, to whom I generally look for in- 
formation on such subjects, seems to believe wi 
can sell our bonds at any price. I do not think 
so. I see that, in the New-York market yester- 
day, our fives were selling at ninety-two certs; 
one thousand United States fives, due in 1865, 


| selling for ninety-two cents on the dollar. Coupot 


bonds of 1871 were selling at eighty-five cents, 
The loans of the State of Missouri, six per cents,, 
were selling yesterday at sixty-three cents. Six 
per cents. of the State of Virginia were selling 
at seventy-three cents. Now, no man who is in 
the habit of dealing in money in the city of New 
York believes that the United States sixes ar 
worth much more than the sixes of Virginia—at 
least the Senator from Virginia would think so— 
though I believe they command a little more. 
Pennsylvania fives are selling for about ninety- 
two cents. I believe they are a little better than 
any of the others. 

it has been customary in all the countries of the 
world, so far as I understand it, to allow the peo- 
ple to come in and take a portion of the loans of 
the Government. I think that financial act of 
Louis Napoleon, by which he enabled every 
Frenchman te come and take a proportion of the 
loans of the Government, did him more credit— 
certainly gave him more popularity—than any 
financial actof his. Therefore I should be glad 
to see these Treasury notes issued in any sum 
not less than twenty dollars. I supposed, whien 
the bill came into the Senate, that it was recom- 
mended by the committee that they should be 


| issued for sums of twenty and fifty dollars. ‘That 
| would enable everybody 1n the country, ne matter 


how humble, to take a portion of this loan. It 
would make it popular, and give currency (o I\. 


party, which | never believed when I was in the 
party, that we ought to make no currency. Cur- 
rency isa mereterm. It may mean anything or 
nothing. I believe that if the Government adds 
to its credit by enabling every person to take & 
portion of this loan, it does a public good; and 





r@s the bill itself. It will “eee the credit of our 
obligations now out, held by honest, bona fide pur- 
chasers at par,and make distinctions in the debts 
that we owe to the world. I think it too serious 
a matter to throw it in on this bill. It will em- | 
barrass us in all our business aboyt land, and | 

| 

| 





create great distrust of our paper. 
Mr. HALE. I would be obliged if somebody 
would state precisely what will be the practical 


difference between the honorary or legal obliga- || 3 t |! 
| tions of the Government, whether this amendment || unwilling to let this debt go without the inter’ 
is adopted or not. To my mind there is not any. 


The faith of the Government and all its revenues 
are pledged to the honest redemption of its obli- 
. 





therefore 1 should be willing to issue these Treas- 
ury notes now in any sum down to twenty do!- 
lars. But that, it seems, cannot be done. f 

The public loan due on the Ist of January W' 
require,as I understand, about two million dollars 
to pay the interest on it. No man here would be 


| willing to see the day go by without the inter:s! 


being paid. I believe there is not a man in - 
gress who has not enough national pride to 


| being paid the day it was promised. There!" 
| I will consent to pass this bill just as it !s 


ported, and enable the Secretary of the Treasury 


I remember the old doctrine of the Democratic . 
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to sella portion of the notes for any sum that will 
enable him to get money to pay the interest com- 
oe due. Ido not mean to make any speech about 
it: but these are my Views. 








——— 


‘\Ir. SIMMONS. I hope the Senator from 
Pennsylvania does not suppose that I want to 


obiect lo the getting of this money. I have stated 
uy that | approve of that part of the bill that 
was to give to the Secretary the right to issue 


<3.000,000 at any rate of interest that he could 
h: ve it taken for at par. That f agree to; but 
my objection is this specific amendment now 
under consideration, entangling our iand system 


with thissubject,and making a different provision | 


for the redemption of these notes from what we 
io for all other species of ourdebt. ‘That is my 
obyection, 

Mr. BIGLER. It seems to me the Senator 
from Rhode Island is manifestly mistaken in the 
import of this bill. [t certainly in no way em- 
barrasses the public lands. It would not inter- 
fere with any disposition Congress might make 
of them, although it is a specific pledge of the 
proceeds of the public ads. Whatever may 
come into the Treasary is pledged for the redemp- 
tion of these notes. That is the way I under- 
stand the bill. The Senator from Rhode {Island 
seems to think it is a pledge of the land, and 
would embarrass any subsequent action of Con- 
eress in reference to it. I suppose I understand 
what he means. He thinks it would interfere 
with the homestead bill. I do not understand the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance to take 
that view of the subject, 

Mr. HUNTER. It does not interfere with 
thatatall. [t only pledges the proceeds of the 
public lands. It interferes no more with the 
homestead bill than the genera! pledge of the 

ublic credit which already exists. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am not saying it would | 
interfere with it; but I say it would be used as an 
arguinent. 

Mr. HUNTER. Cannot the general pledge | 
be used as an argument? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Notat all. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think it is a very fair | 
argument. 3 

Mr. SIMMONS, It is a pledge of the re- 
sources of the Treasury now. This isall I have 
tosay. Ido not think we ought to make any 
distinction between these notes and any others | 
that have been issued. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, the ques- 
tion as presented to us is a choice between two 
alternatives. Ido not pretend to be particularly 
learned on these financial matters; and perhaps, 
if my friend from Rhode Island and my friend 
from Pennsylvania agreed in their views, | might 
be convinced, or at any rate persuaded to yield 
my own judgment; but when doctors disagree, | 
those of us who are not doctors must come to | 
the best conclusion we can. 

As I said before, this is a choice between two 
things. The bill, as it originally came from the 
House, provided substantially that the Secretary | 
of the Treasury might sell these Treasury notes 
for what he could get for them. We know very 
well that the money market is regulated by moi- 
eyed men, and if they saw a provision in a bill 
of this kind, that the Secretary has power to put 
them into the market after advertisement, or be- | 
fore, and sell them fer the sum he can get for them, 
pledging them, in point of fact, the result will be, 
in my judgment, they will not go off at all, or it 
will be very difficult, except at a very great sacri- 
fice; because the money market would be con- 
trolled to that purpose and cnd. Therefore, to 
my mind, the provision was objectionable. Ido | 
not say that am right; but it was not satisfac- | 
tory to me, It iooked like assuming that we were | 
inacondition that we were obliged to sell our | 
securities for what we could get for them—to put 
them in the market. I do not think we are quite | 
reduced to that condition; nordo I choose, unless | 

in a case of absolute -necessity, to put it in the 
power of any officer to do that, especially at the 
present time. 

Then, sir, we had the other alternative. Some- 
thing must bedone, evidently, in the present state 
of the money market, to give a feeling of security 
in These notes that we are about to putout. What 
shall we do? We know very well—it must be 
Manifest to everybody who reads the reports of 
the state of the market—that if we simply put out | 


' tive ly recent period, tou? 


these Treasury notes in the ordinary way, re- 
newable for two years, certainly tt will be very 
difficult to get money at all for them; and money 
we must have, to a certain extent, by the Ist of 


Wy, to preserve the credit of this Govern- 


Now, then, what shall be done in thé alternative 
presented? We may pledge the proceeds of the 
public lands specifically. The sales last year 
were about a million and a half dollars, accord- 
ing to the returns; I do not know the exact sum. 
If we put out this amount of Treasury notes, and 
pledge the proceeds of the public lands, so faras 
they go to the payment, it is security. Is itany- 
thing more than has been done before by this 
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Government, and at a very recent ora compara. | 


I understand not. Is 
there any discreditabout it?) Why it is precisely 
what an individual does in like cases. He raises 
money; the money market is hard; he wants 
more: and what does he do? 
cific portion of his property which is productive, 
which produces rents, which the creditor knows 
will produce rent. Is there anything diseredit- 
able about that? Notatall. Is there anything 
of bad faith about that? Not unless a man who 
owes money can never make mortgages of his 
property on new ioans, either personal or real. It 
is not considered discreditable or dishonest. His 
property is pledged, to be sure, and his eredit is 
pledged. I presume the same rule applies to the 
case of a State as of individuals: that a man, ora 
State, who has borrowed money upon its general 


pledge a specific portion of its or his general 
estate in order to raise more money, if needful. 
Now, | am free to say, I doubted whether this 
was expedient in the present case; I doubted 
whether it was necessary. I did not bind myself 
to support it. I saw the difficulty suggested by 
my friend from Rhode Island. It was very pos- 
sible people might raise an objection to it with 
reference to this anticipated homestead bill, and 
all that. It is easily explained, however, and J] 
have prepared an amendment, which I proposed 
to offer at one period, that nothing herein con- 
tained should be construed to affect the right of 
the Government to dispose of its public lands to 
actual settlers as it might see fit; but after all that 
is matter of form. The thing is substantially so 
now. No amendment of that kind would change 
the legal effect. Weset aside the proceeds of the 


| sales of the public lands to redeem these notes. 
| The policy of this Government is perfectly well 
| understood; all the world knows it; od 


policy is to give away a certain portion of its 


| public lands for the purpose, if you please, of 


raising the value of the rest. We are not break- 


He pledges A spe- | 


| credit, oc his general eredit, may, !f necessary, | 


| 


that | 


ing faith, then, in reference to the matter; and if | 
this proposition would, as many think, have an | 


| effect to increase the facility of getting money on 


these notes, so far it is well. 

Then, sir, there is another matter; and that is 
the proposition of the committee to reduce the 
denomination of the notes. I was in favor of 
reducing it to twenty dollars, and [ am yet; but 
still [ think it may operate at fifty dollars 

With regard to the third provision, to put up a 


portion of this loan, if you call it a loan, to auc- | 


tion at such a rate of interest as you can sell it 


for at par, I did have great doubts whether it was | 


necessary, and if it was not necessary I would 
not do it. 1 have those doubts still. “The ma- 
jority, however, overruled me in that particular, 
and I see no very great objection to it. [tis un- 
deniable that we have money to raise at acertain 


period, very near, in order to preserve the public | 


credit, which must be done at all events; butit is 


doubtful, or it may be doubtful, perhaps—that | 
will depend upon contingencies—whether we. can | 


meet it; and if we allow acertain portion, enough 
to meet it, to be placed before the public pre- 
tiscly in that light, it was believed that that 


would save all question on that score. That wag | 


the view of the committee. That sum is but 


$3,000,000—a small sum—and the interest on | 


which is not worth talking about. But I take it 
that, without reference to ideas merely, we must, 
as practical men, deal witha practical subject. 1 
differed from the majority of the committee in 
some of these details; I do now; but, re ally, as 


it is a mere matter of common sense applied to a | 


common and ordinary thing, I do not see difficul- 


| ties enough about it to justify the opposition that || 
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has been exhibited in the Chamber, on this side; 
although my friend from Rhode Island, who has 
made the opposition, knows very much more 
about money matters than I do. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lam quite content, sir, with 
all the amendments which are proposed by the 
Committee en Finance;although Lagree with the 
honorable Senator from Maine, that it would 
have been better to reduce the denomination of 
these notes to tw nty dollars. Heretofore | have 
resisted the issuing of Treasury notes of the lower 
denominations. That was at a time when the 
market was entirely at ease, when the banks 
were going on in their ordinary operations, aud 
the issuing@of those notes might have mterfered 
with the prosperous business of banking; but the 
issuing of notes of so small a denomination as 
fifty dollars, or even twenty dollars, would, | 
think, now be a sensible relief to the money 

' market, and in aid of the banks throughout the 
country, Who are unable to supply paper in this 
mere temporary emergency. 
In regard to the provision pledging the avails 
of the public lands, it strikes me as eminently 
right and proper. Ido not think that the eredit 
of an individual is any the worse it, when he finds 
it necessary to borrow money, he hypothecates a 
security which he has. I take it that it rather 
shows a plain, frank, honest borrower; and if he 
has specific securitics, he may succeed tn getting 
money cheaper than he would if be withheld them, 
and stood upon his general character. Butreally 
itamounts to nothing, for Congress sull reserves 
the entire disposition of the public lands accord- 
ling to the Constitution, although it shall give 
| this pledge of the avails which shall be received 
| into the Treasury. Congress makes no specitic 

pledge of these avails for the redemption of the 
| notes till the avails from that source come in; and 
now those avails, with all the other resources of 
the country, are already pledged as effectaally 
without this provision as with it. 

Nor do I see that there is anything unusual or 
peculiar in the transaction. I know that there is 
| no State in the Union whose credit has geacrally 
| been better than the State of New York. We 
have never been too proud, and have never felt 
| ourselves too rich, to pledge the revenues derived 
from our canals (our chief source of revenue, in- 
dependent of taxation) for loans which were made 
to be expended in the prosecution of our system 
of internal improvements. And we go so far as 
not only to pledge them by law, but they have 
been, from the beginning of our system of inter- 
nal improvements, inthe year 1817, until this year 
1860, perpetually ledanll to the public credit. In 





eu 


' times of gloom like these, it has been a source of 


confidence and strength; and has enabled us to 
pay our interestand redeem our stocks falling due 
in times when all the banks of the country had 
suspended specie payments, and even the Gov- 
ernmentof the United States had suspended specie 
payments. It seems to me avery legitimate way; 
and really what is new to the country, what is 
especially important, is that this Government 
should be lifted up and placed upon a sound basis 
| of credit; and as this isa mere temporary measure 
and a partial one, | trustthat before long the Sen- 
ate will take up the question of the revenue, which 
has been submitted to them by the House of Rep- 
| resentatives, and will provide for replenishing the 
Treasury in a substantial and permanent way. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President, since | com- 
menced my present term in the Senate, we have 
passed two or three loan bills, and several Treas- 
ury note bills. We passed a Treasury note bill 
at the first month of the session of 1857-58, 
when there was greater commercial distress than 
{ ever knew in the country. We then made no 
specific pledges, and yet we got the money we 
wanted ata less rate of interest than six per cent., 
and at a time, too, when I doubtif any stocks on 
the list were quoted as high as they are to-day. 
| know that there was more distress in the money 
market in 1857 than there is at this ume, My 
objection is to going out of the regular Leaten 
track. It looks as if we were alarmed ourselves 
for the credit of the Government. [ny 1857, the 
Seeretary of the ‘Treasury, in the midst of the 


greatest pressure that ever was known, issucd a 
| proposition to sell some cight or ten million dol- 
lars of Treasury notes, and they sold at par, and I 
| think bore a less rate of interest than five per cent. 
Now, I should like to know what reason there 
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is to apprehend so much difficulty in the sale of 
these notes, and why we should make specific 
pledzes of particular funds for their redemptien, 
wher we have no such pledges in any loan bil! 
now in existence? It would show to the country 
that we ourselves doubt the credit of the Govern- 
nient. | think it js the worst policy in the world. 
[| nevree that the State of New York may make a 

to construct a canal, and may pledge the 
tolls on the canals to pay the interest—there is no 
trouble in that; but | am asking the attention of 
the Senator from Virginia to the question now 
before us. | know he is familiar with all thess 
Treasury note and loan bills that we have passed. 
He did hot think it necessary in 1857 to pledge 
any specific funds, and yet the notes sold at par 
at three or four per cent. interest, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would like to ask my 
friend if he adverts at all in his mind to the fact 
that a portion of the last loan that we authorized, 
m not taken at the present time? 

Mr. SIMMONS. All has been taken that was 
advertised; and I understand that this is to be a 
substitute for the remaining portion of it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Notat all; it is entirely 
independent of it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
ment for that loan, 
vertised for, and it was all taken at a premium. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The money has not been 
paid, though. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Trouble came on, and some 
of the bidders who got the loan failed to pay; but 
I say that in 1857, when there was greater pres- 
sure than there is now, we made no such pledge, 
and I do net doubt that now these notes will go 
at par. There is a difficulty, you say, in per- 
mitting the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to have the 
discretion of scliing them below par; but 1 do not 
see any difficulty in that. I do not believe there 
is a Senator here who would permit the faith of 
the Government to fail inthe payment of interest 
on the Ist of January beeause they could not get 
money at six per cent. One argument for put- 
ting in this provision is, that we cannot sell these 
notes at‘par, and the bill is altered so as to make 
it discretionary with the Secretary to sell them 
below par. [| would rather take the bill as it came 


Well, I read the advertise- 


} 


There was $10,000,009 ad- | 


from the House, and get the money atall hazards; | 


and I would not distrust ourselves or impair our 
credit by putting any different provision in this 
Treasury note bill from what we have put in all 
others. We know that we succeeded well with- 


outany such provision inthe worst time this coun- | 


try every had for issuing Treasury notes, in 1857. 
Why shall we not now? My greatest objection 
to this proposition is, that it changes our system 
of hiring money from that which we have pursued 
for the last three years, and changes it now for a 
temporary emergency when we want $10,000,000 
Treasury notes. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll upon 
the amendment, and Mr. Anrnony answered to 
his name. 

Mr. WADE. I want to offer an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzrar- 
rick in the chair.) The Senator is too late; the 
calling of the roll has commenced. 

Mr. WADE. 
the Senate to permit me to offer an amendment to 
obviate what I consider an objection to the prop- 
osition now pending. I fear that thisamendment 
will interfere with the right of Congress to dis- 
pose of the public lands to actual settlers; or, in 
ether words, with the homestead bill. It seems 
to me that it may have that effect. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that it is not in order to argue 
the question while the roll is being called. 

Mr. WADE. Lask unanimous consent. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will not 
propose that. If he is against the amendment as 
it stands, it will be better for him to vote against 


it. If he proposes what he has suggested, he | 


will get up a long debate.on the homestead meas- 
ure. 1 know what the amendment is; and I think, 


lask the unanimous consent of | 


when the Senator offers it, he will find that it goes || 


further than he thinks. Ido not think myself that 1 
this interferes with the right of Congress to dis- | 


pose of the public lands; but if he thinks so, he 
can vote against it. ° 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that debate is out of order; but Senators can 
preceed by unanimous consent. 


i} 
1} 
} 
} 


| those who may offer to take the same at the lowest rate of 


Mr. WADE. I suppose we can amend the 
proposition when we get into the Senate. [**Oh, | 
re,” 

Mr. CAMERON. Me. President 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The calling of 
the roll has commenced, and all debate is out of | 
order. F 


Mr. BINGHAM. 





W hai is the question ? | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Onagreeing to || 
the amendment reported by the Committee on |} 


linance. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The amendment pledging 
the proceeds of the public lands? [** Yes.’’} 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—ycas 38, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigier, Bragg, 
Cameron, Clark, Clinguan, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fes- 
scnden, Fite, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, | 
Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Kennedy, Lane, Lathain, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
Powell, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Sumner, 





Thomson, Wigihll, Wilson, and Yulee—3a2. | 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Doolittle, | 
Douglas, Durkee, Foot, Grimes, Harlan, King, Rice, Sim- 
mons, Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—-16. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was, in section four, line nine, after the 
word ‘* President,’’ to strike out: 

‘To borrow from time to time, on the best terms proposed, 


such sums of money, upon the credit of the notes author- 
ized by this act, as he may deem expedient, after having 





given public notice of atleast ten days, of the sum orsums |) 


required, and inviting proposals therefor, in newspapers 
published in the cities of Washington and New York.”’ 
And in lieu thereof to insert: 


To issue so many of the notes hereby authorized to be 
issued as may amount to a sum not exceeding $3,000,009, 
at such rate of interest as may be offered by the lowest 
responsible bidder or bidders, who may agree to take the 
said notes at par, after public advertisement of not less than 
ten days in such papers as the President may direct; the 
said advertisement to propose to issue such notes at par to 


interest; but in deciding upon those bids no fractions shall 
be considered which may be less than one fourth of one 
per centum per annum. 


Mr. CAMERON. Before the vote is taken, 
l suggest that we strike out the limitation of | 
$3,000,000, and allow the provision to apply to 
the whole sum. When I agreed to the $3,000,000 
limitation, | supposed the committee was going 
to report for twenty dollar notes. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state, in regard to that, 
that 1 thought it was better to try the amount we 
were obliged t6 have, in order to see how it would 
work, under the hope that if this pledge of the 
public lands remained, and the notes were reduced 





| to fifty dollars, we could work off the residue; but 


I have no objection, myself, to applying this pro- 
vision to the whole amount. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If Ll understand this matter | 
aright, the House sent us a bill for the issting of 
Treasury notes, with authority in the Executive | 
to sell all of those notes, from time to time, as | 
oceasion should require, for the purpose of rais- 
ing money, at whatever price they might bring. 





| L understand the amendment now offered to be to 


confine the power of the Executive in disposing 
of those notes in the market at what they may 
bring, to $3,000,000. 

Mr. FESSEN DEN and Mr. CAMERON, Oh, 


Oo, 

Mr. COLLAMER. What is it, then. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will state what itis. The bill, as sent here 
by the House, authorized the Secretary of the 


n 


| Treasury, with the approval of the President,.to 


hypothecate these notes at any sum for which he 
could raise money on them; in other words, to 
borrow money and give these notes as collateral 
security; and, of course, if the money should not 
be paid at maturity, the notes would have to be 


sold for what they would bring. The amendment 


is, that the Secretary of the Treasury is to adver- 
tise for proposals to take the money at parat the, 
lowest rate of interest at which the notes will be 
taken, and it confines that advertisement to 
$3,000,000. 

Mr. COLLAMER. At six per cent. ? 

Mr. CAMERON. Atsuch arate of interest 
as he can get the money for at par. 

Mr. COLLAMER. | dislike that limitation to 
$3,009,099. 1 have no objection to the power be- 
ing given to the Executive to dispose of these 
notes for such money as may be wanted; but to 
limit that to $3,000,000 only, I am opposed to as 
at present advised. I understood the honorable 
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Senator from Virginia to suggest that that ies 
the sum which would be immediately pe. ded 
Now, sir, | understand that that is needed jp this 
way: about that sum will be wanted in Janu; “ts 
for the purpose of paying the interest on the , 
lic debt. , 

Mr. HUNTER. A little under that; not, 
that, but about that. , 
Mr. COLLAMER. Well, pretty nea: 
Now, Mr. President, I think there is just the sary 
| need, and at the very same time, for money (yp. 
yond the amount required to pay the interest oy 
the public debt. Last January there was an iss, 
of Treasury notes which were sold for mone 


| 1 think $10,000,000 for one year. They cae 


iry 


ibe 


made receivable for public dues, and some of them 
| may come in, and probably have come in, in pay- 
| ment of duties; but the great body of these notes 
kas Ll understand the matter, remain out now. They 
are not yet due; but they will be due just about 
the time that the interest is due on the public 

loans. The Treasury issued the notes at differ- 
/ent dates, because the subscribers paid in the 
| money at different times; and I cannot fix the 
| dates precisely, but I think they were all issued 
| in the first part of January last. 
| I am reminded that there was last session pro- 
| 
| 


| vision made for a loan of $20,000,000 for the pur- 
pose of redeeming the Treasury notes then out, 
Gentlemen understand very well that only half 
that loan has been advertised and bid for, and a 
| part of the money paid and a part of it not paid: 
but that does notat all provide for the case. There 
are $10,000,000 Treasury notes which we issued 
last January that will fall due next January. The 
other $10,000,000 contained in the twenty million 
loan bill, have never been advertised for, and the 
power to borrow them remains in the hands of 
the Secretary of the Treasury now. Bids can |y 
advertised for if he thinks proper; but it is prob- 
ably not thought advisable to do that; and it is 
proposed by the issue of these Treasury notes to 
get money, and we are to try to sell them at par. 
He cannot sell them below par, according to my 
recollection of the proposition. He cannot se‘! 
the loan in the present state of the money market, 
and itis not, probably, advisable to try that at thy 
resent moment; and hence this provision for 
Treasury notes. Well, then, we want thes 
Treasury notes not merely to pay interest on the 
loan falling due in January, but also to pay the 
| Treasury notes falling due in January, with the 





interest upon them. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will say to the Senator from 
Vermont that I much prefer that the amendment 
should prevail; but we took what we thoug!it we 
could carry. We are obliged to have a certain 
pens and I do not wish to risk a failure of th 

ill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Why are we not obliged 
to provide for the one as well as for the other? 

Mr. HUNTER. Because it may not be de- 
/manded. How do we know that it will be de- 
manded? : 

Mr. COLLAMER. The public faith is pledged 
to the redemption of the Treasury notes which 
fall due in January, and certainly it needs the 
same provision for the payment of them as for 
the payment of interest on the loan. You might 
as well ask me how do I know that the commu- 
nity will ever look for the interest on the loan. 
There is just as good reason to believe they wil! 

resent the Treasury notes. They cannot get 





| interest on them without presenting them. Sup- 
| pose I hold one of the notes, payable in January 
| with interest: I am obliged to present it, because 
I cannot get interest beyond the day it is due 
without presenting it. You have not agreed to 
pay me interest beyond January. It-is only in- 
terest for one year coftained in the note. 
Mr. HUNTER. We pay interest on the note 
until it is called in. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Certainly, until the man 
resents it. Say I have a Treasury note, issued 
| last January, with interest due wpon it on t' 
6th day of January next. 

Mr. HUNTER. It bears interest until the 
| Secretary of the Treasury advertises for 1t 
come in. ’ 

Mr. COLLAMER. No, sir; it bears interes: 


| just that year, and a man cannot keep that in li's 
ocket and wait for it to be ealled in. I know ity 
or I have had occasion to buy some of the notes 


—I did not buy them for myself, I had not the 
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money to buy them with; it was for a company 
1+ wanted them. It is understood that the 
ider must present the note or lose interest, and 
it will be presented ag a matter of course. 

it, Mr. President, 1 desire that the provision 
she sale of ‘Treasury notes should extend to 
whole of the notes that we issue, if the Ex- 
‘ve findsitneedful. He canascertain whether 
notes are to be presented, whether there is 
coeasion for it. I dislike to have the public credit- 
ors present their paper for payment when itis due, 
and to have them told that they must take Treas- 
wry notes, When there is a discount on them in 
the market, and the answer is, ‘¢ Oh, well, you 
-an go into the market and sell them and get your 
money.’ Who should suffer that discount, the 
Government, who owes the money, or the man 


h 


to whom it is due? Certainly the Government. | 


| therefore desire that the amendment, as I under- 


stand the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania | 


has proposed, should extend tothe whole amount, 
and not be limited to $3,000,000. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Thechairman of the Com- | 


mittee on Finance has stated that this proposition 
now made for an amendment is satisfactory to 
him, and it would have been satisfactory to him 
had it remained applicable to the whole loan. 
That induces me to state that Lam responsible, 
perhaps, in some degree at least, for the amend- 
ment that was made, in fact reducing the amount 
I 


be put into market to $3,000,000. [remain of || 


jie same opinion, and I will state the reasons for 


it directly; but I wish, in the first place, to say | 
to my friend from Vermont that he may not ac- | 


complish his purpose. If we are to attempt to 
meet, on the Ist day of January next, the amount 
of Treasury notes that then become payable, we 


musthavealargeramouatofissuc than $10,000,000 | 
tthe present time, for this is intended to meet | 
otuer obligations of the Government decidedly | 
more pressing, and in which the credit of the Gov- | 


ernment is involved. 

If the Senate is disposed to make an amend- 
ment to this bill of the House, by which we shall 
increase this amount largely enough to cover, not 
only the present liabilities of the Government for 
cash to preserve its credit, but also to cover the 
Treasury notes that may be presented atthat time, 
and redeem those, that will be for the considera- 
tion of Congress; but I take it, nobody wants to 
go above the $10,000,000 at the present time, this 


being a mere temporary expedient, presenting | 
itselfas it does. I wish to stop there; we do not | 


feel disposed to increase the amount of the House 
bill; and unless we do, we cannot accomplish the 
purpose suggested by my friend from Vermont 
at all. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator will indulge 
me for a moment in saying that I do not suppose 
the $10,000,000 of which 1 spoke as falling due in 
January are all standing out, because those notes 
are receivable for dues, and no doubt a consider- 
able portion of them has been so received. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot tell how much 


may be standing oui at this time. I do not know. | 
There may be possibly a way of finding it out. | 


I do not know how; but I suppose the chairman 
of the’ committee can inform me. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘There are more than ten 
million outstanding, I believe. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


issue of Treasury notes? 


Mr. HUNTER. If they are all to be pre- | 


sented on the Ist of January, this is not enough. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Part may have come in 


to pay for duties. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not know how much 
may be outstanding; Lam speaking of the amount 
for which we are liable. What it may be, I can- 
not tell, Now, I am opposed entirely to putting 
into the hands of the Government, unless it is 


absolutely necessary, the power to sell these notes | 
for what they will bring. Ido not believe in the 


idea atall. I do not think the credit of the Gov- 
ernment has come to that bad pass that we ought 


to put that power into the hands of the Execu- | 


uve. For myself, | am opposed, under all cir- 


cumstances, to having our paper shaved in this 


way; for that is the amount of it. 


1 was willing to go just so faras was absolutely | 


PO Sax r r 
necessary, and no further, to preserve the credit 


“ the Government; for we have got to provide | 
$~,000,000, at all events and at all hazards, to sus- : 


‘ain our credit ata day so ncar that there is a rea- 


¥ 





3ut of that particular | 
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| sonable possibility, a reasonable chance, that we 


may not be able to do it except in this way; and 
hence I am willing to submit to it; but | am not 
willing to go further, because | dislike the prin- 
ciple; and tor one, | am unwilling to admit that 
the credit of the Government has got to that low 
pass that we should put this power inte the hands 
of any officer of the Government, As I said be- 
fore, though [ may be mistaken in reference to 
that matter, the money market ts controlled by 
moneyed men; and if we put the whole of this 
issue in that position, the probability is that we 
may suffer a severe loss, and injure the credit of 
the Government very much by the destruction of 
our paper in consequence of the power thus given. 
That 1s my view of-it. Whether it is sound or 
not, the Senate can judge. I have no grounds 
for opposing such a proposition other than these 


public grounds that | have stated; but, asa matter | 


of course, | may be wrong in all this. I have, as 


I ought to have, confidence in the financial knowl- |} 


edge and ability of my friend from Pennsylvania; 
and I hope and believe that, on fuller considera- 


he has proposed. 

Mr. CAMERON. Ido not see that the Sen- 
ator from Maine and myself disagree at all. I 
proposed originally in the committee that we 
should issue Treasury notes of twenty dollars 
each. With that issue, | believed we could sus- 
tain the whole of them by getting $2,000,000 for 


r S 
x z 


immediate use, to pay the interest due on the pub- 


lic debt on the Ist of January, without any other 


arrangement or any other subterfuge. 1 believe | 
' that the credit of a government is like the credit 
When moncy is much in de- | 
mand, individuals have to pay a high price for it; | 


of an individual. 


and so have governments. ust now our State 


million dollars will suffice for the immediate want 
of the Government, to which I have referred. The 
other $8,000,000, 1 believe, could be made avail- 


able to the creditors of the Government by issuing | 


notes in sums less than fifty dollars. For in- 
stance, a large number of men employed about 
the Capitol have demands of twenty dollars for 
their month’s, or their half month’s, or their 
week’s service, and they would be perfectly will- 


| ing to take a note for twenty dollars in payment 


in place of gold; but if you make the notes fifty 
dollars, that class of creditors cannot take them. 


Then there is all over the country, certainly in | 
| my State, a large number of people who yearly 


save small sums—children, uamarried women, 


a of small means but thrifty habits, who 


ay up ten or fifteen or twenty dollars a year. 


|| That class of people will be glad to get your | 
| twenty dollar note, and receive the interest which 


the Government pays, and that will make ita 


| currency. In addition to that, the income from 


the public lands last year was $1,777,000. That 


amount will be applicable to the redemption of || 
‘yr’ . . . . 
| these Treasury notes ; and it is a sufficient specie 


basis to pay all that will be demanded. 


I look at this matter in a common-sense view. | 
I can see no more harm in the Government issu- 
| ing small notes than in individuals or States or 


banks issuing them. What wrong can it do? 
Is there any difference in principle between issuing 
a twenty-dollar note anda fifty-dollar note? The 
only difference is, that practically the one becomes 
a currency for the rich and the other a currency 
for the poor. No wrong is done to anybody, 
but great good is done to the Government by it. 
I think you will save some two or three per cent 
in interest on your debt, if you agree to issue 
$8,000,000 of notes in twenties and fifties and hun- 
dreds, and direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue at once $2,000,000 at such a rate of interest 
as he can receive and get for the notes taken at 
par. That is my view of it. 

Now, in regard to the homestead bill, I have 
to say that this will not affect itatall. Have I 
not voted for that bill as steadily as anybody else? 
Am I notas much devoted to its principle? Have 
I not evi ry reason to be anxious that every man 
who can, should geta-home on the public domain? 


This amendment merely pledge» the income from | 


| have the bill read throug 


a 
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the public lands—that portion of them which is 
sold, and the proceeds of which are brought toto 
the Treasury. Those proceeds alone are pledged 
for the re demption of these notes. The lands 
themselves are not pledged. 1 feel more than 
ordinary interest about this matter, because | am 
desirous of saving the credit of thiscountry. To- 
day is the 12th of the month; on the Ist of next 
month you have to pay $2,000,000 of interest. 
Will any man, whose heart feels right towards 
this country, refuse to get money sufficient to pay 
that interest at any cost? 

1 was a little mortified and grevtly surprised to 
find gentlemen on the other side who were talking 
about secession all voting to save the credit of the 


| country,while some of my friends here, who ought 
| to be for saving this country, were deserting us. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 
now? 

Mr. CAMERON. LT have been making an ex- 
vanation; no motion atall. Butif Lwere allowed, 
| would make a motion to change the denomina- 


What is your motion 


| tion of the notes from fifty to twenty dollars. 
tion, he will see that this is not a wise thing that 


Mr. HUNTER. That is not in order now. 
Mr. CAMERON. I know it ts not in order. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Will the Chair state the 
uestion? 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania to the amendment of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understood the Senator 
from Pennsylvania to say that he had made no 
motion for amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


understands from the Secretary that there is no 


, amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
} ; || pending; but the question is on the amendment 
securiuies are very low. This Government needs || of the Committee on Finance to strike out all of 
money very badly. She wants, within a few days, | 
a large amount, and for that amount which she || 
requires she will have to pay just such a price as | 
those who have the article demand. That is a | 
common business idea which every man in busi- 

ness finds out in his own transactions. Two | 


the fourth section of the bill after the word ** Presi- 
dent,’’ in the ninth line, and, in lieu thereof, to 
insert: 

To issue so many of the notes hereby authorized to be 
issued as may amount toa sum not exceeding 4,000,000 
at such rate of interest as may be offered by the lowest 
responsible bidder or bidders, wiio miay agree to take the 
said notes at par, after public advertisement of not less 
than ten days in such papers as the President may direct; 
the said advertiseinent to propose to issue such notes at 
par to those who may offer :o take the same at the lowest 
rate of interest; but in deciding upon those bids no trac 
tions shall be considered which may be of less than one 
fourth per centum per annum. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and still open to amendment. The Chair will 
state to the Senate that the bill has not been read 
through as yet. Is it the Sra of the body to 

1, or to dispense with 
its reading? 

Mr. WADE. Is it now in order to amend the 
bill ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WADE. I desire to amend the amend- 
ment which has been adopted pledging the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands for the redemption of 
this debt. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


|| state to the Senator that that will not be in order 


until the bill shall have been reported to the Sen- 
ate. Itisnow in Committee of the Whole. The 
Chair hears no objection to dispensing with the 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it had better be 
read, if anybody will attend to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suppose everybody has 
read it who wants to know what itis. It is in 
print, and we have heard the amendment. 1 hope 
the reading will not be insisted upon. Those 
who would not read it themselves will hardly 
listen to it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I shall make no objec- 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objeetron to dispensing with the reading 
of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended; 
and the question was stated to be on concurring 
in the amendments made in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. WADE. I now move my amendment. 
It comes in at the end of the amendment already 
adopted, pledging the proceeds of the public lands 









ATA ROT WT 


Sets 


 * 


_ Sdn siearnaemmantae = 


eee 


7 an 
PON 1. SRE Ae oP 


tong o+ 
om gre 


tie tan ste the aC 


+ ‘ 
Sa Peal CI EET 


LER Ens — nnn ORR 


70 crea ait 


to the payment and redemption of the debt. The |) when a man goes in debt that he pledges all his | 


words which I propose to add are: 


But nothing herein contained shall be held to affect the 
right of Congress to di-pose of said lands to actual settlers, 
and for other purposes, on such terms and conditions as it 
may deem to be advisable 


Mr. President, itis said that the amendment 


which has been inserted, without the amendment 
to it which | now propose, would not affect the 
power of Congress to grant lands under the pro- 
visions of the homestead bill; but I fear it would 
have that effect, for Ldo not sve how, after pledg- 
ing all the public land for the redemption of this 


debt, we could make donations of land for other || 


purposes, and thus prevent its being applied ac- 
cording to the pledge of Congress. 

It secms to me that this cuts up the homestead 
policy by the roots. I would also say to those 
who are favorable to the Pacific railroad, that we 
may want a grant of lands for that object; and it 
seems to me, if we pledge all our lands specifi- 
eally for the redemption of this debt, it would not 
be good faith to the creditor to apply them or 
their proceeds to other purposes. If this pro- 
vision made no actual diflerence as to our power, 


it would seem to make a difference, and it would | 


seem to me not exactly to be good faith to the 
creditor to hold this inducement out to him, and 


then to pass away the substratum on which he | 


had advanced his money, by so disposing of the | 


lands that no proceeds would ever come for the 
redemption of the debt, 
all whe sympathize with the homestead policy, 
and all who believe we ought to keep these lands 
m such a condition that we may apply them to 
the construction of the Pacific railroad, or for 
other purposes to which Congress may see fit to 
appropriate them, will vote to retain our power 
over them. 

Now, sir, for myself, lam utterly opposed to 
holding eur lands or disposing of any of them 
any longer for revenue. 1 would have them all 
withdrawn for other purposes entirely, and I 
have no fear that the credit of this Government 
would suffer, even if the lands were never pledged 
to aid it. 
those who wish to loan money have faith enough 


in the ability of this Government to redeem all its | 


I hope, therefore, that | 


I have no doubt or question but that | 


debts without pledging anything but its honor | 


for their redemption. 


Mr-CLINGMAN. 


I understand that the Sen- 


ator is averse to our using the public land to pay: | 


our debts, he preferring that it shall be given | 


away under the provisions of the homestead bill. 
It struck me as so extraordinary a position, that 


when it was admitted the Government was in | 


straightened circumstances and its credit was low, 
any gentleman should object to paying its debts 
with its own property, because he preferred giv- 
ing it away, that I began to cast about, in my 
own mind, to find on what principle the Senator 
from Ohio was acting. The only argument or 
instance or precedent that I can find to support 


his views, is the declaration of Mark Antony, | 
- . ~ | 
when he was at the end of his career, that he had 


lost all except what he had given away. I sup- 
pose the honorable Senator wishes to be able to 
say, if disaster should fall upon the Government, 
that at any rate it has saved what it gave away; 





and, therefore, instead of paying our debts with | 


the public property, he wishes to distribute it to 
whoever wants it. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I said when 


the power of Congress in regard to the disposi- 
tion of the public lands: that is to say, although 
their power is just the same under the amend- 
ment as it would have been without a general 
pledge, I believe that if the lands are pledged gen- 


erally, and the revenues are pledged generally, | 
and the Government has credit and can pay tts | 


debts, it can dispose of the public lands in any 
way it chooses. I believe that to be so without 
this provision, and without a geveral pledge, and 


even without any pledge; but at a time when credit |) 


is low, and it is doubtful in regard to the payment 
of debts—if there be any doubt about it—that is a 
good argument against making any other dispo- 
sition of the public land than using them to pay 
debts. I believe thatisa good argument, whether 
this amendment is adopted er not. It is a good 
argument, whether there is any general pledge 
specified in the bill or not, because it is implied 


the original 
amendment was pending what | now repeat, that | 
I do not think its adoption affects or alters at all |) 





effects to pay it. Therefore I think this amend- 


ment of the Senator from Ohio ought not to be | 


adopted, because I cannot say, without thisamend- 
ment, that it is nota consideration with us to pre- 


serve the public property in order to apply it to | 


the public debt. I think things have got to that 
pass that we should consider all these means of 
securing the public credit and of strengthening it. 
I shall not vote for the amendment; but the adop- 
tion of the amendment will not make me vote 
against the bill. I think it is surplusage. If I 
have an objection, it is, that it is denying what I 
think is a fair argument, and would be a fair ar- 
gument without this amendment—not that this 
amendment alters the power of the Government 
to dispose of the public lands any more than the 
original obligation. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Ohio says that 

this is a pledge of the public lands. In that he is 
surely mistaken. The provision, as it has been 
incorporated in the bill, does not pledge an acre 
of the public lands. They are in no way pledged 
to the payment of these notes atall. Itis merely 
»rovided that the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
ic lands shall be applied to the redemption of the 
notes; and if no lands are sold, there is no fund 
pledged for the payment of the notes, and Con- 
gress can make any disposition of the public lands 
precisely the same as if this provision was notin 
the bill. Ifthose proceeds only amount to $100,000, 
the money isto take that direction. If they amount 
to $2,000,000, it is to take that direction. If it 
amounts to nothing, there is nothing to get. There 
is no pledge at all of the lands, and therefore the 
Government has power to dispose of the lands as 
it may see fit, without violating any faith pledged 
in this bill. 

Mr. WADE. I do not wish to take up time on 
this subject; but if we say on the face of our bill 
to acreditor who is about to loan money to the 
Government, that the proceeds of our public lands 
shall be pledged for the redemption of his debt, f 
do not really see how or why we can in good 
faith dispose of those lands for other purposes, so 
that no proceeds can come from them. Soit strikes 
me; and I should not suppose that would be fair 
dealing with the creditor, unless it was the fact, 
the undoubted fact, that this Government was able 
to redeem all its debts without any pledge of the 
public lands. [suppose it would weigh very little 


in the mind of the public creditor; but neverthe- | 


less, if it is necessary, in order to induce him to 
loan money to the Government, to make this 
pledge, it strikes me we should make no other 
disposition of the lands while it is outstanding. 
We should not diminish the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands that are pledged for this purpose. Soit 
strikes me, but I shall not consume time; I only 


|, ask that the yeas and nays may be taken upon 


| this amendment. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 28, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolitde, Douglas, Durkee, Fes- 


senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson | 


| of Tennessee, King, Latham, Rice, Seward, Simmons, 


Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and 
Wilson—228. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Clingman, Col- 
lamer, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, 
Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Joinson of Arkansas, Kenne- 
dy, Lane, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Sauls- 
bury, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, and Wigfall—27. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring in the first amendment made by 
the Committee of the Whole, which was, in sec- 
tion one, line seven, to strikeout ** one hundred,’’ 
and insert ** fifty.’’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose the next question 
is en concurring in the amendment which has 
just been amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to have it read, 
as amended. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 


| will read the amendment made as in Committee 
| of the Whole, as it has now been amended. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 

At the end of the second section, insert: : 

And the proceeds of the sales of the public lands shall 
be specifically pledged and set apart to redeem the said 
notes at par; bat nothing herein contained shall be held to 
affect the right of Congress to dispose of said lands to ac- 
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tual settlers, and for other purposes, on su 
conditions as it may deem to be advisable. 


Mr. HUNTER. I must confess that as tho 
Senate has amended the amendment, I do not like 
it. As it was originally, it did not interfere with 
the disposition of the public lands; but to vot for 
the amendment as amended, implies some assy nt 
to the homestead policy, asitseemsto me. | am 
not willing to do that. 1 am willing to leave it ay 
open question. The amendment as I offered j; 
did not pledge the lands, but only the proceeds. 
I am not disposed to agree to the amendment oe 
amended. ’ 

Mr. GWIN. IL hope the yeas and nays wil! 
be taken on the amendment as amended, and | 
We had better take 
the bill as it came from the House of Represent- 
atives inthatrespect. It will facilitate legislation 
a great deal more, and hasten the issuing of these 
Treasury notes. I would rather not amend the 
bill at all in this respect; and I call for the yeas 
and nays on the question of concurring in the 
amendment, as amended. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish simply to say, 
that I doubted very much whether it was advis- 
able in the first place to put in this pledge of the 

ublic lands; but I yielded to it in committee. 

ow, however, inasmuch as the chairman thinks 
he would rather have it out in the present state of 
things, I shall continue to vote with him. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to say one word 
in explanation of the vote I propose to give. | 
consider that the amendment waking this pledge, 
as it now stands amended, pledging the proceeds 
of the public lands, provided, nevertheless, Con- 
gress may be at liberty to dispose of those lands 
for any purpose they think proper, is and amounts 
to no pledge at all; and gentlemen around me an- 
nounce that that was the motive and purpose for 
which the amendment was made. Then, if it 


ch terms and 


| means nothing at all, it should not be kept in. 
| There is an insincerity in it to which I do not 


choose to be a party. Therefore, viewing it as 
no pledge, and as intended to destroy any pledge, 
I shall vote against the amendment being there 


| atall. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that is the gen- 
eral feeling everywhere, that the amendment, as 
amended, had best be stricken out; and if the Sen- 
ator from California will allow the vote to be 
taken, it will be stricken out without any yeas and 
nays about it. Nobody is for it that I know of. 

ir.GWIN. Very well. Iam willing to with- 
draw the call for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is no 
objection, the call may be withdrawn. [‘*Agreed.”’| 
The question js on concurring in the amendment 
made in Committee of the Whole, as amended. 

The amendment, as amended, was not con- 
curred in. 

The next amendment made as in Committee of 
the Whole was from line nine of section four, after 
the word ‘‘ President,’’ to strike out: 

* To borrow, from time to time, on the best terms pro 


| posed, such sums of money, upon the credit ef the notes 
| authorized by this act, as he may deem expediept, atler 


having given public notice of at least ten days of the sum 
or sums required, and inviting proposals therefor in news 
papers published in the cities of Washington and New 
York.” 


And to insert, in lieu thereef, the following: 
To issue so many of the notes hereby authorized to ! 


| issued as may amount to a suin not exceeding $3,000,0, 
| at such rate of interest as may be offered by the lowest l 
| sponsible bidder or bidders, who may agree to take the said 





notes at par after public advertisement of not less than tn 
days in such papers as the President may direct; the sae 
advertisement to propose to issue such notes at p2r to those 


| who may offer to take the same at the lowest rate of inter- 


est; but in deciding upon those bids, no fraction shall be 
considered which may be less than one fourth per centun 


per annum. 
Mr. President, I will now 


Mr. CAMERON. 


renew my motion, made some time ago, to strik 


out the words “three million,’’ so as to let Ue 


adhere to the amendment of the committee. 
us try these three million first. 


| whether we can carry it further. 


be 


whole sum be subject to such price as may 
ot. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I think it would be safest to 
We shall soon 


know how it will work, and then we can te! 
Let us tak 


_ what we can carry, and not attempt to go ®y 


further. 


Mr. CAMERON. 


I have no desire to inter 
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fere with the views of the chairman. My own 
- Jomont is different; but I give way. 

ss oO ire ‘Tt TT yy . : 
- he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will report the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
tor from Pennsylvania to the amendment of the 
Committee on Finance. 

V'he Secretary read the amendment to strike out 
she words ** three million,”’ and insert ‘* ten mil- 
jion;?? so that it will read: 

l'o issue so many of the notes hereby authorized to be 
scoped as may amou.jt to a sum not exceeding 310,000,000. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on that amendment to the amendment. 
Mr. HUNTER. Is not the question on the 


amendment reported by the Committee on Fi- | 


yance f 
' Mr. PEARCE. I understand this is an amend- 
mentto theamendmentas reported by the Finance 
Committee. The Finance Committee limits this 
procedure to $3,000,000. The amendment, I un- 
derstand, goes to the whole amount. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that to be with- 


drawn. 


Mr. PEARCE. Itisnot withdrawn. The vote | 


was about being taken on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Pennsylvania to insist 
on his amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
draw it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the motion of the Sen- 
atortvom Pennsylvania to strike out $3,000,000” 
and insert ** $10,000,000 ?”” 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 understand the Senator to 
withdraw that amendment. 


Mr. CAMERON. I did. 


I understand him to with- 


I withdrew it for | 


the purpose of giving up my. views to the views | 


of the chairman of the committee. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


not so understand the Senator. 


The Chair did 


The Senator is | 


so remote frem the Chair that he did not hear | 


him, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time, and passed. 


Mr. YULEE subsequently said: I desire to 


make a motion to reconsider the bill passed a few 


moments ago, authorizing the issue of Treasury | 


notes, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
will be entered. 
TUE STATE OF THE UNION. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


following resolution, as modified by Mr. Powe.i 
on the 10th instant: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the present agitated and distracted condition of 
the country and the grievances between the slaveholding 
aid the non-slaveholding States, be referred to a special 
committee of thirteen members; and that said committee 
be instructed to inquire into the present condition of the 
country, and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr.WIGFALL. Mr. President, last week the 


Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Powr.1,] moved, | 


doubtless, by patriotic intentions, introduced a 
resolution to have so much of the President’s mes- 
sage us related to the present distracted condition 
of the country referred to a committee of thirteen. 
That resolution came up regularly for discussion 
on Monday, and was debated yesterday also. 
During the discussion yesterday, the Senator from 
Iilinois [Mr. Dovetas] was indulging in some 
patriotic platitudes upon the subject of saving the 
Union; and I understood him to say that he was 
prepared to make any effort in his power to ac- 
complish that very desirable object. He congrat- 
ulated the Senate upon the fact that we were going 
into details, and asked for specifications as to the 
Wrongs, or imagined wrongs, under which the 
southern States were suffering, or supposed them- 
selves to be suffering; and,as lL understood, pledged 
himself that, when our grievances were made 
known, he would be ready to redress them, as far, 





of course, as lay in his power. Under this state of | 


things, | stated to him that one of the gricvances 
under which the southern States supposed they 
were suffering was, that this Government denied 
that slaves were property, and, upon that denial, 


refused to protect the owners of slaves in their | 
ttle whenever they were within the Federal juris- | 


diction. I asked him the plain question as to 


whether he was prepared to give us assurance that 


our property would be protected 
Federal jurisdiction. did not 
swer, and | suppose I shall not. 
first, that if we desired protection, we should in- 


when within the 
get a direct an- 


troduce a bill, and that | would learn by his vote, | 


= 
| 
j 
1] 


He answered, |} 


which would then be recorded, whether he was | 


ready to afford that protection or not, 


He then | 


proceeded to charge upon me personally,and upon | 
Senators from the South, that during the last ses- | 
| sion of Congress we had, by our votes, repudi- 


ated this very doctrine—the right of protection. 
[I took issue with him upon that fact, and asked 
to be tried by the record. He failed to produce 
it. He attempted todo so. He mistook a reso- 
lution which was introduced by the Senator from 


| North Carolina [Mr. Curmeman] for a resolution 


| Senator from North Carolina. 


|| that was introduced by the Senator from Missis- 
\| sippi, (Mr. Davis.]} 


I then stated my motives 
for voting against the resolution offered by the 
A resolution was 


| then referred to by him, which was introduced by 


the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] | 


| denied again that I was committed to any such 


doctrine as he had attributed tome. I again asked 
for the record. He replied, that at the time the 
debate took place, he was sick; that he might 
have been misled by the newspapers; and that he 
would this morning bring in the record. Now, 
sir, | undertake to prove the negative; and I shall 


proceed to do so very bricily, because it is amat- | 
| ter of very little concern whether I have been 


consistent or not. 
The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] in- 
troduced, among others of a scries of resolutions, 


| the following: 


* Resolved, ‘That neither Congress, nora Territorial Le 
gislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation of an 


indirect and uulriendly character, possess power to annul | 


or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the 
United States to take his slave property into the common 


Tervitories, and there hoid and enjoy the same while the | 


territorial condition remains.”’ 

Mr. Cuineéman introduced the following reso- 
lution: 

“That the existing condition of the Territories of the 
United States does not require the intervention of Congress 


| for the protecjion of property ia slaves.”? 





Mr. Brewn, of Mississippi, moved to strike out 
the word **not.’? Mr. Crirrenpen said: 

**]t seems to me that that presents a matter of fact for 
the decision of the Senate, whether the existing condition 


of the Territories does new demand any interposition of | 


congressional authority. I do not Know that it does. I do 


not kuew that it does not.”’ 


Mr. Davis said: 


“The question présented is a mere question of fact. The 
resolutions on which the Senate are voting are declarations 
of principle. As to the question of fact, I should concur 
more with my colleague ; and if I had to vote tor either 
proposition, should vote for his declaration, because I 
rather think the necessity does exist; but thatis an opinion 


|, Which Ll am not prepared now to deciare asa fact. Neither 


is it true that [ have ever refused to vote for the bill which 
the Senator, my colleague, introduced.””. * * * * 
* The bill has never been before the Senate for an expres- 
sion of opinion.” 

Mr. Green said: 

“There is one other reason why this question of fact 
ought not now to be considered and veted on, and that ia 
this: there is no Senator here who can say that the Con- 
stitution and the laws and the remedies provided by the 
laws at present, are not adequate to protect every consti- 
tutional right in the Territories. 1 know myself, so far as 
the slave question is concerned, that a replevin has been 
brought in the Territory of Kansas, which is now pending 
in the court.”’ 


Mr. Bicuer said: 


‘‘ Before the vote is taken, I desire to say that I shall 
vote against the amendment, and against the original prop- 
osition of the Senator from North Carolina. Were I obliged 
to meet the issue of fact, I should say that there is no ne- 
cessity at this time for interference.” 


Mr. Bensamin suggested that the difficulty 
could be removed by voting against both the res- 
olution introduced by the Senator from North 
Carolina and the amendment of Mr. Brown. 
Mr. WicFra tt said: 

*T shall vote against both resolutions, and forthe reason 
the Senator from Louisiana bas given; and in that way I 
think we shall have accomplished everything we can do 
by laying the resojution on the table. As has been ob 
served by one of the Senators, believe the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] it is utterly incongruous, it is 


| unheard of, that in a series of resolutions setting forth prin- 


ciples, a question of fact should be brought up here to be 
voied tor. [tis an entire non sequitur of tie Senator from 
Ohio, that because we do object to voting upon questions 


| of fact, it shows any intention to commit an act of duplie- 


ity or any disposition to waver or talter on our part, in 
carrying Out, whenever it is proper, in eur opinion, the 
priaciples which we here avow. 

Now, sir, the resolutions avow the doctrine that it is the 
duty of Congress to protect property of afl kinds, wherever 
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it is under its jurisdiction, when the necessity shall arise. 
do not Know whether the necessity now arise {ay [ 

am ready, by actual logisiation, whenever the nec 

My Opinion, does ari e, to earry these r ot 


sitv,in 
he into 


| efleet; bat lam not now pe-pared, for I believe the Covode 


conunittee has pot yet a eertained the fact a to the cou 
dition of the logi-lation of Kausas preeisely at this t 
Doubtless before We end of the session they willturmichus 
the information, [fthey do not, we may, at some subse 
quent time, obtain the inormation. When t am sat.sfied 
either that the Territorial Legislature has passed acts that 
are unconst.tutional, or that tue courts have failed and re 
tused to render adequate redress, or that the courts are not 
competent to do it, [shail be prepared to vote tor actual 
legislation.*’ : 

Now, sir, the complaint which I stated yester- 
day on the part of the slaveholding States, was 
not that there had been no legislation, but 1 was, 
that the Senator from Illinois, and those whom he 
represents, deny our right to legislation. That is 
the grievance. That was the question which | 
wanted answered. When we say that there isa 
necessity for legislation, when our property has 
been confiscated in Territories that belong to the 


aie 


slaveholding States as well as to the non-slave- 


holding States, will he interpose by the legislative, 
by the executive and judicial departments of the 
Federal Government, to protect that species of 
property, as well as every other spectes of prop- 


ferty? ‘There is the plain, naked propositon, a 
| question which can be understood by any one; 


but which, I say in all candor, | do not expect 
to be answered directly and plainly by him. Lask 
the Senator now, will he propose amendments to 
the Constitution; will he vote in this body for 
amendments to the Constitution; will he pledge 
himself, in geod faith, to go back to the people of 
Illinois, and urge before them the ratification of 
those amendments to the Constitution, not only 
vesting in the Federal Goverument the power, but 


_also making itits Imperative duty, to protect slave 


property, as it is its duty to protect every other 
species of property? If he will do that, then there 
will be one of the difficulties to a recenciliation 
removed. 

Bat he answers me, that Lam mistaken; there 
is No eXellement upon the subjeet at the South; 
we have never complained; the people are not 
dissatisfied. He tells us that there are two ex 
tremes inthis country. The people of the far East 
and those who live down upon the Guif misun- 


| derstand this — enurely, and the people of 


Kentucky and of Illinois understan® it all, and 


| he, and some gentleman, | do not know who, 


from Missouri, who happened to be in the Cham- 
ber, could, if they were appointed a committee, 
settle this whole difficulty in the course of a very 
few minutes. Now, sir,l say to the Seuator, that 


| neither he nor any friend of his in Missouri can 
| settle this question. 


The people of these States 
can settle it; or, tomake myself understood, these 
States can settle it. ‘They can settle it, and they 
only can settle it. They made the Constitution. 
They provided in that Constitution for its amend- 
ment. The States who are parties to the compact 
can alter that compact. They can coneede to this 
Federal Government powers which this Federal 
Government does not now possess. They can 
take from this Federal Government powers which 
it does now possess. If these States, then, desire 
to have a new understanding of the bargain, and 
can agree upon the terms, this Union can be saved ; 
but this Union is not to be saved by flattering, 


| either upon the floor of this Senate or upon the 


stump. You cannot save this Union by singing 
hosannas to it. You cannot save this Union b 
making 4th of July speeches. Whipped syllabub 
is not the remedy for the patient. You have got 
to come down to your work, and you have got to 
do something practical. 

The Senator charged further, that by voting 
against Mr. Brown’s resolution, ! and other Sen- 
aiors upon this side were committed against the 
doctrine for which I said the South is contending. 
Now, sir, the Senator from Mississippi {Mr. 


| Davis] introduced another resolution, which was 


in these words: 
“Resolved, That if experience should at any time prove 


| that the judicial and executive authority do not possess 


means to insure adequate protection to constituiionai rights 
in a ‘Territory, and ir the territorial government should fail 
or retuse to provide the necessary remedies for that pur 
pose, it will be the duty of Congress to supply such defi- 
ciency.”’ 

That resolution I voted for. The other Sena- 
tor from Mississippi [Mr. Broww] introduced, as 
a substitute fer that resolution, the following: 

“ That experiertee liuving already shvwn that the Con- 
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stitution and the common law, unaided by statutory enact 
ment, do not afford adequate and sufficient protection to 
slave property; some of the Territories having failed, 
others having refused, to pass such enactments ; it has be 
come the duty of Congress to interpose and pass such laws 
as will afford to slave property in the Territories that pro- 
tection which is given to other kinds of property.” 

Before going further, L will say that there never 
was a vole upon this last proposition asa distinct 
proposition, The vote was between the propo- 
sition introduced by the two Senators from Mis- 
sissippi. Itwas a choice between the two. | 
voted against the last proposition, because I pre- 
ferred the first. The first contained a clear, dis- 
tinct declaration of principle that at any time and 
at all times it was the duty of this Government 
to protect property in the Territories. ‘This last 
resolution specified no place, no Territory, not 
Kansas, but in general phraseology that ‘** expe- | 
rience having already shown that the Constitu- 
tion and the common law, unaided by statutory 
enactments, do not afford adequate and sufficient 
protection to ameneaiat a 
action was necessary. 

Now I will say just here that, in reading this 
resolution, there occurs to meat this moment one 
insuperable objection to it, and one which would 
induce me, if it were adistinct proposition at this 
tine, to vote against it; and the Senator from 
Iilinois 1s entitled to all that he can get from that. 
I did not vote against it asa distinct proposition, 
but I would have done it. Had we voted for that 
resolution last spring, there is not a stump in the 
United States upon which the Senator, when can- 
vassing for the Presidency, would not have rung 
the charges that we had admitted his principle, his 
**rreat principle,’’ that slavery was local; and he 
would have read to the people this resolution, that 
‘fall experience having already shown that the | 
Constituuon and the common law, unaided by 
statutory enactment, do not afford adequate and 
sufficient protection to slave property,’ and he | 
would have asked them if the Constitution and 
the laws do not afford adequate protection, is it 
not an admission upon the record that it is local, 
and requires legislative action to establish it; and 
out of ourown mouths we would have been con- 
demned. It appears from this debate that, when 
it came to be voted upon, | bad never heard it, and 
had not read it, and Lasked it to be read again be- 
fore | voted. | voted upon it fromthe impression 
made on my mind at the moment it was read; 
but, as I said, the vote which I gave was not 
against this proposition. It was simply an ex- 
pression of a preference of the resolution for 
which this was moved as a substitute. 


The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iverson] asked || 


me yesterday to give way to him for a moment, 
and | possibly ought to have done so. I did not. | 
I will do him ample justice. 

Mr. IVERSON. Will the Senator give way 
for a moment now? 

Mr. WIGFALL. 
yourself would do. 

Mr. 1VERSON. I want to make one additional 
explanation. 


Mr. WIGFALL. 


Iverson said: 


I will do that which you 


In one moment then. 


| it. Now, sir, | am uninformed about the facts.” * ° 
. 
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° **} do not know whether there is a single slave 
to be found in that ‘Territory ; but be it so or not, if we are 
to legislate on the subject, we must have the fact before 
us. We must have a billtoenable us to carry it into effect; 
and if I find, in that ‘Territory or any other, that there is a 
case arising for the intervention of Congress, I hold the 
way perfectly clear; and if it is not done, T shall say to 
my people, * We have been deprived of a constitutional 
right ;? but it must appear. For these reasons, I shall vote 
against the amendment.” 


Other Senators spoke upon the subject, and all 
gave precisely the same reasons, I will state that 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Powe.] gave 
the same reasons. Other Senators on this side 
gave the same reasons. Then with what fairness 


is it charged, when we voted for propositions | 


which distinctly declared that it was the duty of 


| this Federal Government to afford protection to 


verefore legislative || 


Mr. i] 


slave property wherever it was within its juris- | 
diction, and when amendments were brought in | 
—I do not say that itis my beliefnow, but I will |) 
say that at the time the impression was upon my || 


mind, that these amendments were offered at 
least to embarrass us and avoid a direct vote upon 
the subject and a distinct declaration of principle 


—when, under these circumstances, we choose 


not to commit ourselves to questions of fact as to 
whether there was necessity at that time for legis- 


lating—not as to Kansas, for the resolutions of | 


the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brewn] did 
not name Kansas—when we gave as a reason 
that we did not know it to be a fact or not to be 
a fact, and refused simply to vote upon a naked 
question of fact, with what fairness, | ask, can 


we be charged with having been, to use the ex- | 


pression of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dove- 
Las,] **recreant’’ in our duties to the constituen- 
cies whom we represented ? 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me to 


make one-‘remark ¢ 


Mr. WIGFALL. Certainly. 

Mr. GREEN. It is simply this: he is pre- 
cisely correct on all the points he has stated; but 
there are other facts of which he is not informed. 
Up to the present hour we have not legal inform- 
ation of the action of Kansas on that question. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I thank the Senator. 

Mr. GREEN. In Nebvaska there is ne neces- 
sity; in Utah there is no necessity; in New Mex- 
ico there is no necessity; in Kansas there ts a re- 
port. I sent to the State Department yesterday, 
and the information is not yet legally received 
whether there is a legal necessity or not. 


Mr. WIGFALL. At the request of the Sen- 


ator from Kentucky, [Mr. PoWext,} I will read | 


his remarks upon that subject: 


“Mr. Powett. Before this vote is taken, I desire to 
say that, for the reasons assigned by the Senator from Mis- 


sissippi, [Mr. Davis,] the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. | 


BenJaMin,] and the Senator from Texas, [Mr. WicFatt,] 
I shall vote against the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Brown] to the resolution of the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. CLineman,] offered as an amend- 
ment to the resolutions under consideration, and against 
that resolution itself. The resolutions of the Senator from 


|| Mississippi [Mr. Davis] assert great political principles. 


| The amendment preposed by the Senator from North Car- 


“IT barely wish to say, sir, by way of putting myself || 


rectus in curia, that if the proposition of the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] was introduced as a separate | 
and distinct proposition, and not as a substitute forthe fifth | 
resolution, | would support it.” 


Mr. Cuay said: 


‘*L simply wish to say that the remarks of the Senator 


from Georgia, who has just taken his seat, explain fully my || . 
. ’ _— "|| was positively denied by me. When he comes to 


” 


vote. 

There was then some further discussion, and 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] of- 
fered to make ita distinct proposition. There 
was some objection to that. He withdrew his 


motion, and a vote was taken upon it as a substi- || 


tute for a resolution in a series of resolutions in- 
troduced by the other Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. Mason said: 


* I shall vote against the amendment of the honorable 
Benator from Mississippi, although [ concur, as far as I 
understand it, entirely in its provisions, so faras it intends 
to assert a right ora duty ora principle. T am clearly of 
opinion, whenever 2 case prises in one of the Territories 
where any slave property, or any other property there, is 
not protected by the law of the Territory, that it is the duty | 
of Congress, by proper legislation, whatever it may be, to | 
provide adequate protection. ‘This amendment assumes, | 
as I understand it, that there is now an existing case in | 


olina asserts a fact about which he and the Senator from 


Mississippi [Mr. Brown] differ. I will state, furthermore, || 


that, whenever it shall be made known, by experience or 
otherwise, that further legislation is necessary to protect 
either persons or property in the Territories ot the Union, 
I am ready to vote for it.” 

Se much then, sir, for this bill of indictment 
which was found against me yesterday, and upon 


which I was putupon my trial. I deemed it neces- | 
sary to say thus much, because the charge was | 


confidently made by the Senator, and because it 


| reply, if he shall deem it necessary to make any, 


one or more of the Territories where property—slave prop- | 
erty, of course—is without protection; and it asserts a || 
duty for Congress, and a purpose for Congress, to provide || 


I trust that he will do me justice. 
may be able to do justice to himself. 

My objection to the course we are now pur- 
suing, is simply that these discussions amount to 
nothing. Wecannot save the Union. The Sena- 
tors on the other side, and the Senator from Dli- 
nois can, possibly. Ido not know that they can. 
If they cannot, it cannot be saved. We cannot 
do it. The people of the South—I speak of the 
people of the different slaveholding States, and 


especially those upon the Gulf, commonly called | 
the cotton States—are dissatisfied with the present || 


Government, as it is about to be administered by 
the President elect. There is nothing that can 
satisfy them except amendments to the Constitu- 
tion, and those amendments must be made by the 
northern States unanimously, or they will not‘be 
satisfied; and I say here, that they should not be. 


I trust that he | 
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If amendments to the Constitution, securing to 
us everything that we could ask, were ratified | y 
the fifteen slaveholding States and ten non-slaye. 
holding States, they would be in the Constitution 
and a part of the compact, but if eight non-slaye. 
holding States were to vote against those ratifiea- 
tions, as they could, and yet the ratifications |), 
made a part of the Constitution, we see at oye 
that here would be amendments to the Constit,. 
tion distasteful to cight of the non-slaveholdine 
States,and which they probably would disregar, 
as they have dieuaaiuhes the present Constitn. 
tion. Suppose that amendments were Proposed 
by us, and the fifteen slaveholding States were 1) 
ratify them; suppose that ten non-slaveholding 
States were to ratify them; suppose that New 
York and Pennsylvania and Ohio and Illinois ang 
Indiana and Iowa and other border States wey 
to refuse the ratification: of what practical use 
would they be tous? None. 

What is the use of our discussing on this side 
of the Chamber what we would be satisfied wit), 
when nothing has been offered us, and when we 
de not believe that we will be permitted to retain 
even that which we now have? If the two Sep. 
ators from New York, the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wape,] the two Senators from Illinois, the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hate, } the 
Senators from Maine, and others, who are ye- 
garded as representative men, who have denied 
that, by the Constitution of the United States, 
slaves are recognized as property; who have 
urged and advocated those acts which we regard 
as aggressive on the part of the people—if they 
will rise here and say in their places, that they 
desire to propose amendments to the Constitution 
and beg that we will vote for them; that they will, 
in good faith, go to their respective constituencies 
| and urge the ratification; that they believe, if these 
| Gulf States will suspend their action, that those 
| amendments will be ratified and carried out in 
good faith; that they will cease preaching this 
** irrepressible conflict,’’ and if, in those amend- 
| ments, it is declared that slaves are property, that 
| they shall be delivered up upon demand; and if 

they will assure us that Abolition societies shall be 
| abolished; that Abolition presses shall be sup- 
| pressed; that Abolition speeches shall no longer 
“ made; that we shall have peace and quiet; that 

we shall not be called cut-throats and pirates and 
| murderers; that our women shall not be slan- 

dered—these things being said in good faith, the 
| Senators begging that we will stay our band wt 
an honest effort can be made, | believe that there 
is a prospect of giving them a fair consideration. 
{Laughter on the Republican side.} 

Senators laugh in my face. 1 beg that my 
friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Powe.t,} and other 
Union-savers upon this floor, will look and sce 
the derision, the contempt, that is expressed in 
every Senator’s face on the other side when | 
make these propositions. I trust that they will 
understand. Fas est ab hoste doceri—learn even 
from your enemies some wisdom. Waste jot 
your time in idle prattle. Get not into disputes, 
Senators from the South, with each other as to 
what you will be satisfied with and what you will 
take. I tell you, as I have told the people whom 
I represent, long and long ago, you will not be 
permitted to keep that which you now have. You 
are regarded as poltroons; and they talk of foree, 
of coercion, of holding this glorious blood-bought 
Union, as they regard it, together with hemp. 
And yet you petition and beg and ask that this 
‘*glorious Union’? may be continued, in order 
that you may be taxed, and that, the hard earn- 
ings of those men whom you represent shall be 
taken from their pockets in order to build up 
northern wealth and property, to clear out their 
harbors and construct their roads. This ts the 
manner in which you are treated when you tik 
| about compromise. I knew what the result wou’ 
| be. I say to the Senators on the other side that 
you will have to abolish your Abolition socictivs, 
if you expect to live long in our company. : 

Now, Mr. President, there is no principle 0! 
international law better settled that that every 
State is responsible for the conduct of its citize! 





| these United States, and Johu Quincy Adams, ® 
citizen of the State of Massachusetts, was > 
retary of State, and John Forsyth, of Georsi' 
was minister to Spain, and Andrew Jackson was 
| commander-in-chief of our forces upon the Fior- 


| I recollect when James Monroe was President o! 


of. 
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ia frontiers, that he crossed that border; hatechs 
fort on the Suwanee; he took Pensacola, 
vod he established a government. Spain com- 
plained, and demanded that the territory should 
|. returned and apologies be made. Mr. John 
Qi Adams, as Secre tary of State, wrote to 
oe loud th to say to his most Catholic M: ujesty 
Joh u this Government did not _compound either 
: perfidy or impotence;”’ that the Spanish 


Government had not ke ‘pta sufficient force in that 


rritory to restr iin therr Indians, and that Gen- || 


oral Jackson had taken it because it seemed to be 
» waif; that if his most Catholic Majesty would 
«end a sufficient force there to restrain those liv- 
ing upon the border, then this Government would 
return it; but ithad no apology to make for doing 
hat W hich it had a right to do; and thatunlessa 


TI 


cient foree wassentto Floridato kee pthe peace | 
upon the border, and to preventour citizens from | 


being annoyed, they should hold it. 
John Forsyth to explain to the Government of 
S ain that the *y either had the power to restrain 
reir Indians, or they had not; that one horn of 
i : "i lemma they had to take; that if they had 
und could not, compound with perfidy; 
had not the power, that we coul 
not compound with impotence. 


if they 
not and aaa 


Thus I say to the different States, as the —— | 


sentative of my State, that within borders 


there 


your 
are ) 
- unless the newspapers have given a false 
count of the fact, 
months, or possibly weeks, before his nomina- 
on was a hired Abolition lecturer, delivering, at 
si Ja lecture, lectures throughout the country, 
exciting the people against us. We say to those 
tates that you shall not—that is the word I 
choose to use, and I reflect the fee ‘ling 
termination of the people I represent when I use 
it—you shall not permit men to go there and ex- 
cite your citizens to make John ‘Brown raids 01 
ing fire and strychnine within the limits of the 
Siate to which Lowe my allegiance. You : 0 
not we lish newspapers and pamphlets to excit 
our slaves to insurrecuion. 


He told | 


power and would not use it, we would not, | 


presses and there are public speakers, | 


your President elect a few | 


and de- | 


You shall not sulitioh 


ni wspape rs and pamphlets to excite the non- | 


slavcholders against the slaveholders or the slave- 
iolders against the non-slaveholders. We will 
have peace; and if you do not offer it to us, wo 
will quietly, and as we have the right under the 
constitutional compact to do, withdraw from the 
Union and establish a government for ourselves; 
and if you then persist in your aggressions, we 
will leave it to the ultima ratio regum, and the 
sovereign States will settle that question 
** Where the battle’s wreck lies thickest 
And death’s brief pang is quickest.’ 

And when you laugh at these impotent threats, 
as you regard them, I tell you that cotton is 
king! [Loud applause in the galleries 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) Order! Order must be preserved in 
the Senate Chamber, or directions will be given 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms to clear it at once. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President 

be PRESIDING OFFICER Order! 

r. HALE. I rise to a question of order. 

The ‘threat has been made once, twice, thrice 


! 





thissession; was made yesterday; and ithas never | 


been enforced ; and if itis ever to be enforced, 
now is the time. 


privilege of discussing matters here of great pub- 
lic importance; and I propose, if there 1s another 
exhibition of feeling in the galleries, either of as- 
sent or dissent, that those cores be cleared; 
and once being cleared, 
that we be permitted to discuss matters here with- 
out interruption. 


the doors be locked, and | 


I trust that the Senate will act | 


upon this suggestion, and that the galleries will 


be informed of it. 


are a monstrous outrage upon the dignity of this 


body, and I will add, decency. 


Was saying, sir, that cotton was king; and I 
8: that that monarch 


Phe PRESIDING OFFIC 





SER. The Chair ap- 


peas to all Senators and all persons within the 
Chamber to intermit conversation entirely during 
th: de! oats . 

As. r 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will give way, I 
will 


move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
cration of executive business. 
Several Senators. Why? 


; 


Mr. ‘GW IN. That will sii ar the gallery. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I think there is 
rather too much feeling exhibited about a harm- 
less though improper demonstration. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I trust the Senator from 
California will not interrupt me with executive 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Joes the Sen- 


| ator from ‘Texas yield to the Senator from Mis- 
| Sissippl? 


Mr. DAVIS. I was merely going to say that 
I hope the Senator will be permitted to proceed. 
I think we are attaching rather too much import- 
ance to the momentary expression of feeling in 
the galleries. I take it for grante cd that those who 
were warned yesterday did not repeat the offense 
to-day. Itisanewset. We shall get them all 
instructed, after a while, that their privilege as 
auditors can only be enjoyed on the condition of 
decorous silence. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Texas will proceed. 


Mr. WIGFALL. 


The Senator 


| fourth time—and I trust that | may be permiited 


| question. 


These constant interruptions || 


| past. 


| market; 
| when your capitalists are broken, will you go to 


Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, we have the |! 


| the question is 


to go on—I say that cotton is king, and that he 


waves ae scepter not only over these thirty-three | 


States, but over the Island of Great Britain and 
over continental Europe, and that there is no 
crowned head upon that island, or upon the con- 
tinent, that does not bend the knee in fe salty and 
acknowledge allegiance to that monarch. ‘here 
are five milion people in Great Britain who live 
upon cotton. Youmay makeashortcrop of grain, 
and it will never affect them; but you may cram 
their granaries to bursting, you may cram them 
until the corn actually is lifting the shingles from 
the roofs of their barns, and exhaust the supply 
of cotton for one week and all England is starv- 
ing; and we know what men do when suffering 
trom fumine. They do not burstopen barns and 
divide the corn. In their frenzy, they burn and 
destroy. We shall never again make less than 
five million bales. 1 know that Senators on the 
other side that when ‘*this glorious 
Union” is disrupted, it will be in blood, and that 
our negroes will rise in insurrection. 
stand it well enough to make the experiment, and 
I say to Senators upon that side that next year 
they will see the negroes working as quietly and 
as contentedly as if their masters were not Jeav- 
ing that country for a foreign land, as they did a 
few vears ago whe *n they were called upon to visit 
the Republic of Mexico. We understand that 
Five million bales of cotton, each bale 
worth fifty dollars at least—fifty-four dollars was 
the average price of cotton last year—give us an 
export of $250,000,000 per annum, counting not 
rice, or tobace 0, or any other article of produce. 
Two hundred and fifty million exports wil bring 
into eur own borders—not through Boston and 
New York and Philade ‘Iphia, but through our own 
ports—$250,000,000 of impor ts; and forty percent. 
upon that puts into our Treasury $100,000,000. 
Twenty per cent. gives us $50,000,000. What 
tariff we shall adopt, as a war 
discuss in afew months, and in another Chamber. 

You suppose that numbers constitute 
strength of governments in this day. I tell you 
that it is not blood; it is the military chest; it is 
the almighty dollar. When you have lost your 
when your operatives are turned out; 


Supp Sse 


direct taxation? When you cease to have ex- 
ports, will you have imports? Burn down a fac- 
tory that yields ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five 
thousand dollars a year to its owner, and hie goes 
to the wall. Dismiss the operatives, stop the 


Then, sir, for the third or | 


| common defense and general welfare, and to 


Weunder- | 


tariff, I expect to | 


the | 


motion of his machinery, and he isas thoroughly | 


broken as if his factory were burnt; for the time 
he is bankrupt. ‘These are matters for your.con- 
sideration. I know that you do not regard us as 
in earnest. I would save this Union if I could; 
but itis my deliberate impression that it cannot 
now be done. I have been studying the char- 
acter of the people that you represent for years 
The family of Dives was the most prolific 
family thatever breathed or lived upon this earth. 
Those five brothers would not believe cither 
Moses or the prophets; and if one rose from the 
dead, we are told that they would not be - ve him. 
They were prolific, and their descendants have set- 
tled in the country in which you live. [L aaa 
Thatis your business, however; notmine. Now, 
, can the Union be saved? 


| and prospe rity. 
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| sible conflict about it. 
terest In these different 
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I desire the Union to be saved. Ihave always 
been a Union man; I am now a Union man—not 
from any silly notion that it is of divine origin; 
not from any absurd idea that blood was ever 
shed for it; » | suppose it is an in- 
heritance from our fathe rs, for itis ne wither one 
nor the other. This Union is a compact be- 
tween States, and may, with the same propriety, 
be regarded as an inheritance as you would re 
gard a treaty between Great Britain and Fr 


not becausi 


ance, 
or either of those countries and this. It is a treaty 
between States by which they agreed, for their 


nen 
cure domestic peace and neneyuelity, to organize 
a Government, and vest in it certain powers, 
They made a wise distribution of power. They 
vested in the Federal Government such pow rs as 
were necessary to obtain those objects which were 
set forth in the preamble to the Constitution, 
They reserved to their State governments such 
powers as were necessary to protect the liberty 
and well-being and happiness of the citizen at 
home. 

This is the Union; and when the distinguished 
Senator from New York said that there was an 
irrepressible conflict, I simply came to the con- 
clusion—and I say it with all deference to hts dis- 
tinguished reputation and high pestuon—that he 
did not know what he was talking about. Why, 
sir, States that are monarchical in their form of 
government, States that are republican, States 
that are democratic, States that aristocratic, 
States that are slaveholding, States that are non 
slaveholding, States that are agricultural, States 
that are commercial, States that are manufactur 
ing, can all live under precisely such a constutu- 
tion as the old thirteen States ratified and made 
binding between them; and there is no irrepres- 
The very diversity of in- 
States is the reuson for 
forming the Constitution. If we had been a homo- 
geneous people, if our industrial pursuits and im- 


are 


| terests had been identical, there would have been 
no necessity for a Union, no necessity for consoli- 
dating the Union; but there would have been a 
necessity for destroying the old Articles of the 


Confederation, obliterating State lines, abotishing 
State governments, destroying the Union, and be- 
coming a single consolidated people. Why? Be- 
cause, under those cir interests, 


‘umstances, the 


the prejudic es, and the passions of all sections 


| being the s 


| ficial, or those representatives would have 


| that there are no States; 


| pe opl 


same, the ballot-box would have given 
ample security to domestic peace and tranquillity 
Laws passed by the Legislature 
fresh from the people, operating equally in all sec- 
tions, and the interests of all sections being the 
same, would necessarily have been wise and bene- 
been 
turned out aithe next election, and the laws have 
been repealed. But it is not so here. Your irfe- 
pressible conflict idea is predicated upon the sup- 
position that this is a consolidated Government; 
that there is a aational 
Government, as they call it; thatthe people who 
live between the two oceans and between the Gulf 
and the lakes are one people; thatthe boundaries 
of Massachusetts have, by some hocus pocus, 
been extending themse lve s until they embrace all 
the remainder of the Union; and that we are one 
, havea national Government, and are under 
the control of * the Massachusetts school of poli- 
tics,’’ as the Senator from New York said he was. 
This is the fatal error. If you could have seen 
it in time, much of this difficulty would have been 
avoided. We see and we know and we feel that 
you are administering this Government upon the 
idea that there is but one single State or nation, 
and that you, under these impressions, believe 
that you are responsible for the domestic institu- 
tions of all the other States. 

1 was glad to hear the other day the conserv- 
ative, sensible, statesmanlike tone in which the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Dixon] spoke. 
When [ heard him, his voice and his sentiment 
carried me back to the better days of the Repub- 
lic, when those truly great men, Oliver Ellsworth 
and Roger Sherman, and that other great man 
from New Jersey, William Paterson, and Charles 
Pinckney and John Rutledge of South Carolina, 
cooperated with cach other to form the presént 
beautiful, well-balanced Federal Re :public out of 
the ruins of the old rickety concern of the Confed- 
eration; when the common sense of Ellsworth and 


|| Sherman and Paterson ani Rutledge and Pinck- 
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ney controlled the genius of Hamilton and Mad- 
ison and Randolph; and to South Carolina and 
to Connecticut do we owe thanks for the present 
from of government which + now about to be de- 
stroyed. They were the men thatdid it. They were 
the men who saw thatit was utterly impossible to 
live under a consolidated udiiiead Government, 
aud established, instead thereof, a Federal repub- 
lican Covernment; gave to the General Govern- 
ment such powers as were necessary to protect 
them against foreign aggression, and reserved to 
the States all those powers which were necessary 
jor legislation for their own people. 

I said before that | was a Union man, and I 
say now thatlama Union man. I say that there 
isnot and cannot be under this present form of 
goverpment any irrepressible conflict; that those 
States which are slaveholding have a right to be 
80, those that are non-slaveholding have a right 
to be so; and if it were not for the single word 
in the guarantee clause of the Constitution which 
secures to each State “a republican form of Gov- 
ernment,’ there would be no reason under heaven 
why seme of the States might not be aristocratic 
and others monarchical, if they saw fit. They 
would have free trade with each other. When 
one of them was interfered with or imposed upon, 
that State would at once call into the field the 
Army of thirty-three States; that State would at 
once call from our ports and put afloat the Navy 
of thirty-three States; that State would have the 
‘Treasury of thirty-three States, and in negotiat- 
ing with foreign countries she would have the 
wisdom and the genius of thirty-three States to 
conduct her foreign relations and her foreign 
diplomacy. 

‘This is the great advantage of the Union; but 
if you suppose that we are to be amused with the 


bought in Kentucky and in Missouri and in Ten- 
nessee; and they may Jeave you in the cold and 
come to us; i pw they do, they will under- 
stand the blessings of this Union from having 
lived out of it a few months, and they will be 
prepared to carry out in good faith the compact 
which they entered into with us. 

Now, those who talk abouta dissolution of the || 


| Union as being one of those things that will show 


| of Massachusetts rebelled against the authorities 


clap-trap of 4th of July froth and the idea that | 


there is anything of sacredness in a compact be- 
tween nations, or that nations inherit rights, | 
simply say that those among whom I live have 
massed that point. So deveted a friend of the 
Ginion am J, that when (as I know it must be, be- 
cause l see po disposition to save or to prevent it) 
the eight cotton States have withdrawn from this 
Union, as they will in the next two months do, 
and meet in convention to adopt a Federal form 
of government for themselves, and to establish a 
foreign department, I for one shall advocate the 
adoption, without crossing a t or dotting an i, of 
this same old glorious Constitution that was rat- 
ified by the old thirteen States; and when Virginia 
and ‘Tennessee and Maryland and Kentucky and 
the other border States see what we have done, 
and know that the States who propose confeder- 
ation to them will keep their treaty compacts, I 
have no doubt that one after the other of them 
will come into our Union, and many days or 
months will not pass before this beautiful fabric 
will again be the scene of our discussions, in 
which we will consider not only those matters 
which appertain to us in our domestic affairs, but 
our foreign relations with you, and it may be, if 
war can beavoided, which you desire not to avoid, 
for you are wiser than that, we may here form a 
treaty with you. 

You know full well that if this Union is dis- 
solved, and these southern States go off, and your 
commerce is cut up, and your merchant princes 
are bankrupt and go to protest, and your manu- 
factories are stopped, and your operatives are 
turned out, and your ships, depelees of the navi- 
gating laws, are laid up to rot, and your sailors 
turned loose to starve—you know that when these 
things occur, your heads will not be safe upon 
your shoulders. 
can bring the power of the Federal Government 
te coercion, and before the Treasury is drained 
of its last dollar, you can make soldiers out of your 


operatives and your sailors, you expect then, | 


amid the heat of the contest, the confusion of 
ideas, as well as everything else, that you can 
conceal the facts, and denounce us for the calam- 
ities that are on this people; and you expect not to 
lead, but to send them to battle. Lunderstand your 
game as well as youdo. There may, in thisgeneral 


But if, in thee mean time, you | 


that man isincapable of self-government, or about 
our being split up into petty factions, and States 
seceding, and stars flying from their orbits, have 
not considered this thing as statesmen. This || 
Government was once nearly wrecked on that | 
idea. When the agrarian, higher-law doctrine 


| 
of that State in 1786, and Shay’s rebellion broke | 
out, and the people of that State who paid no || 
taxes said that they had fought for seven years | 
to keep property from letinaiiianiiaeaianaas 1 
that peace was established they had a rightto an 
equal division; when they took up arms, and that 
agrarian and higher-law feeling was spreading 


} 





throughout the New England States, Hamilton | 


and Madison and Randolph and other conserva- | 
tive men mistook the feeling that was local, as | 
you say slavery is, and supposed that the re- | 
mainder of the colonies felt as those people did 


Government to keep the people free by the forces 


ofarms. ‘That was their unphilosophical idea; 


| but, as I said before, Ellsworth, Sherman, and | 


| we have time for our own security; but that man 
_slanderg us who says that we are disunionists; 


| stone. 


| nothing to complain of; that nineteen twentieths | 


en. be conservative States of the North || 


included. Pennsylvania may see that her iron 
and coal are about to be dug in the mountains of 
Tennessee and Virginia and North Carolina; Ohio 
and Indiana and lilinois may sce that the grain, 


Pinckney, and Rutledge,and Paterson controlled | 

them, and established this beautiful Federal form | 

that we have been struggling to preserve. 
Then, whatever may come out of this, it Is 
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| here in the child’s play of introducing biljs upon 


lution of the Democratic platform, adopted 
|| Charleston and at Baltimore: 


| 

did; | 

and hence they were for a firm, strong, national 
yy 

: 


clear to my mind that, instead of this being a }) 

-, . . } 
demonstration that the people are incapable of | 
self-rovernment, it will be a demonstration that || 


that these States, which came into the Union one 
after another, and ratified the Constitution and } 
made it binding between themselves and the other | 


| - > it 
_the people are capable of self-government, and || 


States that ratified it, will, one after the other, || 


revoke the ratification, and first vest each in its | 
own State government all the powers that she | 


now exercises through this Federal! department of || 
her Government; and, after a sufficient number | 
’ ’ Hi 


have withdrawn, they will adopt again this Con- | 


stitution, and State after State will come in; and || 


if it were not for memories of the past, and for 


patriotic sentiments which Lhave heard from some || 


persons who live in New England, I would regard | 
it as the greatest blessing that had ever befallen 
the human family, that they could be left to live 
upon granite and ice. I do not know whether it 
would have any effect upon them; but it is said 
that hunger will tame a wolf. I do not know | 
whether it would have any effect on them; but 

this I do know, that then they would have to con- | 


tent themselves with managing their own affairs; || 


and if they permitted their people further to inter- | 
fere with us, the sword would settle the contest, 
and the next treaty which was signed would be 
in Faneuil Hall, in the town of Boston, and in 
the State of Massachusetts—there in that place | 
which has been called the cradle of liberty, and 
has proved to be the grave of the Constitution. 
We understand our own business, we understand 
our own affairs, we understand our relations to 
these other States, and we intend to provide while 


that man slanders us who says that we are dis- 
satisfied with the form of government under which 
we live; that man slanders us who says that we 
are now, or have at any other time been, impelled | 
to the course of action which we are taking by | 
any feeling except the most serious apprehension 
that our safety demands it. 

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. Dovetas] yes- | 
terday, when we asked for bread, offered us a 
When we asked for a fish, he gave us a | 
serpent. When we asked for additional guaran- 
tees, he got up here to explain to us that we had 





of the negroes who run away from any of the 
border States are returned; and that we, down on | 
the Gulf, are making a hullabaloo about a matter | 
that does not concern us; and that even in the | 


_ border States they have nothing to complain of. | 
| That was his statement. He denies that the peo- | 


and the meat, and the hemp, and the horses, and > 
the mules, which they now furnish to us, may be || 
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_ he would amend the Constitution or not. Ho 


wants us to act by bill. He wishes us to indylos 
this question, spending weeirs and mouths in 
discussion, while these States, one after anoth: , 
are walking out of the Union, and establishine 
their relations with each other, and with for, ion 
Powers. I say, that so far as the State I rs nro. 
sent is concerned, thisis the principle upon which 
we went into the last canvass—the second yvs, 


at 


“That it is the duty of the Federal Government, iy all 
its departments, to protect, when necessary, the rights of 
persons and property in the Territories, aud wherever else 
its constitutional authority extends.’ E 

Now, | am not going to discuss the right or the 
wrong of this resolution. lt is enough for moe to 
know that the people of the State in which | liye 
ratified that principle by a vote of forty-seven 
thousand in the last canvass to fifteen thousand 
against it; and if that majority is not enough to 
take the State out of the Union, then I should 
like to know what majority is. The question was 
canvassed; the right of the State to secede was 
discussed; the whole matter of resistance was 
argued; and the distinct issue was there made that 
theelection ofa Black Republican President would 
be an overt act—an indication on the part of th; 
northern people that they intended to administer 
thts Government, not according to the Constity- 
tion, but according to the fanatical notions which 
are embodied in their platforms of 1856 and 1869, 
Upon this doctrine we went to the polls, and we 
were indorsed by forty-seven thousand men who 
are capable of bearing arms. 

It has been attempted to be explained, that al] 
this is very unreasonable, Suppose it is. You 
have got to deal with our folly; and I say to you 
that you have got to yield to our foolish determ- 
ination of having that prineiple recognized in the 
Constitution of the United States, or that State 
certainly goes out of this Union. What, sir, ar 
we to live with a ban upon us? Are we to be 
tabbooed; are we to have the mark of Cain upon 
our brow without the protection which it gave to 
him? Are we to be told that we are not your 
equals; that the property which we hold is not 
property; and that wherever this Government, 
which we organized, has jurisdiction, it shall not 


|| only not protect our property, but will coutiscate 


it; and should we be freemen if we submitted? 
Then another proposition which I would make, 


‘| if you were nw disposed to consider it, 


| would be, that you should cease to discuss the 


question, and be content that you are in a better 
situation than we are, Thank God that you 
are not like us, poor publicans; but do not be 
thrusting your blessings all the time in our faces. 
testrain your own citizens, and keep them from 
making raids. In the State in which I live, and 
to which | owe my allegiance, and of which [am 
a citizen, during the last summer there were four 
towns that I know of, county sites, burned smooth 
tothe ground. There were fourteen other plac:s, 
as I have seen advertised in the newspapers, aud 
have every reason to believe—fourteen other sv(- 
tlements or towns, not county sites—that were 
burned down. Strychnine was brought and given 
to our negroes, for the purpose of poisoning their 
masters. An association called **The Mystic 
Red ”’ was entered intoby members of the Meth- 
odist Church North and the John-Brown men; 
and their purpose was to carry out the irrepress!- 
ble conflict, to burn our towns, burn up the stores 
of our merchants, burn up the mills, to bring free- 


soil northern capital in, and thus get possession 0! 


Texas, and make it a free State, in order, as they 
said, to belt us round with free States, to starve 
us out or cause us, (as has been said by one whose 
language I seldom quote,) like poisoned rats, ‘0 
die in our holes. a 
I returned home, sir, after the fatigues of (ie 
last session; I went there for peace and for quiet 
and consultation with my neighbors; and trom 
the day I reached my ‘home until 1 left—be- 
tween six weeks and two months—there was ° 
guard of twenty-four men every night ina small 
village of between two and three thousand inha’- 
itants. I myself had to shoulder my gun, ave 
stand guard. This night, | expect there oe 
twenty-four men there on guard. And yet we 


ple of the South are dissatisfied as to his squatter || are at peace with all the world. This is what you 


sovereignty doctrine. He will not say whether || call Union and fraternal affection. 
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- result of f tha at He dpe beuti nievedt by your- 
it is the result of the preac hinges and 
chines of the Senator from New York. It 
» the result of the preachings and the teaching 
- other Black Republican I aders. Itis the re- 
of iia preachings and teachings of your fol- 
wers or prete nded followers of Christ. In your 
schools you teach your children to hate us. In 
your pulpits you teach it as a religious duty. 
Upon the hustings you teach it. Your cighteen 
northern non- -slaveholding States nominate two 


« i Sieik: 


of the most fanatical of your sect as candidates | 


- President and Vice President. Youelect them; 

a now you tellus that they shall be inaugurated. 
P ( viously to the election and to the anticipated 
: aes curation, you organized a Praetorian guard. 
ln Rome, it was not “until liberty had fallen that 
\ocustus, their first Emperor, inaugurate vd that 
military body. A few years rolled on, and the 
empire was put up by Ae Pretorian guard, and 

old for money. Who is to be the Dedius Ju- 
divine. The Senator from New York told his 

in-Brown, Wide-Awake Pretorians that their 
services could not be dispensed with after the 
that they would be needed to secure the 
fruits of the victory. 


elections 


ization tosweep the country in which | live with 
fire and sword—— 

Mr. SEWARD. With the honorable Sena- 
tor’s permission, | beg leave to ask him to state 
the erounds of the declaration he has just made? 

Mr. WIGFALL. 
I do not keep scrap books myself, but I saw it 
published in the New York papers, in a speech 
made by the Senater. Everybody saw it. it has 
been copie ‘d into ms ny papers I never saw it 
denied. It was a speech delivere d by the Sena- 
tor in his late cama ntial tour to the West. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, f think this 
is the first time since I have been in the Senate of 
the United States, that I have ever attempted to 
correct a misapprehension as to myself. 1 can- 


lianus that will purchase this — cannot || 


One half million of men uni- | 
formed and drilled, and the purpose of their organ- || 


I will state to the Senator. | 


not say what may have been published in the | 


newspapers or attributed to me. I do remember 
to have read a letter which I received from some 
unknown person in the southern States, quoting, 
or professing to quote, from some apoeeh of mine, 
something like this which the Senator alludes to. 
I can only say this: 


said. Lhave no recollection of all thes speeches 


that l may have made before the election or after. | 


I cannot tell what there has been which could be 
perverted or misunderstood so as to imply that l 


have ever said or intimated that the Wide-Awakes || 


were to be kept organized, disciplined, and uni- 
formed, or associated at all to secure the fruits of 
this victory. I think I may say safely that I 


1 cannot tell what] may have | 


never could have delivered anything which could | 


have borne such a construction. 

And now | hope the Senator will excuse me 
one moment more. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
ful to me, and I mean to be to him. I hope that, 
in making this explanation, I shall not be deeme d 
to have brought myself under any obligation to 
explain anything more hereafter or he retofore. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, the denial of 
the Senator, of course, is all that I could ask. | 
saw him so reported, and have seen it frequently. 
Who vce it I do not know. It was pub- 
lished North and South. This Wide-Awake as- 
sociation, [ was going on to say, had I not been 
interrupted, has itself” produced an immense deal 
of excitement and bitter feeling. 
Senator from New York said what has been as- 


cribed to him or not, would not be a matter of || 


ny 


any moment further than he is concerned. That 
he did not say it, Lam now, of course, convinced. 


He is always very respect- | 


Whether the | 


I would not misrepresent him. But that this pre- | 


torinn band is organized; 
undergo military drill; that it isa military organ- 
ization, no man who has looked upon them, as | 
did this last summer, and heard their regular mil- 
itary tramp, does or can doubt. 

The non- -slaveholding States have held their 
convention; they have nominated their candidates; 
they have elected them. Now lask Black Re- 
ralstic ‘an Senators if the fifteen slaveholding States 
iad held a convention calling it national, had nom- 
inated a slaveholder for President and «x slave- 
holder for Vice President, and had adopted a plat- 


that its members do | 


| | 


| tlons? 


form ‘white he i in the non- sbnvdnlting | States, was 
regarded as so hostile and antagonistic 


to ‘thei ir 
Interests that 


they could not have an electoral 
ticket in one of their States; if the slaveholding 
States had carried on a war of denunciation and 
aggression for a series of years, and had adopted 
principles so offensive and so dangerous to the 
non-slaveholding States that one of their nomi- 
nated candidates could not, with safety, have 
traveled through one of the non-slaveholding 
States—if this had been the case, and we ‘had 
elected such a man, would you have said that there 
| was any obligation upon you to regard the com- 
pact as kept, and look to the hollow forms of elec- 
Would you not have said: ‘* We have 
lost our autonomy, our right of self-government; 
a foreign government has been established over 
us; these sliveholders having a numerical major- 


ity; have nominated two of their own order for | 


| President and Vice President; the y will have 
their Cabinet composed of such men; the foreign 
diplomacy will be managed by such men.’? Would 
not that be your exclamation, and would it not 
be founded in reason? 
| Then I say the non-slaveholding States have 
nominated and elected their candidate. Tell me 
not that we have got the legislative department of 
this Government, for | say we have not. As to 
| this body, where do we stand?) Why, sir, there 
are now eighteen non-slaveholding States. Ina 
few weeks we shall have the nineteenth, for Kan- 
sas will be brought in. Then the arithmetic which 
| settles our position 1s simple and easy. Thirty- 
eight northern Senators you will have upon this 
| floor. We shall have thirty to your thirty-eight. 
After the 4th of March, the Senator from Cali- 


{[Mr. Bricut,] the Senator from New Jersey 
{Mr. THomson,] and the Senator from Minnesota 
[Mr. Rice} will be here. That reduces the north- 
ern phalanx to thirty-four. 


| Mr. BINGHAM. Dovetas. 
| Mr. WIGFALL. What? 
| Mr. BINGHAM. Doveras. 


Mr. WIGFALL. 


of the northern Senators upon whom we can rely, 
whom we know to be friends, whom we have 
trusted in ourdaysoftrial heretofore,andin whom, 
as Constitution-loving men, we will trust. Then 
we stand thirty-four to thirty-four, and your Black 
Republican Vice President to give the casting 
vote. Mr. Lincoln can make his own nomina- 
tions with perfect security that they will be con- 
| firmed by this body, even if every slaveholding 
State should remain in the Union, which, th: ink 
God, they will not do. You have elected your 
Preside nt, and you can inaugurate him; and we 
will have neither lot nor parcel in this matter. 
Iam thus reeapitulating the necessity for our 


pulse. Senators, some of them, have spoken of 
the excitement of the South. I tell you the ex- 
citement has passed off, the fever has subsided, 
and the patient has collapsed. So far as this 


upon it. Your Union is now dead; your Gov- 
ernment is now dead. It is to-day but lying in 
state, surrounded, it is true, by pomp and cere- 
mony. They are, Senators, but the mournful 
| ceremonies, pomps, and pageants which are seen 
around the mighty dead. The spirit has de- 
parted, and it has gone back to those who gave 
it—the sovereign States of this Union. There is 
now in the Gulf States no excitement. There is 
a fixed, determined will that they will be free; and 
| men who come here and talk about wishing to 


they call precipitate action, tell us that we are to 
be hung if we dare be free. The Senator:-from 
Illinois has declared—t do not know whether he 
said it; the Senator from New York has been 
misrepresented, and he may have been; but it 
was published in his celebrated Norfolk speech 


Opposition party if that President should beat 
| him and not administer the Government accord- 
ing to his notions. Well, this was hardly a fair 
way, I think, of conducting a canvass—to hang 


Lincoln if he should be elected, provided he did 


| that he was going to hang the President of the | 


preserve this Union by way of avoiding what | 


not administer the Government according to the | 


Senator’s ideaof propriety! It was rather rough 
work! He was then going to hang all the Vir- 
| ginians who attempted to act upon his * great 
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de 


That 
Kansas- 
have a right to 


‘palsiebple of the richt of self-government. 
is the great principle, | believe, of the 
Nebraska act, that every pe ople 
govern themselves as they @ce fit, saving and 
excepting t the people of these sovereign States, 
They alone, it seems, have not that right. 
Organic law, I have always was 
made by sovereis gnty; was the supreme law of the 
land. It goes out in the form of a constitation 
or an edict. An organic law see ms 


supposi d. 


now to be 


| only such laws as we pass here for petty cor- 


| shocked; 


| for the operation to be performed on; 


| before the Declaration of ee 


porations, to be ri ‘pealed whenever we see fit. 
This is the Senator’s idea of organic law. W} hy 

Mr. President, I am_ surprise “d—I would say 
but I do not suppose Sees. cae 
shock a man who has lived in this city for six 
months—nothing, ce rtainly , of misappre hension 
as to the simplest question of the form of gov- 
ernment under which we are living. Yor talk 
about hanging States; about States committing 
treason; about enforcing the laws; and doing all 
sorts of things. Sir, I hold in my hand the first 
volume of the statutes of South Carolina, to which 
I shall refer, as she is to be the immediate subject 
and I find 
that the constitution of South: Carolina was 
adopted on the 26th of March, 1776. That was 
On the 
yabitants of South 
they then 


26th day of March, 1776, the in 


Carolina became a_ people; became 


| vested with sovereignty; they then asserted their 


Non tali auvilio nec defensori- | 
bus istis, tempus eget. [Laughter.] There are four | 


action to show that we are not acting upon im- || 


right to self-government. The y have been a very 
troublesome ‘people. The first quarrel that they 
got into was on the subjectof the tariff, and it hap- 


| pened to be with his sacred Majesty, George HIT, 


| ** King of Great Britain, lreland, 
fornia, (Mr. Laruam.,] the Senator from Indiana, | 


| the British Government for 


| of the 
| Union is concerned, the cold sweat of death is | 


the people of South 


and France, 
and Defender of the Faith,’’ and they say as the 
first grievance: 

** Whereas the British Parliament, claiming of late years 
a right to bind the North American colonies by law, in all 
cases whatsoever, have enacted statutes for raising a rey 
enue in those colonies, and disposing of such revenue os 
they theught proper, without the consent and against the 
will of the colonists ; and whereas it appearing to them 
that (they not being represented in Parlininent) such claim 
Was altogether unconstitutional, and, if admitted, would 


at once reduce thém from the rank of freemen to a state of 


the most abject slavery.”? 

Here was a general bill of indictment against 
interfering with the 
Now, it is claimed that 
Carolina have no right to 
complain of any aggressions, exeept those that 
are committed upon themselves; and their dissat- 
isfaction with your property stealing upon the 
border of these border States is regarded as an 
impertinent interference. Let us sce what is the 
next cause for South Carolina resuming her posi- 
tion as one of the nations of the earth. She says 

‘ The harbor of Boston was blocked up; people indicted 
for murder in the Massachusetts Bay may, at the will ofa 
Governor, be sent for trial to any other colony, or even to 
Great Britain; the chartered constitution of government 
in that colony is materially altered.” 

One of the reasons which South Carolina gave 
for assuming Ler position as one of the nations 
earth, and org anizing a Government for 
herself, was that the Boston port bill had been 
passed, and that the people of Boston were im- 
posed upon. That was right enough. The 
on and state another grievance: 


“The English laws and a free government, to which the 
inhabitants of Quebec were entitled by the King’s royal 
proclamation, are abolished, and French laws are restored ; 
the Roman Catholic religion (although before tolerated and 
freely exercised there) and an absolute government are es- 
tablished in that province, and its limits extended through 
a vast tract of country, so as to border on the free Protest 
ant English settlements, with design of using a whole peo- 
ple, differing in religious principles from the neighboring 
colonies and subjeet to arbitrary power, as fit instruments 
to overawe and subdue the colonies.”’ 


rights of all the colonies. 


y go 


That was their third cause of grievance. An- 
other was: 

“Large fleets of armies have been sent to America in 
order to enforce the execution of these laws.”’ 

Another was, that 

‘'The Governors end others, bearing the royal commis 


sion in the colonies, have excited domestic insurrections ; 


| proclaimed freedom to our servants and slaves ; enticed or 


stolen them from, and armed them against their masters.’’ 
In view of the premises, they declare: 


“That it is become indispensably necessary that some 
mode should be established, by common consent, and for 
the good of the people, the origin and end of all govern- 
ments, for regulating the internal polity of this colony.” 

** The Congress’? — 


that is, the Congress of South Carolina— 
“the Congress being vested with powers competent for the 


¥ 





aed 


knitted et 


ee aly 


pee Rp tg, 


‘tga teen ge 


= 


ee ee 


> 


agree 
0 PEO 


fs 
hi 


a 


+ 


SS 


—m 


4 
wy 


a2 


RRA 


ert Ay 


ao 





Ae ee ne ee ee 


76 


purpose, and having fully deliberated touc ching the premises, 
do therefore resolve.’ 


There you see, Senators, that the people of 
South Carolina, a ‘at back as 1775, (for this Con- 
ress assembled Wednesday, the Ist day of 
November, 1775, ) declared their inde pendence and 
established a Government for themselves; not for 
wrongs that they alone were suffering, but because 


liberty was trampled apon in the United Colonies 


‘They are acting in the same spirit now. They 
feel sensiuvely the wrongs, the injuries, whic h 
are done to their brethrea in the border States. 


The y adopted an oath of allegiance at that time: 


A B, do swear that I will, to the utmost of my 


power, support, maintain, and defend the constitution of 
South Carolina, as established by Congress on the 26th 
day of March, 1776.”" F 


There they simply swore that they would sup- 
port that l roa ste p further. The 
di flic increased, and they ascertained that 
there was no hope or prospect of a reconciliation 
of their difficulties with the mother country; and 
then they adopted “ an ordinance for establishing 
an oath of abjuration and allegiance:” 

‘1, A 8, do acknowledge the State of South Carolina | 
is, and of right ought to be, a free, independent, and sover- 
eign State, and that the people thercot owe no allegiance 
or obedience to George LI, King of Great Britain; and I 


constitution, 
} 
ullies 


do renounce, refuse, and abjure, any allegiance or obedi 
ence to him; and I do swear (or affirm, as the case may 
be) that I will, to the utmost of my power, support, main 


tain, and detend the said State against the said King Geerge 
Lil, aud his heirs and successors, and his or their abettors, 
aesistants, and adherents. And 1 dofurther swear that I 
will bear faith and true allegiance to the said State, and to 


the utmost of my power will support, maintain, and defend 
the freedom and independence thereof.’ 


That was done at Charleston on the 13th day 
Februar Y> 1777. Other oaths were afterwards 
preseribed of the same sort; and te is a pro- 
vision, that those who will not subscribe to that 


oath shall, at the expense of the State, 


besent from | 


it; and that upon their returning “they shall be | 
adjudged gruiity of treason against the State, and } 


shall, upon conviction thereof, suffer death as a 
traitor. ‘The present constitution of South Caro- 
linn, for obeying which her citizens are to be 


hanged, contains this oath, which has been taken 
me every officer in that State: 
‘J do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
ain true allegiance bear to the State of South Carolina, 
long as I may continue a citizen thereof; and that Lam 
duly qualified, according to the constitution of this State, 
to exercise the office to which T have been appointed ; 
that [ will, to the best of my abilities, discharge the duties 
thereot, and preserve, protect, and detend the constitution 
of this State and of the United States, so help me God.”’ 


that I will be fait — 


Mark the words: ** 1 solemnly swear that I will 
be faithful and true allegiance bear to the State 


and | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| that State, and ‘ebeilie nee to nn Constitution of || 


| to my State; and to that State that allegiance shall | 


of South Carolina, so long as I may continue a || 


citizen thereof.’’ Now, Se nators » you are deal- 
ing with asovereign State. You talk about hang- 
ing men who obey their oaths. I tell you that 
in 1775, twelve months before the Declaration of 
Independence was made, that people, feeling not 


the aggressions of the British Government upon | 


them, for they were a favored colony; but in the 
language of the immortal Henry, ** snuffing the 
tainted breeze afar off,’’ saw that the colonial 
rights of the people of Massachusetts had been 
trample d under foot, and they saw that fleets and 
armies were sent to the country; they saw that 
taxes had been levied without representation and 
disbursed without their consent, and they determ- 
ined to become a free people. In 1776, three 
months before the battle of Fort Moultrie, they 
adopted a State constitution; they organized an 
army; they elected a president; the y had all the 
varapherne alinof government. The battle of Fort 
Moultrie, on the 28th di ay of June, was fouglit 
ands r State colors, and by officers who held their 
commissions signed, ** John Rutledge, President 
f the Republic of South Carolina.’’ 

hat battle was fought before the Declaration 

of Independence. In 1751 they confederated with 
these other States; and in the Articles of Confed- 
eration they declared, in the second article, that 
they ** retaine d their sovereignty, freedom, and 
inde - ndence.’’ From that time to this they have 


preserve ‘dail the paraphernalia of sovereignty and 
nationality, They have had their legislative 
department; they have had their executive de- 


partment; they have had their judicial depart- 
ment. ‘They have passed such laws as they saw 
fit for the governmentof theirown ciuzens. They 
have dealt at will with the lives, with the liberty, 
and with the property of their owncitizens. 


Their 


\! the United States 


; but the oath is allegiance and | 
fealty tothe State ‘of South Carolina. Now, you || 
tell those men that, if they obey their oath, if 
they violate not their allegiance, if they become || 
not traitors to the country that has nourished and 
nursed them, then they are to be shot down like 
dogs or hanged like cea, This is the manner 
in which their remonstrances are met. ‘This is 
the language of Senators who talk about *‘ our 
glortous Union,’’ and our being a race of free- | 
men. This is the language used to free Ameri- | 
cans! This is in a land of liberty! This 1 
among a people who boast that they have the || 
right of self-government! Well, you will have 
an opportunity of making the experiment. 

But a word more. Those people do not believe 
that they are citizens of the United States. Ido 
not believe that they are citizens of the United | 


States. I do not believe that I owe allegiance to | 
the United States. [believe that I owe allegiance | 


be recognized, and the obligation fulfilled to the | 
letter of the law. 

We have seen that South Carolina became a 
State, and from that time to this she has remained | 
a State; she has exercised all the powers of na- || 
tionality, but there is one fact that 1 have not yet 
mentioned. In 1778, the great Power of I’rance 
entered into a treaty with South Carolina by 
name, and with Vi irginia, and recognized their 
nationality. ‘That was in 1778. In 1783, Great | 
Britain acknowledged the nationality of South 
Carolina, in the treaty of peace between that | 
Power and these revolted colonies, then free, || 
sovereign, and inde pende nt States. In 1781, as || 
Il have already said, in the Articles of Confedera- | 
tion, they declared, in explicit words, that they || 
Petained each their sovereignty, independence, 
and freedom. \| 

i] 


‘The Constitution of the United States came to | 
be ratified. Did that change their relations? Who || 
were the parties to it? States. Whom wasit bind- 
ing between? Siates. Who made it? States. 
Who ratified it?) States. South Carolina is one || 
ofthem. Did there then become a nation? Did | 
there cease then to be thirteen States? And did 
they become one State? If so, you will find it 
in the Constitution. The term * citizen of the 
United States’’ is used. 1 will refer briefly to the 
places where it is used. The first is as to Rep- | 
resentatives in the other branch of the Federal 
Legislature: 

‘*No person shall be a Representative who shall not 
have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been 
seven years a citizen of the United States.”’ 

Now, Senators, there is no man that I have 
ever seen, however black the cockade he may 
have worn, or blue-light his Federalism—I have 
not yet seen the man who denies that these States 
were free, sovereign, and independent under the | 
Articles of Confederation. They so declared, and 


| no one that I have seen prete nds that they formed 


a single politic al community or were a nation at | 
that time. They all say that when they ratified | 
this Constitution, and established a Government | 
proper, they became a nation. That is your | 
the ory. 
States *? means a citizen of the United States asa 
single political community. Then it follows that 


| for seven years after this Constitution was rati- | 


| of Representatives, because the 


| then, the 


| the term ** citizen of the United States’ 
| it means the citizen of a single political commu- 


own ciuzens have sworn faith and allegiance to || 


a 


fied by nine States, you could have had no House | 
men elected, in 
order to be qualified, must have been citizens of | 
the United States for seven years. 

There was greater difficulty in this body. No 
one could be a Senator who had not, for nine | 
years, been a citizen of the United States. If, 
ratification of this Constitution made us 
one people, made us citizens of the United States 
and not citizens of the several States, and if, when | 
> is used, 


nity or State, a nation, then this body could not 
have been organized for nine years after the Con- 
stitution had been ratified and became binding 
between the parties to the compact. Will any 
one deny that? I say, then, that in the Constitu- | 
tion the term citizen of the United States meant 
citizen of some particular State. 1 go further. 
Mr. YULEE. Will my friend give way fora 
moment? 1 would suggest, if agreeable to him, 
that we have an adjournment. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I shall be soon through. || 


ae 








adopted yesterday 


If that is true, a ‘citizen of the United || 
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Several Senators. Close in neha morning, 
Mr. WIGFALL. At the suggestion of 
| friends, I give way. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate > pro. 


ceeded to the consideration of executive busines: Ss: 
and after some time spent therein, the doors y 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned, 


m y 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespay, December 12, 1860. 


a House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockroy. 
"y he Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. SCOTT. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to present, at this time, 
the memorial of William Rabé, the secre tary of 


| the Pacific railroad convention, ‘and to move that 


it be referred to the select committee on the con- 


| struction of a Pacific railroad. 


There being no objection, the memorial was 


received, and the motion of reference agreed to. 


THE UNION. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
this morning is the call of the States and Terri. 
tories, under the following resolution, which was 
It will be seen that such 
bills and resolutions as are received will go, as a 
matter of course, to the select committee of thir y- 


| three. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

* Resolved, That, immediately after the reading of the 
Journal to-morrow morning, the States and ‘Territories 
shall be called for bills and resolutions; the bills and reso- 


| Jutions presented under said call to be referred, without 


debate, to the select committee of thirty-three on the Pres 
ident’s message; and no motion to reconsider the order of 


| reference of any of such bills and resolutions shall hereatter 


” 


be in order. 


The following propositions were then received, 
and referred under the rule: 


By Mr. THAYER: 

Resolved, That we, the Representatives of the people of 
the United States, regard it as the duty of every patriot, in 
the preseut crisi% to forget parties and sections, and to 
devote himself honestly and earnestly to the cause of his 
country. 

Resolved, That the same reasons which, in the begin 
ning of our history as an independent nation, impelled ty 
States to friendly and faithful cooperation tor the comnion 
welfare, are in full foree now, and should stimulate every 
section to the fair and faithful discharge of the obligt itions 
to every other section ‘and to the whole Union, without 


| evasion and without reservation. 


Resolved, That it, while living under the shadows of mon- 


| uments which we have erected to commemorate the heroic 
| days of our fathers, we prove ourselves unable to transmit 


to our children the institutions created by the genius and 


| patriotism of the founders of this Republic, we shall de- 


serve to be remembered and denounced as a nation of great 


| monuments and little men. 


Resalved, That any citizens of this Republic who are 
willing to barier the public welfare tor their own aggrand 
izement, and to secure a local popularity by exciting jeal- 
ousy and animosity between the States of this Union, are 
wholly unworthy of the honor or the confidence of any por- 
tion of the American people. 

Resolved, That as the present state of unfriendly feeling 
existing between the different sections of this Confederacy 
has arisen from the government by Congress and the Ex- 
ecutive of our provincial dependencies, and from their 


| usurpation on the rights of American-citizens, we are op- 
| posed to the creation or the acquisition of any more such 


dependencies, as being adverse to the interests of a repub- 
lican Government, and destructive of the rights of our own 


| citizens. 


Resolved, That the rights of an American citizen are 
above the Congress andthe President, and are not derived 
from either, and should be sacred everywhere on Ameri- 
can soil; and that as all “* Governments derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed,”’ territorial gov- 
ernments should not be compelled to “ derive their just 
powers ” from the consent of Congress or the will of the 
President. 

Resolved, That the public lands outside of the State liin- 
its should be open to sale and settlement in districts suitable 
in size and form to make States; and that whenever ey. 
such district may contain a population equal to the ratio ot 
representation, and shall have a constitution republican in 
form, it should be entitled to admission into the Confed- 
eracy. 

Resolved, As “taxation and representation are ins pa 
rable,”’ that the taxes of the people in the land districts lor 
the support of the General Government shouid be remit! d 
to them, and that they should support their own goverh 
ments and defray all their ¢ xpenses. 

Resolved, Tat no more territory should ever be acquit - 
to be owned by the United States, or to be governed | 
Congress; and that the expansion of limits should be pos 
sible only by the annextion by treaty of sovercign States. 

Resolved, That there should be uo congressional legisla 
tion whatever upon the subject of slavery. 

Resolved, That every congressional district in the States 
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nould also be an electoral district, and be entitled every 
fo » years to choose one presidential elector ; and thateach 
maka chould be entitled to choose two presidential electors 
on general ticket. 
r 2ANE: 

by Mr. JOHN COCHRANE: 

\Whereas a conflict of opinion dangerous to the peace 
ermalit the Union has arisen concerning the 
nt and meaning of the Constitution of the United 
in ref{ation to the subject of African slavery : There 
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ed by the Senate and House of Representatives, §c., 
i. thirds of both Houses concurriug,) That the follow 
proposed as amendments to the Constitu 
» United States; which, when ratified by con 

veotions in three fourths of the several States, shall be 
. is parts of said Constitution, viz: 

sur. — In all territory of the United States iying north 
, 3) north latitude, and not included within the lim- 
its of any of the existing States, slavery and involuntary 
eervitude, exceptin punishment of crime, shall be, and are 
hereby, prohibited: Provided, That the said territory, or 
any portion of the same, When admitted as a State, shall 
be received into the Union with or without slavery, as its 
constitution may prescribe at the time of its admission. 

\ar. —. In ail territory of the United States lying south 
of 26° 3 north latitude, not included within the limits of 
any existing State, neither Congress nor any territorial gov 
ernment stall pass any law prohibiting or itupairing the 
establisnment of slavery: Provided always, ‘That the said 
Territory, Or any part of the same, when admitted as a 
State. shall be received into the Union with or without 
slavery, as its constitution may prescribe at the time of 
admission. 

Ant. —. Congress shall pass no Jaw prohibiting or in 
tertering with the trade in slaves between the several 
slaveholding States and Territories. 


\ i 


Anr. —. The migration or importation of slaves into the 
United States or any of the Territories thereot, trom any 
forcign country, is hereby prohibited. 

Arr. —. No person held to service or labor in any State 


orin any Territory of the United States, under the laws 
thereof, escaping into any other State or Territory of the 
United States, sliall, in consequence of any law or reguia- 
tion therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but 
shall be delivered up ou claim of the party to whom such 
service or labor§nay be due. 

Axr. —-. ‘The right of transit through and temporary so- 
journ in the several States and ‘Territories of the United 
States, is hereby guarantied to all the citizens of the several 
States and Territories; and their right to the possession and 
control of their slaves during such transit and sojourn shall 
not be infringed. 

Art. —. No law enacted by Congress for the rendition 
of fugitive slaves shall be in any degree impaired or in 
fringed by anything contained in the laws or constitution 
of auy State or ‘Territory; but ail such State and territorial 
laws and all such provisions in any State or other consti- 
tution shall be wholly null and void. 

By Mr. SICKLES: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a metropolitan postal district tor the delivery of let 
ters and newspapers daily, or oftener, within a circuit of 
uwelve miles around the City Hall, in the city of New York; 
and that said committee be authorized to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


Mr. SPINNER. Is that resolution in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks such a 
resolution would not be in order under this call, 
made under the resolution of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Brancn. 

Mr. SICKLES. I thought the States were 
being called generally for bills and resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. . The call is for a special 
purpose. 

Mr. SICKLES: I hope, as the resolution has 
been read, it will not be objected to. 

Mr. GROW. Let it be referred to the special! 
committee of thirty-three. That is the order. 

The SPEAKER. If objection is made, the 
resolution cannot be received. 

Mr. SICKLES, Objection being made, I with- 
draw the resolution. 


3y Mr. ADRAIN: 


Resolved, 'That the doctrine that Congress should inter- 
vene by Jaw either to prohibit or protect the domestic in- 
stitution of slavery in the Territories of this Government 
should be abandoned by those political parties which hold 
it; and that the doctrine of non-intervention by Congress 
over that subject should be adopted as a basis of compro- 
mise between the North and South; thereby leaving the 
whole question of slavery in the Territories to be determ- 
ined by the people and laws of climate. 

Resolved, That the people of any Territory, on applying 
tor admission as a State into this Union, should be admit- 
ted With such a constitution as a majority of the people 
have adopted, provided it is republican in form, and with- 
out any regard to Whether their constitution permits or pre- 
hibits the domestic ‘institution of slavery. 

Resolved, ‘That all statutes enacted by any of the State 
Legislatures conflicting with, or in violation of, the Con- 
stitution of the United States and the laws of Congress 
made in pursuance thereof, should be repealed. 

Resolved, That the fugitive slave law is constitutional 
and the law of the land, and as such should be respected 
and obeyed; and that no obstacles should be put in the 
Way of its faithful execution by either State Legislatures 
Or the people. 

Resolved, That a kind and fraternal spirit should be man- 
ifested by the people of one State toward those of another, 
aud that the people of each State should be permitted to 


regulate their own internal affairs, without the interference 
and intermeddling of those of other States. 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States was 
the result of a spirit of conciliation and compromise, and 
that the Union of these States can alone be preserved by 
the exercise of the sante spirit which animated the breasts of 
those great patriots and statesmen who gave us that Con 
stitution and hallowed Union. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: 

Resolved, That the committee of thirty-three be in 
structed to review the personal liberty laws of the States, 
to ascertain which of them is in conflict with the Consti 
tution of the United States, and to embody the result of 
such investigation in their report; and that said committee 
be further instructed to inquire it the fugitive slave law is 
not susceptible of amendment, s@ as to effectually prevent 
kidnapping, and to render more certain the ascertainment 
of the actual condition of the fugitives. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Maryland: 

Whereas the good people of the States of this Federal 
Union, from the origin of their colonial existence, have 
been recognized as distinct and separate communities in 
their political actions and forms of Government, and in 
their relations towards each other, as the exigency seemed 
to prompt, have employed various modes of association— 
by a Continental Congress, by Articles of Confederation, 
and last under the present Constitution—with a view of 
forming a more perfect Union, still cautiously providing a 
reservation of all rights not delegated, and retaining their 
respective forms of State government: and whereas these 
various changes and modifications have always been 
effected peaceably and by voluntary consent and agree 
ment: and whereas, in the present juncture of our affairs, 
it is the deliberate and settled opinion of many well-dis 
posed citizens in all of the States, that this last form of 
government, by the action of time and by the force of cir 
cumstances not foreseen by its illustrious framers, and be 
yond the control of human agency, has ceased to answer 
all the its creation aud threatens to become 
destructive of some of the great objeets it was intended to 
accomplish, either through irremediable perversions of its 
powers, or possibly through its legitimate action; and in 
order to check its revolutionary tendencies and provide 
reasonable safeguards for the better security of the just 
exercise of its proper functions, so as to perpetuate the 
high aims designed by its founders, and still continue its 
blessings of constitutional government to each and every 
State in its reserved and Federal relations; and that to 
effectuate this purpose amendments have become neces- 
sary, or, if this be rendered impossible by the antagonistic 
interests that have supervened, that then each State should 
be formally reinvested with all its powers as a distinct and 
independent nationality, and placed in a position, by com 
mon consent, to provide for its own security as fully as if 
no powers had ever been delegated : and whereas we fully 
recognize the great political truth thatthe sovereign people 
ot each State are competcnat to manage their own aflairs, 
to organize, reorganize, or change their form of govern 
ment deliberately and without violence: and whereas a 
convention of all the States is among the modes prescribed 
by the Constitution, (and probably intended to provide for 
cases Where general revision had become necessary,) by 
which amendments may be made, if the present form of 
government is to be continued: and whereas much ap 
prehension prevails among the good people of all the States 


purposes or 


that our whole system, State and F. deral, may prove a | 
failure, and we think without just cause, and a very grave | 


crisis haus been reached in the progress of the Republic, 
requiring the most calm, profound, and deliberate action 


| On the part of all the State and Federal authority, and es- 


pecially of the Representatives of the people in Congress 
assembled: and whereas we have good reason to believe 


| that certain States of the Union are about to withdraw 


from its jurisdittion by all the authentic nodes recognized 
as regular ty State action, alleging for cause repeated and 
persistent violations of the compact of the Union by certain 
other States, and that they are hopeless of preserving the 
inalienable and reserved rights of their people, and main 
taining good and orderly government within their limits 


under the existing system: and whereas it is the part of 
wisdom to ascertain, accurately, the cause of these troubles, | 


and provide, if possible, an adequate remedy and secure a 
continuance ot the blessings of constitutional liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity forever under the present form 
of government: and Whereas scrious doubts dre enter 
tained whether ample and competent provision can be 
made under the existing federation to insure to all the 
States and the people thereof the full measure of their in- 
alienable and constitutional rights; and that the time has 
come When other plans mast be devised to establish jus 
tice, instre domestic tranquillity, and secure the blessings 
of liberty to the people of all the States: and whereas, if 
the latter opinion be really well founded, it is proper that 
an amicable settlement shall be made without unnecessary 
delay, and an equitable adjustment of all matters between 
the States separating from each other, so that each and 
every State and the people thereof may know their precise 
duties and obligations in that event, and no justifiable 
cause of disturbance may take place in the future, as far 


| 4s human foresight can guard against it; and further to 


enable them, as they have lived so long together in the 
bonds of Federal Union, to acquiesce peaceably in the ne- 
cessity that compels them to separate ; and further to pro- 


vide, in case of disagreement in the future, some plan, if 


possible, by which the same may be speedily and fairly 
adjtsted: ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed on the 
President’s messdge inquire, among other things, if any 
measures can be adopted to preserve in their purity the 
constitutional rights of all the States within the Union ; and 
if, in their judgment, this be impracticabie, then further to 
inquire as to the most reasonable and just mode by which 
their rights niay be secured in a state of separation, each 
sovereign State,in that event, being repossessed of its del 
egated authority to the Federal Union, and adjusting the 
relative liabilities of each, with such other measures of fair 


| settlement as may appearto them just; and recommend, 
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also, some plan in that event, by which, in the future, if 


any disputes shall arise, they may be fairly and speedily 
settled. 


By Mr. LEAKE: 

Resolve’, That the Constitution of the United States 
ought to be amended, so as to provide: 1. That Congress shall 
have no power or jurnsdiction over the subject of domesti 
slavery, either in the States, the Territories of the United 
States, orthe District of Columbia, or over the trade in si 
in or between them, except so far as bereinatter pr 
2. That where domestic slavery may exist in any 
or district of the United States, it shall be th 


wvided 


duty of Con 


gress to protect it by adequate and efficient legislation 
That no Territorial Legislature, or other territorial author 
ity, shall have power or jurisdiction over such subjec 1 


That the rights of masters or owners to their slaves, whi! 
sojourning in, or in dransitu through, auy State or ‘Perritor 
of the United States, shall be guarantied and protected ; 
and, 5. That fugitive slaves shali be given up on demand 
of their owners Or masters, and that all such fugitives as 
may be lost by reason of the legislation of any State, or the 
act of its constituted authorities, shall be paid tur by such 
State. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Virginia: 

Resolved, That the committee of thirty-three take into 
consideration the policy of declaring out of the Union every 


member thereof which shall, by her legisiation, aim to 
nullity an act of Congress. 

By Mr. JENKINS: 

Resolved, That the committee of one from each State, 
recently appointed by this House, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the tugitive siave law 
as best to promote the rendition of fugitives under the oper 
ation of the same, the more adequate punishment ot its 
infraction, and the aflording proper compensation to the 
owners of those who are net returned; also, to inquir 
into the propriety of providing, either by constitutional 
amendment or legislative enactment, for the better secur 
ity of the rights of slaveholders in the common Territo 
ries of the United States; also, to inquire what further 
constitutional eheeKs are demanded by a sense of selt 
preservation on the part of slaveholding States against the 
operation of the Federal Government, when about to be 
adininistered by those who have avowedly come into power 
on the ground of hostility to their institutions, and to con 
sider whether this fact does not of itsell so isolate and 
antagonize the slaveholding interest as to make it neces 
sary to its own security that its concurrent voice, sepa 
rately and distinctly given, should be required to sanction 
cach and every operation of the Federal Government; and 
io consider whether a dual Exeeutive, or the division of 
the Senate into two bodies, or the making a majority of 
Senators from both the slaveholding and non-slavelolding 
States necessary to all action on the part of that body, or 
the creation of another advisory body or council, or what 
other amendinents to the Federal Constitution would best 
promote that result, and to report thereon, 


Mr. BARKSDALE (when the State of Missis- 
sippi was called) said: | desire to say that if | had 
been in my seat I should have voted agaist the 
resolution creating this committee. 

By Mr. COX: 

Whereas one of the chief complaints on the part of the 
slaveholding States of this Confederacy is the refusal, neg 
lect, and failure of certain Executives of northern States 
to deliver up fugitives from justice, indicted for treason, 
murder, and slave stealing, in said slave States: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of thirty-three, for the es 
tablishment of comity between the States, be required to 
consider what, if any, further legislation is necessary to 
carry out the second clause of the second section of article 
four of the Constitution of the United States, for the de 
livery of fugitives who shall flee from justice in one Stat 
and be found in another State, on demand of the executive 
authority of the State from which such fugitive shall have 
fled; and that such inquiry be made with special aiin to 
punish all judges, attorneys general, Executives, and other 
State officers who shall obstruct the execution of such 
clause of the Constitution, cither in respect to the delivery 
of felons who may be indicted for treason or murder, or 
attempted slave insurrections, or indicted for slave stealing. 

sy Mr. HUTCHINS: 

Resolved, That the select committee of thirty-three, to 
which is referred so mach of the President’s message 44 
relates to the state of the Union and the slavegy question, 
be requested to report, first, what legislation, it any, is 
necessary to give full effeet to section two of article four 
of the Constitution of the United States, which provides 
that ‘* the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the 
privileges and immunities of the citizens in the several 
States ;’’ and, second, what legislation, if any, is necessary 
to secure to all the people, whether residing or traveling in 
any of the States, the fuil benefits of article four of amend 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, which reads 
as follows: “The right of the peopfe to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no war 
rant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oat: 
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched and the persons or things to be seized.” 


By Mr. SHERMAN: 


Resolved, That the only true and effectual! remedy for the 
dissensions that now exist between the several States and 
the people thereof, is in the faithful observance, by the 
several States and the people thereof, of all the compro 
mises of the Constitution and of the laws made in pursu- 
ance thereof. 

Resolved, That the special committee of thirty-three be 
instructed to inquire whether any State, or thie people 
thereof, have failed to obey and enforce the obligations im- 
posed by the Constitution; and if so, the remedy thereot, 








: 





and whether any further legislation is required to secure 
such entorcement. 

Resolved, That to aveid all further controversies in re 
gard to the several Territories of the United States, said 
committee divide said Territories into States of convenient 
size, witha view to their proupt admission into the Union 
ou an equal footing with the other States. 


By Mr. BINGHAM: 


Resolved, That the special committee of thirty-three re 
port to the House such additional legislation as they may 
deem necessary to suppress and put down armed rebellion 
against the laws and authority of the United States, to pro 
tect the property thereot against unlawful seizure, and the 
citizens thereof against unlawful violence. 


3y Mr. MALLORY: 


Resolved, ‘That the special committee of thirty-three be 


instructed to report amendments to the Constitution of the | 


United States, so that in all the ‘Territories of the United 
States north of the linc of 36° 30’ north latitude, slavery or 
involuntary servitude, exeept for crime, be prohibited; 
that in all territory 
African slavery, as itexists at this time in the slave States 
of this Union, may exist, and shall be protected by the 
Government of tae United States. That when any Terri- 


to at least one Representative in Congress, and not until 
then, itshall be authorized to form a State government, 
and, provided its form of government be republican, be 
admitted into the Union on a perfeet equality with the sev 
eral States, with or without slavery, as its constitution may 
provide; Uiat Congress shall be prohibited from abolish 
ing or interfering with the inter-state slave trade; from 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia, in the arse 
nals and dock-yards of the United States, and wherever it 
may have the power of exclusive legislation. 


By Mr. STEVENSON: 
Resolved, That the committee of thirty-three be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 


1} 


' 


| rights of any State, or the common and reciprocal rights of | 


the several States. 
3. Resolved, That the select committee of thirty-three 


| 


on the state of the Union be instructed to inquire whether | 


the acts of Congress now iu force are sufficient, in view of || 


| the present condition of public affairs, to protect the rights | 
of the several States against attempts which have been | 


outh of that line, the institution of | - . . 
| ous matters referred to the committee of thirty- 


fugitive slave law, by declaring it a felony to resist the | 


otheers of the United States in its execution, or to at 
tempt to rescue a fugitive who shall be in the custedy of 


an officer of the United States, under the provisions of said | 


act. 
By Mr. ENGLISH: 


Resolwed, That for the purpose of doing justice, and se- 


curing peace and prosperity, the committee of thirty-three | 


be iastructed to inguire into the expediency of providing 
for the settlement ot the present unfortunate and dangereus 
sectional controver’y upon the following basis: 1. The 
‘Territories of the United States to be equitably divided be 
tween the slaveholding and non-slaveholding sections, 
slavery to be prohibited in that portion set apart for the 
non-slaveholding, and to be recognized in that portion set 
apart for the slaveholding section, the status of each upon 
the subject of slavery to remain unchanged during the ter 
ritoriai condition; but when the population in any portion 
of the territory set apart to either section shall equal or 
exceed the ratio required fora Representative in Congress, 
and the people shall have formed and ratified a constitution, 
and asked admission into the Union as a State, such State 
shall be admitted with or without slavery, as such consti 
tution may preseribe, 2. The rights of property in slaves 
in the slaveholding States, and in the portion of the terri 
tories set apart for the slaveholding section, shall not be 
destroyed or impaired by legislation in Congress, in the 
‘Territories or in the non-slaveholding States ; and when 
ever a fugitive slave shall be rescued from his master, or 


from the proper United States officers, by reason of mob | 


violence or State legisiation in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion or laws of the 
shall, in like manner, be rescued from his master while in 
trensitu threigh any non-slaveholding State, the city, coun- 
ty, or township in which such rescue is made shall be 
liable to the master in double the value of the slave, recov- 
erable in the United States courts. 


3y Mr. KILGORE: 
Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred that 
part of the President’s message which relates to the pres- 


United States, or whenever a slave | 


ent distracted condition of the country, be requested to | 


inquire into the expediency of so amending the law upon 


the subject of fugitives from labor, as to provide: 1. That 


the right of trial by jury shall be allowed in all cases where 
the alleged fugitive claims to be free, if demanded. 2. That 


an appeal, or writ of error, be allowed to either party upon | 


just and reasonable terms. 
citizens of any free or non-slaveholding State shall aid or 
assistany fugitive in escaping, or where they shall forci- 


bly preven the claimant or any officer from arresting any | 


fugitive, or shall forcibly rescue any fugitive from the cus- 
tody of a claimant or any ofticer, either before or after trial, 
full payment shall be made by the United States to the per- 
£0n Or persons to whom the fugitive owes service. 4. That 
any person or persons who shail forcibly hinder the arrest 
of any such fugitive, or shall forcibly rescue any such fugi- 
tive, shall be criminally prosecuted ; and such other amend- 
ments made as may be thought necessary to give public sat- 
fFlaction, without destroying the efficiency of such law, or 
ff the least impairing the constitutional rights of any of our 
eitizens or inhabitants of the United States. 


By Mr. HOLMAN: 


1. Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States, 


by whieh the several States of the Union are organized | 


into one Government, is a compact founded upon good 
faith between the States, of mutual and permanent obliga- 
tion; and the right of a State to secede from the compact, 
and to resume the powers surrendered in its adoption, is 
wholly unwarranted by the letter and spirit of its provis- 
ions. 

2. Resolved, That the mutual and common interest of the 
several States, in the obligations of the Constitution, ren- 
ders it the imperative duty of the Federal Government to 
enforee, in good faith and with temperate firmness, the 
laws enacted in pursuance of its authority in all cases 


3. That in all cases where the | 


| 


tory shall have attained a population sufficient to entitle it | ferred to that committee. 


made, and which may hereafter be made. by any State or || 


States to nullify the laws necessary to the existence of the | 


Confederacy, and to carry out the provisions of the Con 

stitution; and if the laws now in force are insufficient, it 
shall be the duty of said committeé to report the necessary 
bill or bills to provide for the emergency. 


| | 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I do 


not rise for the purpose of introducing any bill 
or resolution, but simply for the purpose of pre- 
senting the memorial of Colonel Daniel Sigler, a 
very respectable and intelligent gentleman resid- 
ing in my district, who makes very many good 
and valuable suggestions with respect to the vari- 
three. I desire that it shall be received, and re- 
[Cries of ** Read it!’’] 
It is couched in respectful language. If it be the 
desire of the House that it shall be read, I cer- 
tainly will make no objection. 

Mr. BRANCH. As the memorial is the ex- 
pression of the opinions of only a single individ- 


ual, | hope that its reading will not be insisted on. | 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I certainly 
will not agree to its reference, unless I know what 


| it is. 


The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
memorial cannot be received. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Why? 

The SPEAKER. Because it does not come 
within the provision of the resolution under which 
the House is now acting. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I do not 
make any objection, if the memorial be read. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
the memorial will be read. 

There was no objection, and the memorial was 
read, as follows: 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United 
States of Imerica in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned respectfully prays your honorable body 
to pass a law incorporating therein the following provis- 
ions, to wit: ; 

1. Inapreamble annexed to said bill, settle by implication 
the question of slavery, in reference to the relation exist- 
ing between master and slave by law, and where it may 
be and where it may not be; and that the same be forever 
excluded from congressional legislatton. 

2. Make itacrime, with heavy penalties annexed there- 
to, in accordance with the latter clause, second section, 


| third article of the Constitution, for any person or persons 


to molest, destroy, steal, convey away, injure, or endan- 


| ger, by any interference, the property of another in any 


‘Territory of the United States, be that property of any kind 
sanctioned by the laws of any State from which the owner 
of such property may have emigrated. 

3. Fix a penalty punishing all persons who voluntarily, 
or under cover of any lawin any State, including all who 


| may claim to act in authority by the laws of such State, 
| for attempting in any way or manner to abridge the free- 
|| dom of speech or of the press, defining in the same what 
| would be an abuse of that privilege. 


4. Fix a heavy penalty on any person or persons, in any 
State, who may, in any manner or form, either voluntarily 
or under cover ot law, in any State sanctioning the same, 


retard, intercept, hinder, or oppose, in any way or manner, | 


the faithful execution of the fugitive slave law. 
5. Enjoin on all Government officers of the United States, 


| including the President, to see that the foregoing be faith- 
| fully executed. 


6. It seems to us, if such a law could be passed, that 
there could be no complaint with the people in any State 
or Territory in this Union. The people of Massachusctts, 


| who are conscientious in the promotion of morals, could 


go to South Carolina, and teach the slave to be obedient to 
his master, and the master to do his duty to his slave ; and 
the South Caroliftian could go in peace to Massachusetts, 
and reclaim his slave that the Yankee had piously stolen. 
The people of Georgia would then be allowed to emigrate 
into any Territory with any property they saw fit to take 
with them, sanctioned or recognized by the statute of 
Georgia. The question of slavery itself would be taken out 
of Congress, which contingency of itself would restore 
peace and harmony to the Union. Cannot South Carolina 
and Massachusetts both meet on this platform? The under- 
signed prays that no steps be taken to alter or amend our 
present Constitution, for this isa dangerous time to try such 
an experiment, as several States, both North and South, are 
in a state of revolution; for we do not hesitate to say that 
any State in this Union, through her sovereign Legislature, 
who have enacted laws which, if carried out, destroys our 
national obligations, which, under constitutional guaran- 


| tees, each State in the Union owes to the other, is in the 
| height of revolution, and disloyal to the Union of States 


while those statutes remain on the statute-books, Cannot 
our American Congress meet on this plan or one similar 
thereto, and settle the pending difficulties ; or shall we suffer 
our glorious Union to be torn asunder by divisions, hatred, 
and bloodshed? If it must be so, let that day be cursed, let it 
be struck from the computation of time, lost to the pen of 
the historian, not to be transmitted to the generations to 
come, that dates that awful catastrophe, when the arms of 


where their infringement would impair the constitutional || our American chivalry were brought to act upon itself. 
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| of second section, third article. 















December 12. 
Caused by what? Asimple abstraction, an imagina 
tingency, that some years hence, and a thousand miles fron 
the inhabited portion of our Republic, an African slave 
might be taken into some Territory as feared by one of 1, 
beliigereiit parties, or that he might be excluded ther, vee 
by the antagonistical party. Cannot this siinple que tion 
be adjusted by American statesmen ? ee 
If to divide is our fate; if, as a nation, with all our cor 
mercial, political, and social advantages, we are to be aoe 
ered and scattered to the four winds by the ravages of y “ 
on so simple an issue, the God of the universe oye) 4 
visit us in vengeance, and serve us as he did-the fal} nan 
gels who kept not their first estate—reserve us in chains , "i 
darkness into bondage forever, For the passage of such . 
law your petitioner will ever pray. 


TY con- 


DANIEL SIGLER. 
JEFFERSONVILLE, December 7, 1860. 
Constitutional guarantees for the foregoing. 


See tenth section of the amended Constitution, reserying 
the right to the people to settle slavery, and not delegay.) 


| to United States to do so; also, first section of the cam 


granting freedom of speech and of the press. Latter ¢} ae 
Congress to place court: 
out of a State to punish crime. Fourth article on reclaim jy. 
fugitives from labor. Also, the clause enjoining on tq), 
President to see the laws faithfully executed; and tha: 
which enjoins on all officers of the United States to tak, 
an oath to support the Constitution. Hence no officer shoy\q 
suffer it to be violated, if he can prevent it. 


Mr. NIBLACK. One of the resolutions of. 
fered by my colleague (Mr. Eneéuisn] anticipates 
some portion of the resolution which I had pre- 
pared; but as it does not meet fully all the points 
covered by my resolution, I will send up the one 
I had prepared. ; 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That the select committee to which has been 
referred so much of the President’s inessage as relates to thy 
perilous condition of the country be instructed to inquir 
whether it be competent for Congress to provide by law for 
the payment of the value of fugitive siaves rescued by {ores 
or violence by the counties, cities, or municipal districts iy 
which such fugitive slaves should be so rescued ; and if it 
be found that Congress poersesses the power so to enact, 
then that said committee inquire into the expediency of 
thus providing by law, and report by bill or otherwise. 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: 

Resolved, Thatthe committee of thirty-three be instructed 
to inquire and report whether Congress has constitutional 
powerto make the people of any particular State, or muni 
cipal corporation therein, liable to indemnify any owner of 
any slave escaping into such State and who has been r:s- 
cued from rightful custody by force or otherwise ; and a\:o, 
whether it is expedient to establish a special Federal poli: 
for the purpose of executing the Jaws of the United State:, 
and promptly suppressing any unlawful resistance therco! ; 
and also, whether any further legislation is requisite to 
secure a prompt, certain, andtull enforcement of the guar 
antees of the Constitution, or whether an amenduent of 
the Constitution is necessary for that purpose. 


By Mr. NOELL: 


Whereas there now exists,on the part of the people of 
the southern States of this Union, a well-founded appre 
hension that they no longer hold the power iu the Federal 
Government necessary to secure their peace and thie safety 
of their property against the aggressions of the Federal Goy 
ernment, should it become the will of the people of thr 
northern States to assail them through the Federal Admi 
istration or by hostile legislation; and whereas securit 
and peace, held by one section at the mere will of an 
other, cannot be safely relied on; and whereas tlic great 
material interests of the country, in every section, are in 
volved in the safety of the Union and the perpetuity of the 
Constitution on such terms as will give to every section the 
means of protection against the aggressions of other sec- 
tions: Therefore, 

Be it resolted, That the select committee of thirty-three 
be instructed to take into consideration the propricty and 
necessity of abolishing, by amendments to the Constitu- 
tion, the office of President of the United States, and of 
establishing, in lieu thereof, an executive council, to con 
sist of three members to be elected by districts composed 
of contiguous States as near as practicable ; each member 
of said council to be armed with a veto power, sucli as 1s 
now vested in the President of the United States; and il 
such plan be deemed practicable by said committee, that 
they report to this House such details thereof as may be 
necessary to accommodate the same to the existing Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Be it further resolved, That said committee be also re- 
quested to take into consideration the means necessaly (!! 
any can be devised) to restore the equili*rium between te 
free and the slave States in the Senate of the United States; 
and particularly whether this end can be accomplished by 
a voluntary division on the part of some of the slave States 
into two or more States. 


By Mr. HINDMAN: « 


Resolved, That amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States ought to be made as follows, to wit: |. An 
express recognition of the right of property in slaves in the 
States where it now exists or may hereafter exist, and a” 
express denial to the Federal Government of all right or 
power to prohibit or restrict the trade in slaves between 
the States. 2. An express requirement that the Federal 
Government shall protect the right of property im slaves!" 
the District of Columbia, in all Territories of the United 
States while the territorial condition exists, and whereye 
else the Federal jurisdiction extends. 3. A provision that 
every Territory authorized by act of Congress to ho! la 
convention, and whose convention shall adopt a consute 
tion republican in form, shall be admitted into the Union 
as a State, with or without slavery, as its constitution may 
prescribe. 4. A provision that citizens of any State or 








bil 
of 
Ge 
thi 
wl 
to | 
the 
the 
off 
Oot 
2u 
an 
int 





; eon Congress, an abselute negative upon allaction | © h; and that is totally inadequate to ¢ ompen- Lam as much oppose das any gentleman here to 
i ot ¢ jugress relating to the subject of slavery. 7. A pro aate these officers at the consolidated land offices. creating new offices or raising salaries; but I 
vision ior the appoiutinent, by State authority, of all Fed- | ‘This bill authorizes them to employ clerks, and || think that * the laborer is worthy of his bire.”’ 
era! officers exercising their functions within the limits provide s that the clerk hire shall be paid by the I think that in all cases where justice and equity 
o? the States. 8. A provision that all the above amend »ersons makine application for service: so that the || and good corscience re re ada mink ciqumaann 
ments, together with the existing provisions for slave rep- pe rsons Making application for ser ice; SK rat hig and good corscience require ac ie tuonal compen- 
resentation upon the three-fifths basis, shall forever be irre- | Government does not pay any of it. At provides || sation to be allowed to public officers of the coun- 
1g pealable and unamendable. further, that the compensation of register and re- |) try, this House ought toand will allow it. 

, By Mr. LARRABEE: ct - rat ee a d offices shall not ¢ xeer d, Mr. prea of Missouri. Will the gentle- 
: Whereas conflicting constructions of various clauses in |, W2der this bill, $3,000 per annum each. If the |) man from udiana allow me to say a word, 

t the Federal Constitution have from time to time prevailed, || fees exceed that amount, the surplus is to be paid Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Certainly. 

4 some of the States claiming and others denying certain | into the Treasury. I do not suppose, however, | Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Before the bil! 
oe powers of Government to Congress; and whereas itisour | that they will exceed that sum. ‘That provision || was reported to the House, it was submitted to 
: duty, in times of grave civi! disorder, to resort to the rein : sens teen Sli tomainnns Raiva.. Butter the ; the Secretary of the Interior end the C ca 
; edies provided within the Constitution ; and whereas it is applies to the present ofiice rs. xut for the pur- || thes ecretary o the Interior one to the Commis- 
id of the last importance that, in the event of a finaldisagree- | pose of compensating the officers who have gone || sioner of the General Land Office. They exam 

ment between the several members of the Confederacy, | out of office, there is a provision in the last sec- || ined it, and wrote to the Committee on Publi 

i = — ee ees their future relations | tion of the bill making it discretionary with the |; Lands that the provisions of the bill not only met 

be ascertained : srefore, . 7 ; ’ | . . . 

. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in | Secretary of the Interior to allow them a reason- |) with their approbation, but that they consitered 
Congress assembled, ‘That, in pursuance of article five of | able compensation for their services, to be paid | it absolutely necessary for the proper discharge 
ts the ae it is par ripenecass to ~~ a States out of the contingent fund of these offices. of the public business. In the State of Missouri, 
ne that they shail, through their respective Legislatures, re- is weeeary for e ale ti > F a. none, the Smee a . ate ; ' 

quest Congress to call a convention of the States for pro- [t is unnece ——? for me to tale “— the are of the re are six land offices consolidat d into a , 
posing amendments to the Constitution, to the end that the the House in further explanation of the objects || The area covered by this conse lidated land office 
people of the several States may thus be enabled to confer |, of this bill. includes nearly half the entire State, and itis im- 
en together in the manage powrided in the senbtmennet the | Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I desire toask the |) possible for any one man to conductall the busi 
hh Government, and adopt such measures as,in their wisdom, | gantlopyan - ake ee ee ee oh sient ated tlie A als ld thie |, 

. nay be proper to promote the common welfare of the || S¢tleman a question, which Id sire to have an || ness of that office as consolidated. There are 
f oe | swered for the information of the House. The || books, records, and documents in his possession, 
r Tm... CDBPAI uestion is: whether there isany provision in this |) relating to the titles to nearly half the lands in the 

; he SPEAKER. The order, under the reso- | 1! . Se ee ee ° ony - ' 
‘in ; : : ; bill providing for compensation of registers and || State; and there are daily and almost hourly ap- 
fit Jution of the gentleman from North Carolina, | See ; a ; coed ) ; ae 

: ) || receivers now in office for their past services since |, plications involving an amount of labor and re- 
ict, [Mr. Brancy,] having now been executed, the | . : ea ea ; is ‘ 
of Fi .. || the offices were consolidated ? search which no one mancan perform. Iknow, 

next business in order will be to call the commit- taro iaeet he: m. fiz . as ; 
: : ° ° Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I think not. The || from personal observation, the amount of busi- 
tees for reports; and the first thing in order in -s 2 as ial : See 
- 5 ‘ ; . | only provision on that subject is that which makes || ness to be transacted at this office is very large. 
that class of business is a bill pending at the last |) -)).- . . 5 . ; . . a es . “38 
ted . aie . itthe duty of the Secretary of the Interior to allow || From the frequent applications for additional as- 

, session, reported from the Committee on Public |) | Reve a tees wee Cea lt ; | satiated 1 offic 
nal Lands |) reasonable compensation to registersand receivers |, sistance at this and other consolidated land offices, 
mi ete who have already gone out of office. If the gen- |) the Commissioner of the General Land Office sent 
EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE SERVICE. tleman from Missouridesiresto propose anamend- |; out one of his clerks to make examinauon into 
| Mr. BONHAM. Mr. Speaker, if it be not out || ment of that kind, d have no objection that it the facts, who, from his personal observation, 
of order, before that bill is taken up, I ask leave |, Should be made; for [ think myself thatitis right |, adds his testimony to thatalready received, of the 
Me to say that I have received notice this morning | 82d proper that such compensation should be || necessity there is for further provision to be made 

0 from the chairman of the Committee on Military | allowed. If the gentleman wish to propose such |, to transact the business of these offices. 
uar- Affairs to mect that committee on Friday next. |) 4M amendment, | will yield for that purpose. That || — But this bill does not, in my judgment, go as 
tof As I do not expect to remain long a member of | View of the question did not occur to the commit- || far as justice to these officers requires; and if that 

Congress, I feel it due that I should resign the || tee when they agreed to report the bill. ‘The | course meets the approbation of the gentleman 
place I hold on that committee, so that the gentle- | original bill was draughted by the Commissioner | from Indiana, I will move that it be recommitted 
a man who may be appointed to succeed me may | Of the General Land Office, and was acted on by || to the Committee on Public Lands, to give them 
ei enter upon the duties of the committee at once. the committee by adding the provision inthe last | an opportunity of perfecting its provisions. I 
fot In doing so, sir, | ask leave only to say that I |) Section. || think that these officers of the consolidated land 
: ° . : @ ‘ ) Tr ° . . * . . 
GOV do not adopt this course through any dissatisfac- | | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should |) offices, who have within the last year been com- 
| “ tion with my colleagues upon that committee; || like to have the bill again read. pelled to employ assistance in the discharge of 
mi : . 7 : — om orehe ; ; > ; 
a and that I shall ever cherish, however wide apart || The bill was again read. 1) their duties, ought to be reimbursed for the ex- 
"an we may be, a lively recollection of the urbanity | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It would | penses they have actually incurred. I understand 
reat and courtesy which have uniformly characterized || Seem to me, from the reading of this bill, that it | the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MeCiernanp] 
- their deportment in the discharge of the arduous | Proposes not only the creation of a new office, || has prepared an amendment which covers the 
ft the ; Z -_* - . ° - + * s . ™ 
cae uties which we have o verfor ‘ b sut the raising of the salaries of other officers. 1 || additional provision which I have suggested. If 
nthe ities Which we have had to perform. I ask to be g eg 
pn excused from further service on the committee. am opposed to the whole of it, from the begin- || such be the fact, I hope he will be permitted to 
The question was taken; and Mr. Bonuam was | "ing to the end. I think that a salary of $500 to || offer it. 
~ , excused. the receivers and registers at these consolidated I say, in response to the other gentleman from 
y ane ” ‘ . . foe - oS 
oie The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Mr. land offices, is quite enough for the work they | Illinois, [Mr. Wasnusvurne,] that you cannot ob- 
nd of Hvaues to fill the vacancy occasioned inthe Com- |, perform, and that no clerk hire is necessary. | tain the services of competent men to discharge 
’ “9° oe. r 7 . . 
con mittee on Military Affairs. rhere are plenty of men who would be willing to || the duties now devolved upon the registers and 
posed discharge all these duties for that salary; and the | receivers of these consolidated land offices for 
mbet 79 5 = 23 ‘ 4 “e ACE ‘ BAL Salary; ¢ rr s : i é : 
as is CONSOLIDATED LAND OFFICES. | great trouble will be in discriminating between || the salary now allowed by law. I have in my 
nd if The House then proceeded to the consideration | applicants desiring these offices. I think this | possession a letter fram the register of the con- 
_ *ofa bill, reported from the Committee on Public || whole legislation entirely unnecessary. I think | solidated land office at Boonville, Missouri, in 
Pon Lands, making further provision in relation to | thatall the duties of these offices can be performed |; which he states that it is impossible for the regis- 
consolidated land offices. || by men who will be glad to get the offices at the | ter and receiver of that land office to discharge 
so re The bill was read. present salary. We have officers enough, and | the duties of the office, and that, unless additional 
me _ The question being on the engrossment and | the salaries are high enough. Hence, I am op- || assistance be furnished them, they cannot con- 
os third reading of the bill posed to the bill. : tinue to hold their offices; and you cannot obtain 
red by Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to make a Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to say a |, competent mento fill the offices under the present 
States brief statement in explanation of the objects of | word in reply to the gentleman from Illinois. In || provisions of law. ~ 
\ . ¢ ° af" ° . . . Y + ° 
this bill, and [ presume that when [ have made | the first place, he is mistaken about this bill cre- || Mr. McCLERNAND. Having made some 
it, there will be no objection to the passage of the || ating new offices. investigation into the facts involved in the matter 
of the bill. It has been recommended by the Secretary | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It permits || under consideration, I am satisfied that the bill, 
lL. - of the Interior and by the Commissioner of the || the em sloyment of clerks for these land offices. || in the main, is right; but I think its provisions 
aa General Land Office. The object of the bill is || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. It only authorizes || ought to be extended, so as to embrace the cases 
eht of this: in all the land offices of the United States || the register and recorder to employ additional || of expenses actually incurred by these officers for 
tween where the public lands have been reduced by sale | clerks; and it provides for the payment of fees || clerical services and for room-rent, in all cases 
ederal to less than one hundred thousand acres, itis made || by persons requiring service to be rendered. The | where a number of land offices have been consol- 
ni { the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to close || gentleman from Illinois thinks that this is unne- } idated into one. 
eres tiem, and to remove the records to some other | cessary,and that these officersget sufficient salary { will say that, in Hlinois, under our land laws, 
a oe I hat process has gone on in.the western land || already. In that he differs with the Secretary of || all the land offices in the State have been consol- 
ld a ati . : : . ae a ~" ; : , ; 
ae States until all the offices in many of the western | the Interior and with the Commissioner of the || idated into one, which is located at the seat of 
nsutt i . ‘ * ‘ : . ° me ‘ 
Union “und States, especially so in my State, in Illinois, || General Land Office, who ought at least to know |, government, imposing upon the register and re- 
on may and perhaps in Missouri, have been consolidated | the burdens thrown on these officers. ceiver of that office such an amount of additional 
tate OF 
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orritory. Who may be the owners of slaves, shall be per 
" ted to hold their slave property while passing: through 

a nporarily residing within the jurisdiction of States 
constitutions do not recognize the iustitution of 

5. A provision that any State whose Legislature 
reted, or may hereafter enact, laws defeating orim 
# the right of the master to have his escaped slave 
ed up to him. according to the provisious of the 
yeitive slave law of 1859, shall not be entitied to repre- 
-ontation iu either House of Congress until the repeal ot 
ving statutes. 6. Such further provisions as 








such mull : , , 
-ecure to the siaveholding States, through their repre 





poses on the register and receiver at the consoli- 
daied land office immense additional labor, for 
which there is no compensation provided. This 
labor consists of the examination of records, the 
delivery of patents, the making copies of papers 
and records, and a thousand other things that 
make it nece ssary for these officers to employ ad- 
ditional clerks. ‘Their present salary is only $500 


the other offices have been removed. This im- | 
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the additional labor imposed on these officers. 
We had in Indiana ten land offices. All of them, 
except one, have been discontinued; and the 
records of those nine offices have been deposited 
in the one consolidated-office at the seat of gov 
ernment. This renders an immense amount of 





scripts of documents, and itis impossible to have 
the work done at the compensation now allowed. 


into one land office, to which the reeords of all || I will give my own State as an illustration of || labor and research, that hegpare been compelled 
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to incur the expense of additional clerical services 
and additional room-rentattheirowncost. I have 
here a statement of the accounts of the regigter 
and receiver at Springfield, in which they state 
that they have incurred necessarily considerable 
expénses to enable them to discharge the duties 
of the offices to which they have been appointed. 
‘These accounts have be« n present d to the proper 
oflicers of the Interior Department, who acknow! 
edged the justice and « quity of the claims, but 
failed to pay them, because of the want of power 
under any existing law. ‘The Secretary of the 
Interior, however, as has been stated by the ren- 
teman from Indiana, recommended that an ap- 
propriation be made to provide for payment in 
Buch cases, 

| now propose an amendment to come in in 
the third section of the bill, which I will ask the 
Cierk to read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, Tat the provisions of 


this act be, and they are hereby, extended to all other con 
solidated land offices. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I move to amend that 
section by adding as follows: 

Provided, That this act shall be construed to extend to 
and provide tor expenses heretolore incurred by any reg 
ister or receiver of such consolidated land office for addi 
tional clerical aid and oflice or room-rent: dnd provided 
Jurther, That the amount of such expenses or indemnity 
shall be approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask, in connec- 
tion with the remarks of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, that a letter from the register of the office at 
Boonville, Missouri, in reference to the necessary 
expenditure s of this office, may be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Boonvitte, Missourt, October 17, 1869. 

Sin: ln compliance with your circular of 16th ot August 
last, | herewith transmit a statement of the amount of 
money paid by me for clerical services as contemplated by 
the law of loth August, 1656 ; also, vouchers for the amount 
so paid. 

The 1lth of April, 1859, to which time the account goes 
back, Was the commencement of my oflicial term. ‘The 
Plattsburg and Milan offices were closed the 3lst of the 


March previous, and reached here about the 10th of April, | 


from which time there was a demand tor extraordinary cler 
ical services in behalf of the register, not contemplated by 
the law of 1818. 

‘The files of those offices were received in whole or in 
part, in the most inexplicable confusion. The Plattsburg 
preemption proof and declaratory statements, numbering 


some cighteen thousand, were thrown together without re- | 
gard to month or even year. None of the letter-files in any | 


of the offices, except Palinyra, were put up in order ot date ; 
and the Milan files were not even briefed and dated. ‘The 
Fayette, Milan, and Plattsburg patent-files were in such a 


condition that | was under the necessity of renumbering | 
and refiling the whole of them. In the Plattsburg office, tor 

instance, about one hal? of the warrant patents under act | 
1850 had been incorporated with those under act of 1890. | 


he Milan cash applications were all thrown into a box, 
without regard to date or number; so with preémption 
papers. The Fayette office records were unposted for over 
a year. In addition to the labor of attending to and prop 
erly arranging all these patents and papers, the unprece- 
dented number of mistakes and conflicts of the Plattsburg 
othce were precipitated upon me. Receiving trom your 
office as high as twenty-three letters some days, and some 
letters having nearly one hundred conflicts each, in which 
I had to compare and report upon ; and, added to this, was 
an unprecedented individual correspondence. The great 
rush for lands in Missouri, two years previous, and the un- 
easiness manifested by holders of Plattsburg certificates to 
know the condition of their lands, or obtain their patents, 
has imposed on me a labor | am sure you will hardly ap 
preciate. And in addition to all of this, the extent of this 
district, the number of patents here must necessarily bring 
a large number of persons daily to the office, often consum- 
ing the whole of office hours proper, and leaving the cor- 
respondence to be attended to at night. My compensation 
for this period of time will vary but little from $1,000. De 


duct from this the amount paid clerks, and 1 have left | 
$230 for my services, not to mention the expense for fuel | 


and board. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
li. L.. BROWN, Register. 
Commissioner Generat Lanp Orrice, Washington city. 


Mr. DAVIS, ef Indiana. As I intend to call 


for the previous question on the adoption of the | 


amendment, | will say, before doing so, that l 
have in my possession letters from the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Commissioner of the Gen- 


eral Land Office, in favor of the passage of this | 


bill. I now call for the previous question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main quesuon was ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the amendment was adopted; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The bill, as amegged, was then ordered to be | 


ti : l 
engrossed and read a third time; and, being en- 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. ALDRICH. Is it too late to offer an | 


amendment? 


The SPEAKER. Itis. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, demanded the pre- | 


vious question on the passage of the bill. 
‘The call for the previous question was seconded, 


and the main question was ordered; and under the | 


operation thereof the bili was passed. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to recon- | 


sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| 


upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
SALT SPRINGS IN OREGON, 
Mr. THAYER. Iam instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands to report back Senate bill 


No. 82, to amend the fourth section of the act for | 
the admission of Oregon into the Union, so asto | 


extend the time for selecting salt springs and con- 
tiguous lands in Oregon, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


The bill was read in extenso. It extends the | 
time for the selection of salt springs and contig- | 


uous lands, according to the provisions of the 
fourth section of the act entitled ‘* An act for the 
admission of Oregon,” approved February 14, 
1859, to any time within three years from the 
passage of this act. 

Mr. THAYER demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The call forthe previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered; and under 
the operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be 


read a third time; and it was accordingly read the | 
| third time. 


The bill was then passed. 

Mr. THAYER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DAKOTA. 


Mr. THAYER; from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back House bill Nq. 611, to con- 
stitute the Dakota land district, and to provide 


tion that it do pass; and demanded the previous 
question on its engrossment and third reading. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman cannot seriously expect this House to 
act upon a bill of the importance of the one he 
has just reported, under the operation of the pre- 
vious question. It ought to go, at least, to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. THAYER. The bill provides for the sur- 
vey of the public lands in Dakota, or in so much 
of the former Territory of Minnesota as was not 
admitted as part of the State. The people of 
Dakota have their government already formed, 
and the bill only provides for the admission of a 
Delegate from that government to sit here, as do 
the Delegates from other Territories, and at the 
same rate of compensation, Those, sir, are the 
main provisions of the bill, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. We of this side of 
the House, who are suddenly called upon to vote 
on this important proposition, cannot hear a word 
of the gentleman’s explanation. I hope he will 
speak louder, or come nearer to us. 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. Speaker, the bill is a 
very plain one. It contemplates the survey and 
sale of the public lands in Debora: It does not 
propose to organize any government for the peo- 
ple of Dakota, for they have already organized 
one for themselves. It provides for the admis- 
sion of a Delegate from that government toa seat 
in this House of Representatives. The provis- 
ions for the survey and sale of the public lands 
are the same as heve been adopted by Congress 
in former like cases. There is nothifig new in 
those provisions. The bill only gives the people 
a chance to purchase and secure as homesteads, 
the tracts of land which they now occupy. 

Mr. COX. Lask the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, whether this is not the same bill that 
was reported at the last session? 

Mr. THAYER. Itis the same bill; and it was 
not only reported but it was discussed at the last 





| ant upon it, when we now have a surveyor ep) 





| tice would recognize any rights accruing or arising 
under a voluntary association of the people, like 
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session. I now renew the demand fo 
vious question, 

Mr. GROW. I hope the demand for th, 
vious question will not be sustained. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. J think that op 
meusure of the magnitude of the one before , _ 
the previous question ought not to be sustain 7 
If the bill is to be pressed through in this } sty 
manner, | must demand the yeas and nays o, 
ordering the main question, : 

The call for the previous question was yo 
seconded. r 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker, this bill Proposes 
the creation of a new officer, to be called the sy. 
veyor general of Dakota. We are to have that 
new ofhice, with all the additional expenses att nd. 


r the pre- 


pre- 


OV 


- . . ™ ° é l- 
eral for that district; for it cannot be unknown 


that Dakota is embraced within the district of 
the surveyor general of Minnesota and low, 
Nothing, therefore, is gained by this bill so fay 
as the survey and sale of the public lands are 
concerned. 

And it not only creates one new office for which 
there is now no earthly necessity. It provides 
that a man may come here and sit as a member 


| of Congress—a Delegate from a land district, go 
that in reality it creates two new offices, the jn- 


cumbents of which are to draw pay from the 
Government without doing anything for the peo- 
ple of the Territory. Even if this bill become the 


|| law, the organization existing in Dakota, what. 
| ever itis, will have no more legal validity thay 
| would that of a vigilance committee, in the nature 


of which it really is. The passage of this )ij| 
does not legalize the government of Dakota. |: 
gives no sanction to it. Every lawyer of this 
House knows well enough that no court of jus- 


that which at this day isin force in Dakota. They 
can only be recognized as valid when sanctioned 
by the authority of the Congress of the United 
States. It is, then, mere bagatelle to undertake to 
pass this bill. It furnishes nothing to the people. 
It gives them no relief. It gives them nothing, 
sir, that they have not now. They have a sur- 
veyor general. They can have their lands sur- 


|, veyed under the law as it now stands. The bill 
for the admission to the House.of Representatives || will accomplish nothing new in that respect, and 
of a Delegate therefrom, with the recommenda- || it gives no validity to the form of government 
|| which now exists there. If Congress wishies the 


| Territory organized, let it be done in the usual 


and proper way. Let the law be so drawn that 
Congress authorizes the people of Dakota to act 
as a political community under the laws of the 
United States. When that is done, rights will 
accrue which will be recognized by our courts of 


| justice. 


So far, Mr. Speaker, as I understand the pow- 


, ers of this Government and its duties to the peo- 


ple of the Territories, the matter can be summed 
up in a few words: that these Territories, unui 
some action of Congress is taken in relation to 
them, are not open to settlement; that under the 
non-intercourse act, they cannot be settled, ex- 
cept in violation of the laws of the country. No 
settler can go in and occupy a Territory unul such 
time as Congress, by some authority, permits 
some sort of a government to take the place of its 
own jurisdiction; for until open to settlement itis 
under the jurisdiction of Congress, placed ther 
by the authority of the Constitution, Congress 
must be the primary law-making power of these 
Territories. Suppose you acquire territory from 
a foreign Government, and they cede to you 4'! 


| jurisdiction over it: then, of course, Congress !5 


invested with power over that territory until sow 

legislation delegates the power to the people 
organize a government there under their own au- 
thority. Until they do that, there is no geveri- 
ment in legal existence in the Territories of the 
Union. When Congress does that, you have ® 
government deriving its authority from the law- 
making power of the Government. In the first 
instance, it must derive its authority from Con 
gress; for, is there such an anomaly that any toot 
of territory of this Government is without a law- 
making power? InaState the law-making power 
over the territory within its limits, is the Legis- 
lature of the State. No State has jurisdictio! 
over a foot of soil outside of the State. ‘There- 
fore, no law-making power exists in the States 
for territory beyond their limits. Then, 1s pos 
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